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PKEFACE. 

The object of the present work is to arrange and 
explain the names of European Biyers on a more 
comprehensiye principle than has hitherto been at- 
tempted in England, or, to the best of my belief, in 
(Germany. 

I am conscious that, like every other work of the 
same sort, it must necessarily, and without thereby 
impugning its general system, be subject to correction 
in many points of detail And in particular, that 
some of its opinions might be modified or altered by a 
more exact knowledge of the characteristics of the 
various rivers than can possibly in all cases come 

within the scope of individual resea^h. 

. '*->*• '-• 

Among the writers to i^m«$' amidmost indebted 
is Ernst Forstemann, who,' ifi .UBi^''^second volume of 
his Altdeutsches Namenbuch, (the ^fiMlponsisting of 
the names of persons), has collected, explained, and 
where possible, identified, the ancient names of places 
in Greimany. The dates affixed to most of the German 
rivers are taken firom this work, and refer to the 
earliest mention of the name in charters or elsewhere. 

I also refer here, because I find that I have not, as 
usual, given the titles elsewhere, to Mr. B. S. Char- 
nock's ^' Local Etymology," and to the work of Gluck, 
entitled ^' Die bei C. Julius Ceesar vorkommende Kel- 
tische namen." 

ROBERT FERGUSON. 



CHAPTER I. 



INTEODUCTION. 

The first wave of Asiaa immigration that 
swept over Europe gave names to the great 
features of nature, such as the rivers^ long 
before the wandering tribes that composed 
it settled down into fixed habitationSi and 
gave names to their dwellings and their 
lands. The names thus given at the outset 
may be taken th^efore to contain some of 
ihe most ancient forms of the Indo-European 
speech. And onoe given, they have in many, 
if not in most cases remained to the present 
day, for nothing affords such strong resist* 
ance to diange as the name of a river. The 
smaller streams, various^ called in England 
and Scotland brooks, becks, or bimis, whose 
course ext^ided but for a few miles, and 
whose shores were portioned out among 
but a few settlers, readOy yielded np their 
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ancient names at the bidding of their new 
masters. But the river that flowed past, 
coming they knew not whence, and going 
they knew not whither — ^upon whose shores 
might be hundreds of settlers as well as 
themselves, and all as much entitled to give 
it a name as they — ^was naturally, as a mat- 
ter of common convenience, allowed to retain 
its original appeUation. 

Nevertheless, it might happen that a river, 
such as the Danube, which runs more than 
a thousand miles as the crow flies — ^being 
divided between two great aad perfectly dis- 
tinct races, might, as it passed through the 
two different countries, be called by two 
different names. So we find that while in 
its upper part it was called the Danube, in 
its lower part it was known as the Ister — 
the former, says Zeuss (Die DentschenJ, 
being its Celtic, and the latter its Thracian 
name. So the Saone also was anciently 
known both as the Arar and the Sauconna 
— ^the latter, according to Zeuss, being its 
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Celtic name. And Latham, (TacitvSy Qer- 
maniaj makes a similar suggestion respect* 
ing the Ehine — "It is not likely that the 
Batavians of Holland, and the Helvetians of 
Switzerland, gave the same name to the very 
different parts of their common river.'' It 
does not follow then as a matter of course — 
though we must ax5cept it as the general rule 
—that the name by which a river is known 
at the present day, when it happens to be 
different from that recorded in history, is in 
all cases the less ancient of the two. There 
might originaUy have been two names, one 
of which has been preserved in history, and 
ae other retain^ ta modem ««. 

It is also to be observed, that in the case 
of one race coming after another — say Ger- 
mans or Slaves after Celts — while the new- 
comers retained the old names, they yet often 
added a word of their own signifying water 
or river. The result is that many names 
are compounded of two words of different 
languages, and in not a few cases both sig- 
niiying water. 
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The mmeB thua given at the outset -vrwe 
of the utmost simplicity, rarely, if ever, coa* 
taming a compound idea. They were indeed 
for the most part simple appellatives, being 
most commonly nothing more than words 
signifying water. But these words, once 
established as names, entered into a di&rent 
category. The words might perish, but the 
names endured. The words might change, 
but the names did not follow their changes. 
Inasmuch as they were both subject to the 
same influences* they would most probably m 
the main be similarly affisoted by them. But 
inasmuch as the names^ were indepeiideDt of 
the language, they would not be regulated 
in their changes by it. Moreover, in. their 
case a fresh element came into operation^ for,, 
being frequently adopted by raoea speakic^ 
a different language^ they became subject to 
the special phonetic tendencies of the mtm 
tongue. The restJt is. that many munes^ 
which probably contained originally tbe 
same wocd». appear in a variety of diffiBcteot 



forms. The most important phonetic modi- 
fications I take to be those of the kind re- 
ferred to in the next chapter. 

There is BO bmnch of philological enquixy 
which demands a wider range than that of 
the origin of the names of rivers. All trace 
of a name may be lost in the language in 
which it was given — we may have to seek 
for its likeness through the whole Indo- 
European family— and perhaps not find it 
till we come at last to the parent Sanscrit^ 
Thus the name of the Humber is probably 
of Celtic origin, but the only cognate words 
that we find are the Latin imber and the 
6r. ofi^pas, till we come to the Sansc. ambu^ 
water. Celtic also probably are the names 
of the Hodder and the Otter, but the words 
most i^arly cognate are the Gr. iSt^p and the 
lith. attdra^ (fiuctus)! till we come to the 
SajDsa udi, water. 

Again, there are others on which wa can 
find nothing whatever to l^ow light till, 
we come to the Sanscrit. Sueh aie tiie 
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Drave and the Trave, for which Bopp pro- 
poses Sansc. dravaSy flowing. And the Arve 
in Savoy, which I cannot explain till I come 
to the Sansc. arh or arVj to ravage or des- 
troy, cognate with Lat. orhOy Eng. orphan^ 
&c. And — ^far as we have to seek for it — 
how true the word is, when found, to the 
character of that devastating stream ; and 
how it wiU come home to the frequenters of 
the vale of Chamouni, who weU remember 
how, within the last few years, its pretty 
home-steads were rendered desolate, and 
theu: ruined tenants driven out Hke "or- 
phans'^ into the world ! With such fiiry does 
this stream, when swollen by the melted 
snows, cast its waters into the Rhone, that 
it seems to drive back the latter river into 
the lake from whence it issues. And Bullet 
relates that on one occasion in 1572, the 
mills of Geneva driven by the current of the 
Bhone were made for some hours to revolve 
in the opposite direction, and to grind their 
com backwards. 



INTRODUCmON. 7 

Thus then, though we may take it that 
the prevailing element in the river-names 
of Europe is the Celtic, we must turn for 
assistance to all the languages that are cog- 
nate. And, for the double reason of their 
great antiquity and their great simpHcity. 
we shall often find that the nearer we come 
to the fountain-head, the clearer and the 
more distinct will be the derivation. It will 
be seen also throughout the whole of these 
pages that, in examining the names of rivers, 
we must tate not only a wide range of phUo- 
logical enquiry, but also an extensive com- 
parison of these names one with another. 

The first step in the investigation is of 
course to ascertain, whenever it is possible, 
the most ancient forms in which these names 
are foimd. We should scarcely suspect a 
relationship between our Itchen and the 
French lonne, if we did not know that the 
ancient name of the one was Icene, and of 
the other Icauna. Nor would we suppose 
that the Bodden of Shropshire was identical 
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with the French BhoDe, did we not know 
that the original name of the latter was the 
Bhod&Qiis. 

In this, as in most other departments of 
philology, the industry of the Germans has 
been the most conspicuous. And Ernst 
Fdrstemann in particular, who has extracted 
and collated the ancient names of places in 
Garmany up to the 12th cent., has furnished 
a store of the most valuable materials. 

And yet after all there will be occasions 
on which all the resources of philology wiH 
be unavailing. Then we can but gather 
together the members of the family and wart 
tin science shaQ reveal us something of their 
parentage. Thus the Ahne that wanders 
among the pleasant meads of Devon — ^the 
Aim that flows by the quaint dwellings of 
the thrifty Dutch — the Alma that courses 
through the dark pine forests of the far 
North — ^the Almo that waters the sacred 
Tate of Egeria — ^and the Alma» whose name 
fanngs sorrow and pride to rosoiy an SnglnA 
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household — all contain one wide-spread and 
forgotten word, at the meaning of which we 
can but darkly guess. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



ON THE ENDINGS a, en, er, es, et, el. 

We find that while there axe many names 
of rivers which contain nothing more than 
the simple root from which they are derived, 
as the Cam, the Rhine, the Elbe, the Don, 
&c., there are others which contain the same 
root with various endings, of which the prin- 
cipal are a, en, er, es, et, el. Thus the Roth 
in Germany, contains a simple root ; the 
Roth(a), Roth(er), and Rodd(en) in Eng- 
land, and the R6t(el) in Germany, contain 
the same with four diflPerent endings. The 
German Ise shows a simple root, and the 
Germ. Is(ar), Is(en), Eng. Is(is), Dutch 
Yss(el), Russ. Iss(et), shew the same with 
five difierent endings. So we have in 
England the Tame, the Tam(ar), and the 
Tham(es), &c. The question is — ^what is 
the value and meaning of these various ad- 
ditions 1 
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With respect to the ending in a, found in 
some English rivers, there is reason to think 
that it is a word signifying water— the Old 
Norse d, Goth, ahva, Lat. aqua^ &c. So that 
the a in Botha may be the same as the a in 
the Norwegian Beina and the Swedish Tornea 
— as the au in the Germ. Don^u (Danube) 
— and as the ava in the Moldava of Aus- 
trian Poland. 

Others of these endings have by different 
writers been supposed to be also words sig- 
nifying water. Thus Donaldson (Varroni- 
amis), takes the ending es to have that 
meaning. And Forstemann, though more 
cautiously, makes the same suggestion for 
the termination m* or er. " I allow myself 
here the enquiry whether possibly the river- 
names, which contain an ar as the conclud- 
ing part of the word may not be compound- 
ed with this unknown word for a river ; to 
assume a simple suffix seems to me in this 
case rather niggardly.'^ So also the ending 
en has been supposed by some of our own 
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Celtic scholaia^ as Aimsiaroiig and (yBrien, 
to be the same as the Welsh aven, GaeL 
amhatnn, water or river, an opimoQ which 
has also, though to a more limited extent^ 
received the sanction of Pott 

There are various minor objections to the 
aboveiheoiks whichlforbear to uig^because 
I think that the main argument against them 
is to be found in the manner in which these 
endings irun through the whole European 
system of river-names. And it aeems to me 
therefore more reasonable to refer ihem to a 
g^ieral principle which pervades the Indo- 
European languages^ than to a particular 
word of a particular language. The prin- 
dpie I refer to is that of phonetic accretion, 
and it is that upon which the above word 
aven or anihainn, is itself formed from a 
simple root, by one of the very endings in 
question, that in en. Instead then of ex-* 
plaining — ^as the followers of the above sys- 
tem have done — the Saone (Sagonna), by 
the Celt, sogh-ariy " sluggish river", I prefer 
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to point to the general principle upon wHch 
the root sogh has the power, so to speak, of 
making itself into soghan {e.g. in JjeLtsegn-ds.) 

Not but that the principle contended for 
by the above writers may obtain in some 
cases : the Garunma, ancient name of the 
Garonne, looks hke one of them, though 
even in this case I think that the latter 
may be the proper form, and the former 
only a euphonism of the Latin poets : the 
geographers, as Ptolemy, call it Garunna. 

Then again the question arises whether, 
seeing that en and e^ in the Celtic tongues, 
and d in the Germanic, have the force of 
diminution, this may not be the mean- 
ing in the names of rivers. Zeuss, (Die 
Deutschenjy suggests this in the case of 
the Havel and the Moselle ; but seeing 
that one of these rivers has a course of 180 
and the other of 265 miles, I think they 
might rather be adduced to prove that these 
endings are not diminutive. We may cite 
also the Yssel and the Albula (Tiber), both 
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laxge rivers, with this ending. While in Ger- 
many we have two rivers close together, the 
great and little Arl, (anc» Arla^ or Arila) — 
here seems the very case for a diminutive, 
yet both rivers have the same ending. Not 
but that there are instances of a diminutive 
in river-names, but they seem of later for- 
mation. Thus there is no reason to doubt 
that the French Loiret, which is a small 
river faOing into the laxge one, means "the 
little Loire." Etymology in this case is in 
perfect accord with the facts. 

Upon the whole, then, I am inclined to 
the opinion, which seems in the main that of 
Forstemann, that, at least as the general 
rule, these endings are simply phonetic, and 
that they have no meaning whatever. In 
our own and the cognate languages, en is 
the principal phonetic particle — e.gr., English 
bow. Germ, hogen — Germ, rabe, Eng. raven 
— Lat. virgo, Fr. vierge, Eng. virgin. But 
we have also traces in English of a similar 
phonetic er, (see Latham's Handbook of 
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the Eng. Language^ p. 199/ The general 
reader will understand better what is here 
intended by comparing our words maid and 
maide/i. Between these two words there is 
not the slightest shade of difference as re- 
gards meaning — ^the ending en is merely 
added for the sake of the sound, or, in other 
words, it is phonetic. Just the same differ- 
ence then that there is between our words 
maid and maiden I take to be between the 
names of our rivers Lid and lidden. The 
ending in both cases serves, if I may use the 
expression, to give a sort of finish to the 
word. 

The question then arise^-supposing these 
endings to be phonetic — -were they given in 
the first instance, or have they accrued in 
after times ? It is probable that both ways 
might obtain ; indeed we have some evidence 
to shew that the latter has sometimes been 
the case. Thus the Medina in the Isle of 
Wight was once called the Mede, and the 
Shannon of Ireland stands in Ptolemy as 
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the Senus. On the oth^ hand eases are 
more frequent in which the ending has been 
dropped. Thus the Yare is called by Ptol- 
emy the Garrhuenus, i.e., the Garron or 
Yarron. And the Teme appears in Anglo- 
Saxon charters as the Tam6de or Tem^de. 
Indeed the lliames itself would almost seem, 
by having become a monosyllable, to have 
taken the first step of a change which has 
been arrested for ever. So in Germany the 
BiUe, Ohm, Orre, and Bordau, appear in 
charters of the 8th and 9th cent., as the 
Bilena» Amana^ Oorana^ and Bordine. And 
in France the Isara and the Oscara have in 
modem times become respectively the Oise 
and the Ousche ; in both these two cases 
the ending er has been dropped ; for Oise = t>, 
not isar ; and Ousche = mc, not o^car. 

This latter principle is indeed only in 
accordance with the general tendency of 
language towards what Max MuUer terms 
*' phonetic deca/' — a principle which seems 
less active in the rude than in the cultivated 
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stages of society. It would appear as if 
civilization sought to compensate itself for 
the increased requirements of its expression, 
by the simplification of its forms, and the 
rejection of its superfluous sounds. 

Upon the whole then I think that as the 
general rule these endings have been given 
in the first instance, and that they have but 
rarely accrued in after times. Such, being 
the case, though in one point of view they 
may be called phonetic, as adding nothing 
to the sense, yet in another point of view 
they may be called formative, as being the 
particles by means of which words are con- 
structed out of simple roots. And of the 
names in the foUowing pages, a great part, in 
some language, or in some dialect, are still 
living words. And those that are not, are 
formed regularly upon the same principle, 
common to the Indo-European system. 
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CHAPTER III. 



ON THE MEANING OF RIVER-NAMES. 

The names of rivers may be divided into 
two classes, appellative and descriptive — or 
in other words, into those which describe a 
river simply as "the water" or " the river," 
and those which refer to some special quality 
or property of its own. 

In the case of a descriptive name we may 
be sure that it has been given — not from 
any fine-drawn attribute, but from some 
obvious characteristic — ^not from anything 
which we have to seek, but from something 
which, as the French say, " saute aux yeux." 
If a stream be very rapid and impetuous — 
if its course be winding and tortuous — ^if 
its waters be very clear or very turbid — 
these are all marked features which would 
naturally give it a name. 
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But such derivations as the following 
from Bullet can only serve to provoke a 
smile. Thus of the Wandle in Surrey he 
says — " Abounding in excellent trouts — van, 
good, dluz^ a trout/' (I much fear that the 
"excellent trouts" have been made for the 
derivation, and not the derivation for the 
trouts.) Of the Irt in Cumberland he says 
^"Pearls are found in this river. Irt 
signifies surprising, prodigious, marvellous.'' 
Marvellous indeed 1 But Bullet, though 
nothing can be more childish than many of 
his etymological processes, has the merit of at 
least taking pains to find out what is actually 
the notable feature in each case under con- 
sideration, a point which the scholarly Ger- 
mans sometimes rather neglect. 

Eiver-names, in relation to their meaning, 

may be ranked under seven heads. 

1. Those which describe a river simply as 

" the water," " the river." Parallel with 

this, and imder the same head, we may 

take the words which describe a river 
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as " that which flows/' because the root- 
n^eaning of moat of the wcwrds signifying 
water is|, that which flows, that vhich 
runs, ttat which goes. . Nevertheless, 
there may be sometipaes fin^ shades of 
differeaoe wUch we cannot now per- 
ceive, and which would remove the 
iiames out of this class into the next 
one. 

2. Those which, passing out of the appella- 

tive into the descriptive, characterize a 
river as that which runs violently, that 
which flows gently, or that which 
spreads widely. 

3. Those which describe a river by the 

nature of its course, as wmdiia^g, crooked^ 
or otherwise. 

4. Those which refer to the quality of its 

waters, as clear, bright, turbid, or other- 
wise. 

5. Those which ref^r to the sound made by 

its waters. 

6. Those which refer to the nature of its 
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Bouiw, or the manner of its formation, 

as hj the confluence of two or more 

streams. 
7, Those which ref^r to it as a boundary or 

as a protection* 
Under one or other of the above heads 
may be classed the greater part of the river- 
names of Europe. 

And how dry and ummagimtdre a list it 
is ! We dive deep into the ancient language 
of Hindostan for the meaning of words, but 
we recall none of th\3 religious veneration to 
the personified river wMch is so strikingly 
manifest even to the present day. As we 
read in the Vedas of three thousand years 
ago of the way-farers supplicating the spirit 
of the stream for a safe passage, so we read 
in the newspapers of to^ay of ihe pilgrims, 
as the trkin rattled over the iron bridge, 
casting their propitiatory offerings into the 
river below. We seek for word-meanings in 
the classical tongue of Greece, but they 
come up tinged with no colour of its grace- 
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fill myths. Few and fax between are the 
cases — ^and even these are doubtfiil, to say 
the least — ^in which anything of fancy, of 
poetry, or of mythology, is to be traced in 
the river-names of Europe. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



APPELLATIVES. 

The great river of India, which has given 
its name to that country, is derived from 
Sansc. dnduy Persian hinduy water or sea. 
It was known to the ancients under its pre- 
sent name 500 years B.C. Another river of 
Hindostap, the Sinde, shews more exactly 
the Sansc. form, as the Indus does the Per- 
sian. It will be seen that there are some 
other instances of this word in the ancient 
or modern river-names of Europe. 

1. India, The Indus and the Sinde. 
Ada Minor, Indus ant.^ now the Tavas. 
Frrnice. Indis ant., now the Darn. 
Germany, Inda, 9th cent. The Inde near 

Aix-la-Chapelle. 
Norway, The Inda. 

2. WUh the ending er, 
France. The Indre. Joins the Loire. 

The most widely spread root is the Sansc. 
op, Goth, ahvay Old High Germ, aha, Old 
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Norse d, Ang.-Sax. ea, Lat. aqua, &c. With 
the form ahva Fiirst connects Ahava as the 
name of a river in the district of Babylon, 
mentioned in Ezra, chap. 8, v. 21 — "Then 
I proclaimed a fast there at the river of 
Ahava/' But from the 15 th verse it would 
rather seem that Ahava was a place and not 
a river — " and I gathered them together to 
the river that runneth to Ahava/' The place 
might certainly, as in many other cases, take 
its name from the river on which it stood, 
but this is one step further into the dark. 
From the root ah or ap is formed Latin 
amnis, a river, corresponding, as Diefenbach 
suggests, with a Sansc. ahnas. Also the 
Celt, auwon, avon, ahhainy or a/mhainy of the 
same meaning, from the simple form found 
in Obs. Gael, dbh, water. The Old German 
ahay away avay or q/a, signifying water 
or river, is added to many names of that 
country which are themselves probably of 
Celtic or other origin ; the form in Modem 
German is generally ach or au. The ending 
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in a of some English rivers, as the Botha, 
Bratha, &c., I have aheady suggested, 
chapter 3, may be from the same origin; 
this form corresponds most nearly with the 
Scandinavian. There are one or two, as the 
Caldew in Cumberland, which seem to show 
the Germ, form au or ow. The ending ick 
or och in several Scotch rivers, as the Ban- 
nock and the Errick, may be from a word of 
similar meaiung. most probably the oba 
Gael oich. 

I divide the widely spread forms from this 
root for convenience into two groups, ap or 
aVy and ach or ah. The relation between the 
consonants is shown in the Gr. "^linro^^ Lat. 
equnSy Ang.-Sax. eoh, horse, three words sim- 
ilarly formed from one root. The European 
names in the following group I take to be 
most probably from the Celtic — ^the Asiatic, 
if they come in, must be inferred to the 
Sanscrit, or a kindred and coeval tongue. 

L England. The Iye. Camberland. 
Portugal, The Avia. 
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Gerrmmy. iBViLf Sib cent., now the Iff — ^here 7 
Asia Minor, Hypius ant. — ^here f 

2, WUh the ending en = Celtic avwon, auony aibhainf 

amhcdn, LaL amnis. 



England. 


The Ayok and EvAir. Many liTers 




in England, Scotland, and Wales. 


Scotland, 


The Amon, near Edinburgh, also, 




but less correctly, called the Al- 




mond. 


Frcmoe. 


The AvEN., Dep. Fmist^re. 


Germanif, 


Amaka, 8th cent, now the Ohm. 


Hindostcm, 


Htpanis ant, now the Sutledgo— 




herel 


Asia Minor 

4 


. Eyenus ant., now the Sandarli — 




here) Amkias ant., probably 




here. 


Syria, 


Abana ant, now the Barrada — 




here? 


3. 


With the ending er. 


France, 


The Aybil Dep. Eure. 


Germany, 


Iyabus, 2nd cent, now the Sal- 


, 


zach. Efar(aha}, 8th cent, now 




the Ebr(agh). 


Spain. 


Ibebus ant, now the Ebro. 


Thrace, 


Bj^bus ant, now the Maritza. 


L 


With the ending el. 


JSngland, 


The IvKii.* Somers. 


Germany, 


Afht. A, 9th cent The Apfel(bach) 



* Bohester (=slvel-chester) sitoftted on thii riyer, is called in Ptolemy 
iMshAliB, from wfaioh we may presume thai the river mm ealled the l8chal» 
a word which wonld be a synonyme of IveL 
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Hungarff. Uie Ipolt or Etfxu Joins tli^ 

Danube. 

6. WUh the ending et.* 

Germany, Ibisa, 8th cent. The Ips. 
Fortugal, The Avus. 
SieUy, Hypsas a&t^j now the BdioL 

lUyria. Afsub ani, now the BemtinoB. 

A related form to No. 2 of tlie above 
group I take to be ain ^ Manx aon for o/owt. 

England. TheAuiTE, Devonshire. TheEHEVy 

Onmberland, The Invet, C<Mm- 
walL 

Germa/ny. The Abnus of Tadtus, now the 

Ink. The Ihna, Prussia. 

Greece, Oenus ant. — here 1 

And I place here also a form annas, 
which I take to be=Saiisc. ahnas, Latin 
amnis. 

India, The Axtnas. Qwalior. 

Germamy, Akisa, 8th cent The Ens in Austria. 

FiedmonC. The Anza. Joins the To6& 

In the other form oA, ach, there may be 
more admixture of the German element. 



* It Memi rather probable that the ending tt in theie namee !• not a 
mere rafBz. The Apbasub, ancient name of the Tohomk in Armenia, 
•nd the Ipbai^a in Enrop. Turkey, by snperadding the ending! er and ef, 
go to show thlf. We might perhapi preiame a Sanw. word albhat otaphas, 
with the meaning of river. 
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But the English names, I take it, are all 
Celtic. The form ock comes nearest to the* 
bbs. Gael. oich. 



1. 


England. 


The Ock, Berks. The Okk, Devon. 




Scotlwnd, 


The Oich, river and lake. The 
Awe, Argyle. The Eye, Berwicks. 




Frcmce, 


The Ajl Dep. Nord. 




Germam/y. 


The Aach and the Au. 




EclUmd. 


The A A in Brabant. 




Eussia. 


The Oka and the Ajl 


2. 




WUh the ending el. 




Scotland, 


The OiKELL. Sutherland. 




Germany, 


Aquila, 8th cent., now the Eichel. 



With the Sanscrit root ab or ap is to be 
connected Sanscrit amhuy amhhas, water, 
whence Latin iviber and Gr. ofx^pog. If the 
Abus of Ptolemy was the name of the river 
Humber, it contains the oldest and simplest 
form of the root. But the river is called 
the Humbre in the earliest Ang.-Sax. records. 
I class in this group also the forms in am 
and em. 

1. Englcmd The Emke. Berkshire. 

SwUzerlwnd. The Emme. 

Holland. Ema, 10th ct., nowthe Eem— here ? 

Sweden. The Umea. 
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Asia. 



2. 



3. 



The Emba, also called tlie Djem. 
With the ending en. 



SfviizerUmd. The Ehmen. Two rivers. 



4. 



Mngland. 
Germany. 
lUdy, 

England, 



Germcmy, 
Belgium, 



With the ending er. 
The HuMBEB. Hninbre, Cod, Dip. 
The Ambeb. Derbyshira 
Ambba, 8th cent, now the Ahmeb, 

and the Ekmeb. 
IJmbbo ant., now the Ombbone. 

With the ending d. 
The Amble or Ramble, Hants. 
The Amele or Emele, now the 

Mole, in Sarrey. 
The Hamel. Hanover. 
Ambl(ava), 9th cent, now the Am- 
bl(eve). 

5. With the ending es, perhaps = San8C, amhhaa^ 

toater. 

The Hamps. Stafford. 
The Amasse. Joins the Loire. 
Germany. Amisl4, 1st cent. The Ems in West- 
phalia. 
Emisa, 8th cent. The Ems in Kassau. 

With the ending et.* 
Asia, Ambastus ant. Now the Camboja. 

* Thlfl ending is not explained. Zenss, oomparlng the endings er and 
st, snggeBts a comparative and snperlatlTe, which is not probable. In the 
present, as In some other cases, I take it to be only a phonetic form of ts, 
andr make Ambastns properly Ambassos. But in some other eases, as 
that of the Nestos, which compares with Sansc. niiUaa, fluid, it seems to 
be formative. 



Engkmd. 
France. 



& 
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The whole of the above forms are to be 
traced back to the Sansmt verb a& or cmb, 
sigai^ to move; and that probably to a 
more simple verb d. The Old Norse d, Ang.- 
Sax ed, water or river, contaiii then a root 
as primitive as language can show. We can 
resolve it into nothing simpler — ^we can trace 
it back to nothing older. And it is curious 
to note how the Latin agua has, in the 
present French word ea% come round again 
once more to its primitive simpHcity. Curious 
also to note to what ph(Mietic proportions 
many of the words, as the Avon, the Hum- 
be..L. We gro™. and yet without aaai-g 
one particle of meaning, as I hold, to the 
primeval d. 

The root of the following group seems to 
be Sansc. ux or uhsy to water, whence Welsh 
vyysg^ Irish uiag^ Old Belg. achaz^ water or 
river. Hence also Eng. oc^, and according 
to Eichoff {Parrallde des langues), also 
wash. 

1. England. The Axe, DeTon. The Azs, Somem 
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2. 



8. 



EnglancL The AsB, WUis. Cod, Dip. Ascne. 
The IsAOA, ar Ibojl (Ptcdemy). The 

EZE. 

The EsKy dumb, Eske, Yorks. 

The EsK, in Seotland, five riTera. 

The TJsK, in Monmouthshire. 
France. The IsAa Dep. Majenne. 

The EsQUB. Normandy. 

The AcHASB. Danphin& 
Oermanvy. Achaza, 10th cent, now the Eschaz. 

AcARSE,t 11th cent., now the Axe. 

The Ahss. Prussia. 
Maaia, CEscus ant. 
Aaicb, Aces ant. (Herodotns), now the Oxus 

or AmoTL 
Greece. Axnrs ant., now the Yardar in Mace* 

don.* AxxTs or Oaxes in Crete, 
still retains its name. 

With ihe ending en. 
Fromce. Axona ant. (Ceesar.) Now theAiSKEL 
Asi/i. AscANiA ant. Two lakes, one in 

Phrygia, and the other in Bithynia, 

With the ending d. 

UxELLA ant., (Eichard of Cirences- 
ter), supposed to be the Paitet. 
The EsKLE, Hereford. 

IscALA, 8th cent. The Ischl. 
The 0s£0ii. Joins the Donetz. 



Englcmd. 



Germcmy. 
Rvseia. 



t This looks like a mistake for Acasse. 

* So that there in a xiyer in Monmoatb, and another In ICaoedon. 
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4. With the ending er. 

Frcmce. Oscaba ant., now the Ousche. 
Belgium, Hisscab, 9tli cent., seems not to be 

identified. 

I am inclined to bring in here the root is, 
respecting which Forstemann observes that 
it is "a word found in river-names over a 
great part of Europe, but the etymology of 
which is as yet entirely unknown.^^ I con- 
nect it with the above group, referring also 
to the Old Norse is motus, isid^ proruere, as 
perhaps allied. I feel an uncertainty about 
bringing the name OusE either in this group 
or the last, for two at least of the rivers so 
called are so very tortuous in their course 
as to make us think of the Welsh osgo, 

obliquity. 

1. G&rmcmy. The Ise and the Eis(aoh). 
Syria. Issus ant, now the Baias — here ? 

2. With the ending en. 
Gemumy. Isana, 8th cent. The Isen. 

3. With the ending er, 

France. Isara, 1st cent. B.C. The Iskre 

and the Oiss.* 



* "Hysa nuncflavii nomen est, qui antiquitiu Hysara dicebatar." 
(Folcuin. Geat, Abb, LdbUnt.) This seems not improbably to refer to the 
Oise. 
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Germany. Isara ant. The Isab. 

4. With the ending d. 
Sco&omd. The Isla. Two rivers. 
Frcmee. The Isol£ 

HoU'Omd. IstiLA, 8th cent., now the Yssel. 
Spam. The Esla. 

5. WiJlh the ending ea. 
England The Isis, vnlg. Ouse. 

6. With the endvng et 
Siberidt. The Isset. Joins the ToboL 

7. In a eompotmd /arm. 

The IsTEBy or Danube, perhaps = Is-ster, from 
a word ster, a river, hereafter noticed. 

IsHENUS ant, in Bssotia. The ending seems to 
be from a Celt, word man or mon, probably 
signifying water or river, and found in seve- 
ral other names, as the Idumania of Ptolemy, 
now the Blackwater, the Alcmona of Ger- 
many, now the Altmiihl, the Haliacmon of 
Macedonia, now the Yistritza^ &c, 

Hesudbos, the ancient name of the Sutledge 
(Sansc. udra, water), may also come in. 

From the Sansc. vd^ water — ^in comp. 
udra, as in samudray the sea^ z.e., collection 
of waters, (see also Hesudros above) — come 
Sansc. udon, Gr. ^vStcp^ Slav, woda, Goth. 
watOy Germ. ivasseVy Eng, water^ Lith. audra, 
fluctus, &c. 

E 
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1. Italy. Adua ani, now the Adda. 
Bohemia, The Wat(awa). 

2. WUh the ending en^SamM. udon^ ustter $ 
France. The Odon. 

Germany. Aden(otja)9 10th cent^ now the 

Aden(au)« 

3. With the ending er = Oerm, UHiseer, JSng. water, 

&c. 

Englcmd. The Oddeb and the Otter. 

The "WoDBBj Dorset. Woder, Cad. 

Dip. 
The Adub in Sussex, 
The Vbdra of Ptolemy, now theWear, 
according to Pott, comes in here. 
France. A tubus ant., now the Adoub. 
AuDUBA ant., now the Eube. 
Gemumy. Odoba ant., now the Odeb. 

Wetteb(aha), 8th cent., now the 
Wetteb.* 

4. With the ending m,f 

Germany. Adbaka, 1st cent., now the Edeb. 
Asia Minor. The Edbenos. Anc. Hhjndacus. 

5. With the ending d. 
Ruaeia* The Yodla. Lake and river, 

* If , as Pott suggests, tha Yedxa of Ptolemy=Bng. looker, the Wetter 
would naturally come in here also. Bat some German writers, as Both 
and Weigand, connect it with Qerm. vxitAer, Eng. toeather, in the sense, 
according to the first-named, of the river which is affected by rain. 

t This ending may either be formed by the addition of a phonetic n to 
the ending er ; or it may be from a word re», channel, riyer, hereafter 
noticed. 



OQt 
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2. 



To the above root I also put a form in ed, 
corresponding with Welsh eddain, to flow, 
Ang.-Sax. edre, a water-coxirse, &c. 

1, WUh the ending en. 

The EDiar. Cumberland. Probably 

the Ituna of Ptolemy. 
The Edkn and the Ythan. 
The Iton. Joins the Eure. 

With the ending er. 
The Ettr(ick). Joins the Tweed. 
Eitbb(aha), 8th cent. TheEiTB(ACH)* 

the Eiixr(ach), and the ArrEB- 

(ach). 
En>0RA ani, now the En>ER. 

3. With the ending d, 
JSngUmd. The Idle. Notts. 

4. WUh the ending es, 
Oermomy. Idasa, 11th cent., now the Itz. 

With the above may perhaps also be 
classed the Celtic and or anl,\ to which 
Mone, {Die GroUische sprache), gives the 
meaning of water. 

1. England. The Ant. Norfolk 

'* The Scotch Ettkiok and the Oerm. Eitraoh I take to be STnoni- 
mons, though the ending in one case is German, and in the other probably 
Gaelic. {See p. 25) 

t Hence perhAps Anitabha [abJui, water), the Sansc. name of a river, 
not identified, in India. 



J^Tigland 

Scotland. 
France. 

Scotland 
Oerma/ny. 



Denmark 
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3, 



4. 



EngUmd. 
Frcmce. 

Frcmce. 
Germam/y, 



2. W^h the ending en. 

The AiffTON.* Hants. 

With the ending er. 

Akdbia ant. Now the Lindre. 

With the ending el. 

The Andelle. Joins the Seine. 
AimL(AHA), IQth cent., now the 

Al!n>EL(AU). 

To the Celt, 'dvhr, Welsh dwfr, water, 
are by common consent referred the names 
in the second division of the imdermen- 
tioned. But the forms duh, duv, which in 
accordance with the general system here ad- 
vocated, I take to be the older and simpler 
form of the word, are, by Zeuss {Gramm. 
CeU.)y as well as most English writers, re- 
ferred to Welsh du, Gael dubh, black. 



1. Engkmd 



Wales. 



France, 



The Dove. Staffordshire. 
The Dow. Yorkshire. 
ToBius ant., now the Towy. 
The DovT, Merioneth. 
DuBis ant., now the Dottbs. 
The Doux, joins the Bhine. 



* Tacitus givei this name to the Avon— in mistake, as the Editor of 
Smith's Ancient Oeogiaphy snggesfai. Hnt aiUon and awn seem to bavo 
been sjmonimons words for a river. 
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2. With the ending er, /arming the Celtic dubr, 

Welsh dw/r* 
DoBUB ant., retains its name.t 
The TouvRB. 

Dttbba, 8th cent., now the Taubeb. 
The Daubb(awa), Bohemia. 

With the ending ea. 
The Dubissa. 



Ireland. 

France. 

Oermany. 



a 



Ruaeia. 



Another Celtic word for water is dur^ 
which, however, seems more common in the 
names of towns (situated upon waters), than 
in the names of rivers. Is this word formed 
by syncope from the last, as duber=durf 
Or is it directly from the root of the Sansc, 
drd or dur, to move 1 

The DuBRA. Cornwall 

Aovpas, Strabo, now the Bier or the 

Isar. 
DuBA, 9th cent The Thub. j: 

DuBiA ant., now the Doba. 
TuBBUS ant., now the Tobbb. 
DuBius ant., now the DouBO. 
The Tuba. Siberia. 
The TuBiJA. Buss. Poland. 



1. England. 
Oermam/y. 

Swiiz. 
Italy. 

Spain. 
Eueeia. 



** Hence the name of Dover, anc. Dnbris, according to Blohard of 
Cirenceater, from the tmall stream which there falls into the sea. 
t Where is this river, cited by Zenss, {Chramm, CtU.) ? 
t Hence probably the name of Zorlob, ant. Tarioam. 
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2. WiA the ending en. 

France, Dubaniub ant, now the Dobdogke. 

In this chapter is to be included the 
root ar, respecting which I quote the fol- 
lowing remarks of Forstemann. " The mean- 
ing of river, water, must have belonged to 
this wide-spread root, though I never find 
it applied as an appellative, apart from the 
obsolete Dutch word aar, which Pott pro- 
duces. I also nowhere find even an attempt 
to explain the Mowing river-names from 
any root, and know so Utile as scarcely to 
make a passing suggestion ; even the Sans- 
crit itself shows me no likely word approach- 
ing it, unless perhaps we think of ara, swift 
{Petershurger Worterbuch)" 

The root, I apprehend, like that of most 
other river-names, is to be found in a verb 
signifying to move, to go— the Sansc. aVy ir 
or uVy Lat. ire, errare, &c. And we are not 
without an additional trace of the sense we 
want, as the Basque has ur^ water, erriOy a 
river, and the Hung, has er, a brook* The 
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sense of swiftness, as found in Sansc. ara^ 
may perhaps intermix in the following names. 
But there is also a word of precisely op- 
posite meaning, the Gael, ar^ slow, whence 
Armstrong, with considerable reason, derives 
the name of the Arar (or Saone), a river 
noted above all others for the slowness of 
its course. Respecting this word as a termi- 
nation see page 11. 



1. Jlngland, 



IreUmd. 
France, 
Oeirmany. 



Switzerlcml' 
Italy. 
Spain, 
Ruaaia. 



2. 



England, 



The Abbow, Radnor. The Abbow, 

Worcester. 
The Obs. Joins the Aide. 
Abbow, lake and river, Sligo. 
The AuBAY. Dep. Morbihan. 
Aba, 8th cent. The Ahb, near 

Bonn, the Ohbb, which joins 

the Elbe, and the Ohbe in Thur- 

ingia^ had all the same ancient 

name of Ara. 
TJb(aha), 10th cent., now the 

Aub(aob). 
Aba, ant. The Aab. 
The Eba. Joins the Amo. 
XJbius ant., now the Rio Tinte. 
Oabtjs (Herodotus), perhaps the 

Volga. 

With the ending en. 
The Abun, Sussex. 
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SoatUmd. 

Ireland, 

Otrmokny, 



Tuscany. 



The Orhin aad tbe Eabne. 
The Ebne, Ulster. 
OoBANAy 8th cent., now the Orbe. 
Abn(ape), 8th cent, (op, water), 

now the Erft. 
The Ohbn. Wirtemberg. 
Abnus ant The Abno. 



3. WUh ihe ending eL 

Oermany. Ebl(aha), 11th cent The Ebla. 

UnuLA, 9th cent The Ehl. 

Abla, 10th cent The Abl. 

The Obla. Joins the Saala 
Sa/vay. The Ablt. 

Atut. Slavoma. The OBLT(AyA). 
Eusaia. The Ubal and the Obl(yk}. 

From dr and ur, to move, the Sanscrit 
forms arch and ury\ with the same meaning, 
but perhaps in a rather more intense degree, 
if we may judge by some of the derivatives, 
as Lat. urgeo, &c. In two of the three ap- 
pellatives which I find, the Basque erreca, 
brook, and the Lettish urgd, torrent, we may 
trace this sense ; but in the third, Mord- 
vinian (a Finnish dialect), erke, lake, it is 
altogether wanting. And on the whole, I 
cannot find it borne out in the rivers quoted 
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below. Perhaps the Obs. Gael, arg^ white, 
which has been generally adduced as the 
etymon of tiiese names, may intermix. 

1. EngUmd. The Abke. YorksMre. 

The Tnic, Lamoaihire. 
The OxTBCQ. Dep. Aisne. 
The Oboe and the ABa 
The Hebk. ProY. limbarg. 
The^Ba Joins the Isere. 
The Aboa. Joins the Aragon. 
Abaqus ani, now the Arak. 

WUh the ending en, 
Abguna^ 8th cent. The Abgen. 
The Abguk. Two rivers. 
The Aragon. Joins the Ebro. 
With the ending et. 
The Ibkut. Joins the Angara. 

Wilh the ending ea. 

The Abques. 

The Ibghiz. Two rivers. 

With the ending enz,*^ 
Abqenza, 9th cent., now the Ebgebb. 



2. 



3. 



4. 



Belgium, 
Soflrdinia, 
Spain, 
Afmenick 

Germany, 

Euesia, 

Spawn, 

Siberia, 

Frcmce, 
Evssia, 



5, 



Oermam/y, 

From the Sansc. n, to flow, Gr. pew, Lat* 
rxgo (often applied to rivers — ^**Qua Ister 
Getas rigat,'' TihuUiis)^ Sansc. nnas, fluid. 
Old Sax. Hha, a torrent, Ang.-Sax. regen, 



* Ferhftps f onned f xom « by a phonetic n, 

P 
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Eng. rain, Slav. rSka, a stream, Welsh rhe, 
rapid, rhean, rhen, a stream, &c., we get the 
following group. The river Regen Berghaua 
derives from Germ* regen, rain, in reference 
to the unusual amount of rain-fall which 
occurs in the Bohmer-wald, where it has its 
source. Butmann derives it from Wend, and 
Slav. rSka, a stream, connecting its name 
also with that of the Bhine* Both these 
derivations I think rather too narrow. 

With respect to the Rhine I quote the 
Mowing opinions. Armstrong derives it 
from Celt, reidh-an, a smooth water, than 
which nothing can be more unsuitable — ^the 
characteristic of the river, as noticed by all 
observers, from Caesar and Tacitus down- 
wards-being that of rapidity. Donaldson 
compares it with Old Norse renna, fluere, 
and makes Rhine = Anglo-Saxon nn, cursus 
aquae. Grimm {Deutsch. Gramm.) compares 
it with Goth, hrains, pure, clear, and thinks 
that " in any case we must dismiss the deri- 
vation from rinnan, fluere.'^ Zeuss and Fors- 
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t^naim support the opinion of Giimm ; 
nevertheless, all three agree in thinking that 
the name is of Celtic origin. The nearest 
word, as it seems to me, is Wdish rhean, 
Then, a sta-eam, cognate with Sansc. rinas. 
fluid, OH Norse renna, fluere, and (as I 
suppose), with Goth, hrcdns, pure. 

1. England,, The Kea. Worcester. 

The Whey, Def onshire. 
Irdamd, The Rtx. Joins the Liffej. 
Germany, The Eega. Pomerania. 
HoUa^d, The Regoe. Joins the Vecht. 
Spain. The Kiqa. Pyrenees. 

Russia, Rha ant., now the Volga. 

2. WUh the ending en, 
Germany, Regin, 9th cent. The Regezt. 

RHEmjs, Ist cent. B.C. The Rhine. 

The Rhin. Joins the Havel. 

The Rhin^ a small stream near 
OasaeL 
Norway, The Reen. 
Italy, The Reko by Bologna. 

Amii, RuS8, Tha Rhjon, ant. Phasis. 

The Sansc. U, to wet, moisten, spreads into 
many forms through the Indo-European lan- 
guages, I divide them for convenience into 
two groups, and take first Lat. Uqueo, Old 
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Norse leha, Ajog.-Sax. lecan (stillare, rigare), 
Gael, and Ir. U, sea, GaeL lia, Welsh Ui, 
Uion, a stream. Most of the following names, 
I take it, are Celtic. I am not sure that the 
sense of stillness or clearness does not enter 
somewhat into the two following groups. 

1. En^fand. The Lee. Gheahiie. 

The Leaoh. Gloucestershire. 
Irdcmd. The Lee. Two rivers. 
Germcmy. Lious, 2nd cent, now the Lege. 

LiA, 8th cent., now the Luhe. 
France, Legia, 10th cent, now the Ltb.* 
Bdgium, The Leok. Joins the Maas. 
HmdoaUm, The Lye. BengaL 

2. WUh the ending en = WeUh ttiony a stream, 
E'ngUmd. The Leen. Notts. 
Scoilcbnd. The Ltoh and the Lyne. 
Frcmce. The Ligne. Dep. Ard^h& 

3. With the ending er. 

England, The Leobe by Leicester, now the 

Soar. 
Frcmce, Ligeb ant. The Loibe. 

The Legsb. Dep. Gironde. 

For the second group I take Lat. lavo^ liio, 
Old Norse Zawgra, lavare, Anglo-Saxon lagu, 

* I do not in ibHa case make any account of the spelling ; the name ii 
juBt the same as onr Lee, and the idea of lyi, a lily, is no donbt onlj mg- 
gested by the limilaiity of sound. 
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water, Gael lo, water, Gael and Ir. Zom, 
stream. In this group there may perhaps 
be something more of the German element, 
e. g.y in the rivers of Scandinavia. 

1. EngLamd. The Lug. Hereford. 

The LooE. Two riyers. 
The LoxTS. Dep. Haute Yienne. 
Louoh(aha), 11th cent. TheLAUOHA. 
LouA, 10th cent, not identified. 
The Lays. 
The LuGA or Louga. 

2. WUh the ending en. 

The Luins. Lancashire. 
The Lahob. OomwalL 
The LxvEK. Two riyers. . 
The LsyEi^. Two riyers. 
The Lagait, near Bel&st. 
Ltjna ant, now the LoikOi 
Logan(aha}, 8th cent., now the 

Lahk. 
The LawKA in Prussia. 
The LouGAN. Joins the Olommen. 
The LouYEN. Stifb Ohristiania. 
The LuGAK. 
The LAyiNa 
The lake Lugako. 
The LooNY-^here 1 

3. WUh the ending er. 

The LuGAB. Ayr. 
TheLL0UGH0& Olamoigan. 



Wales. 

France. 

Oermomy. 

HdUcmd, 
Finland. 

England. 



Scoihmd. 
Ireland. 
France, 
Germany. 



Nonoay. 

JRuaeia. 
Italy. 

India, 

Scoilcmd. 
Wales. 
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To the above root I also place the fol- 
lowing, corresponding more distinctly with 
Welsli Uifo^ to pour« 

1. Irdcmd, The Liffet hy Dublin. 
Oermcmy. Luppia, 1st cent. The Lipfb. 

The Lip(ka). Bohemia. 

2. Wiik the ending er. 
EngUmd, llid Ljyeil Cornwall. 
ScotUmd. The Liter. Ai^Ie. 
Ireland. The Liffab. 

More remotely with the Sansc. It, liquere, 
and directly with Welsh Tleithio^ to moisten, 
Uyddo, to ponr, GaeL Itth^ a pool, smooth 
water, Goth. Uithus^ Ang.-Sax, lidh^ liquor, 
poculum, potus, I connect the following. The 
rivers themselves hardly seem to bear out 
the special idea of smoothness, which we 
might be apt to infer from the root, and 
from the character of the mythological river 
Lethe. 

1. England, The Lm. Joins the Tamar. 

Scotland. The Leith. Oo. Edinbargh. 

Wales. GRie Laxth, now called the Dyfr. 

Germany. Lit(ah4.), 11th cent. TheLEjTHA. 

Sweden. The LmA. 

Hunga/ry. The Leitha. Joins the Danube. 




mmm^ammmm^^f^mi 
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AnaMimorn 


) 


Thmcdy. 

Crete. 


> Lbth Aus ant., three riyers — here 9 


% 

EngkmeL 


WUh the ending en. 
The LiDDEN' (Leden, Cad, Dtp.) 
Worcester. 


Scoilancl, 


The LBrrHiLif. Peebles. 


3. 

ScaOand* 


WUh the ending eL 
The Ln>Di«& JoiuA the Esk. 



From the Saasc. ni, to move, comes niraut 
water, corresponding with the Mod. Greek 
vepou of the same meaning. And that the 
Greek word is no new importation into that 
language, we may judge by the name of 
Nereus, a water-god, the son of Neptune. 
The Gr. m«, fluo, the Gael, nigh, to bathe, 
to wash, and the Obs. GaeL near, water, a 
river, show a close relationship ; the Heb. 
Tihar, a river, also seems to be allied- Com- 
pare the Nore, a name given to part of the 
estuary of the Thames, with the Narra, the 
name of the two branches by which the In- 
dus flows into the sea. Also with the Nhar- . 
awan, an ancient canal from the Tigris to- 
wards the Persian Gulf. And with the 
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Curische Nehrung, a strip of land which 
separates the lag^oon called the Curische Haf 

this name Mr. Winning remarks,* " I oflfer 
the conjecture that the word nekrung is 
eqmyalen.t to our break-water, and that it is 
derived from the Sabine (or Old Prussian) 
term neriene^ strength, bravery.^' I should 
propose to give it a meaning analagous, but 
rather different— deriving it from the word 
in question, nar or ner^ water, and some 
equivalent of Old Norse engia^ coarctare, 
Tnakhig nehrung to signify ** that which con- 
fines the waters" (of the lake). In all these 
cases there is something of the sense of an 
estuary, or of a chaimel commumcatmg mth 
the sea — ^the Ciuische Haf being a large 
lagoon which receives the river Niemen, and 
discharges it by an outlet into the Baltic. 
The following names I take to be for the 
most part of Celtic origin. 

r 

* ICanoal of ComparaUve Philology. 



^ 
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Irekmd, 

Germomy, 

It(dy, 

Spam. 

JRtMsia, 



1. England* The Now. Derbyshire. 

The Nab. Norfolk. 
The NoBE, part of the estuary of 

the Thames. 
Neagh. a lakoy Ulster. 
NoBE. Joins the Shannon. 
Nob(aha), 8th cent., also called 

the Naha. 
Nab,* ant. The Nbba. 
The Nebja. Malaga. 
The Nab(oyjl), and the Nabew. 
Ewrop. Twrkey. Nabo ant.^ now the Nabenta. 
Mauretamia, Nia ant, now the Senegal — ^here ? 
Hmdostcm, Nabba, two branches of the 

Indus — ^here ? 

2. WUh the erhding en, = Scmae, ntrcmy loater f 
Ulyria, The Nabon. 

ScoUa/nd. The Naben or Naibjnt. 

3. With the ending es. 
Germcmy. The Neebs. Bhen. Pruss. 

From the Sansc. nt, to move, GaeL nigh, 
to bathe, to wash, comes, I apprehend, the 
Welsh nannaw, nennig^ nant, a small stream. 

Englamd, The Nene or Nen. Northampton. 

The Nent. Cumberland. 
Irdcmd. The Nekagh. Joins the ShannoiL 
Frcmee. The Nenny. 



* Niebuhr deriyes this name from a Sabine word signi^ng snlphor, 
which is largely contained in its waters. Mr. Charnock suggests the 
Fboen. naharo, a river. 



a 
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Closely allied to ni to move, I take to be 
Sansc. niv, to flow, Welsh nqfio, to swim, to 
float, whence the names undermentioned. The 
Novius of Ptolemy, supposed to be the Nith, 
if uot a false rendering, might come in here. 



1. 


France. 


The NiVE. Joins the A dour. 




Oermany. 


Kaba, 1st cent., now the Naab in 




« 


Bavaria. 




HdHarid. 


Naba or Nava, 1st cent., now the 
Nahe or Nave. 




Spairi, 


The Navia. Falls into the Bay of 
Biscay. 




Mussia. 


The Neva and the Neiva. 




Hwdostcm. 


The Naap. Falls into the Bay of 
Bengal. 


2, 




WUh the ending en. 




Persia. 


The Nabon. Prov. Fare. 




Buss. Pd, 


The NiEWKN.* 


8. 




With the ending er. 




Scotland, 


The Naveb. River and lake. 




Wales. 


The Neveb. Merioneth. 




France. 


NiVERis ant., now the Nievbe. 




Danub. Prov. Napabis (Herodotus), supposed to 






be the Ardisch. 


4. 




WUh the ending d. 




Frames and 
Spain. 


i The Kivelle. Pyrenees. 



* Kiemen may perhapss.NieTeQ^m for v, aa in Amoa for Avon, p. 28. 




«itfWH^ 
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MMmtl Nabaus (lamisoa), by some tkooght 

to be the YsseL 

5. With ihe ending ea. 

SeoUand. The NfiVis. Eises on Ben Nevis. 

From the same root, nt, to move, and 
closely comiected with the last group, I take 
to be Sansc. nis, to flow, to water. Zexiss 
{Die Deutschen) takes the ^ord, as far as it 
relates to the rivers of Germany, to be of 
Slavonic origin. It appears to be the word 
found as the second part of some Slavonic 
river-names, as the Yalomnitza. But it is 
also both Celtic and Teutonic, for the Ar- 
morican has naoz, a brook, and the German 
has nasz, wet, nassen, to be wet. 

1. Scotland. l?he Ness. Eiyer and lake. 

German^/. Nisa, lllih cent. TheNBissB, two 

riyers^ both of which join the Oder. 
Servia. The !N'iBs(AyA). Joins the M(xkv^ 
SicUi/. The Nisi. 

2 With the endmg st.* 

Fromce, The Nestis. Haates Pyrenees. 
ThracQ. Nestus ant. 



* Perhaps to be found in Sanso. nt<to0. wet, flnld. Here we «et some- 
tWng of « due to Bng. "uarty," the ortginia tneanlag of whldh haa no 
donbt been nothing b«( water ** ki the wsoiw place. ' 



xt 
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From the Greek wxo), fluo, comes mM«, 
a stream, vajuLanaiov ^vScop, rumiing water. 
Hence seems to be Namadus, the name 
given by the Greek geographers io the Ner- 
budda of India. 

Another form which I take to be derived 
from the above Sanscrit root nt, by the pre- 
fix s, is Sansc. sn% fluere, stillare, (whence 
Germ, schnee, Eng. snoWy &c.) 

Germany. Znuuia, 11th cent, now the Sohnel 
Russia, The Zna or Tzxa. 

A derivative form is the Gael, and Ir. 
snidh or snithy to ooze through, distil, Obs. 
GueL and Ir. snuadh, to flow, and snuadh, a 
river, whence I take the following. Forste- 
mann refers to Old High German snidan, 
Modem German schneideUy to divide, in the 
sense of a boimdary, which is a root suitable 
enough in itself, though I think it ought to 
yield the preference to the direct sense of 
water. 

En^cmd, The Snyte. Leicestershire. 
GerriMmy, Sneii>(bach), 8th cent., seenu to be 

now called the Aue. 



^ 
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Oermomy. Smid(aha), 9tli cent., now t)ie Schmi- 

DA, which joins the Danube. For 
Snidaha 9 

The form snid or snith introduces the form 
md or niih^ and suggests the enquiry whe- 
ther that may not also be a word signifying 
water, Donaldson, {Varronianus)y referring 
to a word Nethuns, "found on a Tuscan 
mirror over a figure manifestly intended for 
Neptune," observes that " there can be little 
doubt that nethu, means water in the Tuscan 
language."' Assuming the correctness of the 
premises, I think that this must be the case ; 
and that as the Naiades * (water-nymphs), 
contain the Greek mw ; as Nereus (a water- 
god), contains the word ner before referred 
to ; as Neptune contains the Greek wtttco, in 
each case involving the signification of water, 
so Nethuns ( = Neptunus) must contain a re- 
lated word neih or nethun of the same mean- 
ing. Also that this word comes in itB pla^ 
here, as a derivative of the root ni, and as a 
corresponding form to the Celtic snidh or 
snith. 
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There are, however, two other meamngs 
which might intermix in the following names; 
the one is that suggested by Baxter, viz., 
Welsh nyddu, to turn or twist, in the s^ise 
of tortuousness ; and the other is Old Norse 
nidr^ fremor, strepitus. 



1. Enjglomd, 


The NmD. Yorkshire. 


ScoUcmd. 


The NiTH. Dumfriesshire. 


Wales. 


The Neath. Glamorgan. 


Frtmce. 


The NnfiD. Joins the Sarre. 


Belgium, 


The Nethe. Joins the BuppeL 


Gemumy, 


NiDA, 8th cent., now the NmDA. 




The Nethe. Joins the Weser. 


Nonoay, 


The Nu)A. 


Fda/nd. 


The NiDDA. 


Greece. 


Neda ant., now the Buzi in Elis. 



2. With the endmg en. 
Scotland. The Nethak. Lesmahaga 

3. With the endvng m (see note p. 34.^ 
Germcmy. Nitobne, 9th cent., now the Nn)DSB, 

There can hardly be a doubt that the 
words sar, sor, $ur, so widely spread in the 
names of rivers, are to be traced to the Sansc. 
saVy sri, to move, to go, sru^ to flow, whence 
saras, water, sarit, srota, river. The Permic 
and two kindred dialects of the Finnic class 
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France, 
Oermcmy. 



hare the simple form zor or sur^ a river, and 
the Gaelic and Irish have the derived form 
Brvi\ to flow, sroth,^ sruihy river. In the names 
Sorg, Sark, Sarco, I rather take the guttural 
to have accrued. 

1. JEnjflancL The Scab. Leicester. 

The Sabk, forms the boundary be* 

tween England and Scotland. 
The Sebrh Joins the Oisa 

Sabayus ant., now the Saab. 
SoBAHA, 8th cent., a small stream 

seemingly now unnamed. 
SuBA, 7th cent. The Subb and the 

Sub. 
The SoBO. Prussia. 

SwUzerkmd, The Sabe and the Sttb. 

Norway, The Buba. 

The SuBA. Joins the Volga. 
The Syxb, falls into Lake Ladoga. 

The Sebio. Joins the Adda» 
The Sebchio or Sabco. 

The SoBA. Joins the Tagus. 

Sebus ant., now the Meinam. 
Asia Minor, Sabus ant., now the Sihon. 
India. Sabatu* ant., now the Sardjo. 



Russia, 

Lomimrdy, 

Portugal, 
Asia, 



* " One of the sftcred rlTers of India, a river menttoned in tlM Veda, 
and famous In the epic poems aa the river of AyodhyA, one of the earliest 
capitals of India, the modern Onde."— jtfojp Miiller, Soimce qf LajigvMff** 
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Armenia. Abhjs* ant, now tHe Heri End. 

2. WUh the ending en. 

Frcmce. The Serax. Joins the Khona 
The Serain. Joins the Yonne. 
Oermomy, Sobka^ 8th cent. The Zobn. 
Stoitzerlcmd, The Suben. Cant. Aargau. 
Naples, Sabnus ant. The Sabno. 
Persia. Sabnius ant., now the Atrek. 

The form sarow, water, seems to be foimd 
in the following two names. 

1. WUh the ending en. 
Fr<mce. The Sabbonne. Dep. Corr^ze. 

2. Corrvpovmded with wcUi = Go^y wato^ water. 
India. The Sabaswati, which still retains its 

ancient name. 

And the Sansc. sarity GaeL and Ir, sroth^ 
sruth, a river, seem to be found in the fol- 
lowing. 

Irdand. The Swoeds river near Dublin. 

France. The Sabthe. Joins the Mayenne. 

Gaiioia. The Sebed. Joins the Dniester. 

Moldama. The Sebeth. Ant. Arams. 

Russia. The SABAT(oYKA}.t Gov. Saratov. 

* I place this here on the authoritj of Max MtUler, who, pointing out 
that the initial h in Persian corresponds with a Sanscrit s, thinks that the 
river Saxayn may haye given the name to the river Arins or Hexl, and to 
the country of Herat. 

t This name seems formed at thrice->flnt Sarit^then ov, (pexliaps 
av river)-*la8tly, the Slavish affix to. 
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It would seem that the foregoing forms 
sriy sru, srot, sometimes take a phonetic t^ 
and become stri, stru, strot Thus one 
Celtic dialect, the Armorican, changes sur 
into ster^ and another, the Cornish, changes 
sruth into struth— both words signifying a 
river. But indeed the natural tendency 
towards it is too obvious to require much 
comment. Hence we may take the names 
Stry and Streu. But is the form Stur from 
this source also 1 Forstemaan finds an ety- 
mon in Old High German stur. Old Norse 
stdr, great. This may obtain in the case of 
some of the rivers of Scandinavia* but is 
hardly suited for those of England and 
Italy, none of which are large. The root, 
moreover, seems too widely spread, if, as I 
suspect, it is this which forms the ending of 
many ancient names, as the Cayster, the 
Oestrus, the Alster, Elster, Ister, Danastris, 
&c. The Armorican ster, a river, seems to 
be the word most nearly concerned. 
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L Tkbform stry^ »tru, 9tiur. 

Englcmd. Stubius (Ptolemy). The Stoub,' 

There are six rivers of this name* 

Germcmy. Sthoi^a, 8th cent. The Stbeit. 

HoUkin. Sturia, 10th cent The Btob. 

Italy, SruBAy tiro liTBm 

Stobas (Strabo), now the Astuba. 

AtuL'Pclcmd. The Stbt. Joins the Dniester. 

The Styb. Joins the Pripei 

2. The firm Hnah. 

JBngland* The Stboxtd. Oloucester. 

The Stobt. Essex. 

Germany, The TTnstbxjt Forstemann places 

here^ as far as the ending strut is 
oonoemed. 

From the Sanscrit root su, liquere, come 
SaD66. sava, water. Old High German sou, 
Lat. 6UCCU3, moisture, Gael siigh, a wave, 
&o. ) (on the apparent resemblance between 
Sansc. sava, water, and Goth, saivs, bgsl, 
Diefenbach observes, we must not build). 
Henoe I take to be the following; but a 
word very liable to intermix is Gael, sogh, 
tranquil ; and where the character of still- 
ness is very marked> I have taken them 
under that head. 
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3. 



h MngUmd, The Sow- Warwickshire. 
Irdcmd. The Succ« Joins the Shannoxi. 

The Sate. Joins the Qaronna 

Sabis, Istoent. B^C, now the Sambra 

Sayus ant. The Says or Sau. 

The SovE. Joins the Elbe. 

The Sbva. 

The Sayio, Pont Qtatea. 

The Sieve. Joins the Amo. 
2. WUh ihe mdmg en. 

The Sayena or Saona Piedmont 

The SEYAif. Lake. 

TTt^A iki etiding er. 
Sbyerus ant. The Sttibe. 
Seyiba, 9ih cent. The Zeter. 
The Seybe. Two riYers. 
SvoHO ant The Xucab. 
The Sabob. 

4. Witk the ending m {see note p. 34). 

JEngland. Sabbdta ant The Seyebn. 
Frcmce. The Seybon". Dep. Sadne-et-Loire. 
Bti88. Pol, The Sayban(ka). Gov. Podolia. 

ff. WUh the ending es. 

Lorribardy. The Sayezo near Milano. 

In the Sanscrit mih, to flowj to pour. Old 
Norse mtga, scaturire, Anglo-Saxon miga7i, 
mihan, to water, Sansc. maighas, rain. Old 
Norse mtgandi, a torrent — ("nnde," says 
Haldorsen, " nomina propria multorum tor- 



BdgmoK 
Germanif. 

Sussut, 
Italy. 



Italy. 
Armenick 

Irelcmd, 

Oermany. 

Frtmee. 

Spcbin, 

Fort^AgoL 
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rentium''), Obs. GaeL and Ir. madidy a wave, 
I find the root of the following. Most of the 
names are no doubt fi*om the Celtic, though 
the traces of the root are more faint in that 
tongue than in the Teutonic. This I take 
to be the word, which in the forms wmx, and 
Tnan or men, forms the ending of several 
river-namea 



1. ScaUctncL 
Irdcmd. 
Wales. 
Frcmce. 
Siberia. 
India. 



2. 



Enghmd. 



Irdamd. 

FroffiGe. 

Bdgium. 

Germany. 

Swrdinia. 

Siberia. 

India. 



8. 



Italy. 



The Mat. Perthshire. 
The Maiq and the Mot. 
The Mat and the Maw. 
The Mat. 

The Maia. Joins the Aldon. 
The Mhtk Bombay. 
With the ending en. 
The Mawn. Notts. 
The Meok. Hants. (Me6n efi, Cod 

Dip.) 
The Main and the Moyne. 
The Maine. Two rivers. 
The Mehaione. Joins the Scheldt. 
MoENus ant. The Main. 
The Maina. Joins the Fo. 
The Main. Joins the Anadjr. 
The Megna« ProY. Bengal 
The Mahanuddt — here % 
With the emMng er. 
The Magra. Falls into the Gulf ox 
Genoa. 
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4. WiA the endmg d, 
England. The Meal. Shropshire. 
Lemwvrk, The Miele. Falls into the German 

Ocean. 

5. With the ending st* 

Asia Minor, The Macestus. Joins the Bhynd- 

acus. 

From the root mi, to flow, come also Sansc. 
miraSy Lat. omire, GotL marei, Ang.-Sax. 
mSr, Germ, meer, Wekh mar, mor, Gael 
and Ir. muiTy Slav, morie, &c., sea or lake. 
I should be more inclined however to derive 
most of the following from the cognate 
Sansc. m(mj, to wash, to water, Lat. mergo, 
&c. Also, the Celtic murg, in the more 
definite sense of a morass, may come in for 
some of the forma 

1. France. The Mobge. Dep. Is^re. 

Oermcmy, Mabxts (Tacitus). The Mabcb^ 

Slav. Mok(ava). 
MuoKA, 8th cent. The Muhb. 
MusBA, 10th cent. The Mubb. 
Bdgvum, Muboa, 7th cent: The Mubq. 
The Mabe. Joins the Scheldt. 
Suntzerlcmd* The Muna. Oant. Thiugau. 
Sardinia. The Moba. Diy. Novara. 

■ ■' ' ■ ' ' ■ ' ■ I I. .1. ■!■ Ill 

* See note p. 29. 
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Servia. MiBGUB aat The Moraya. 

Itdli/. The ICabboghia. Pont. Siate»-^ 

here? 
India. The MsfiGUi — ^here ? 

2. With' the ending en. 
Ireland. The Moubks. Ulster. 

Germamy. Mabke, 11th cent., now the Mabil 
MsBiKA, 11th cent. The Mobk. 

3. FtM the ending ee. 
England, The Mebsst. Lancashire. 
Germamy. Muobiza, 10th cent, l^e Mttess. 
Bada. Mabisus ant The Mabosch. 
Phrygian Mabsyas ant 

Another form of Sausc. marj^ to wet^ to 
wash, is mew/, whence I take the foUowing. 

Ireland. Mask, a lake in Gonnaught 

Bwiia. The Mosk(ya)9 hj Moaoow^ to which 
it gives the name. 

From the Sanscrit vag or vaJi, to move 
comes vahaSf course, flux, current, cognate 
with which are Goth, wegs^ Germ, woge^ Eng. 
wave J &a An allied Celtic word is foxmd as 
the ending of many British river^najpaes, as 
the Conway, the Medway, the Muthvey, the 
Elwy, &c. Hence I take to be the following, 
in the sense of water or river. 
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1. Englcmd. 



2. 



3. 



4. 



6. 



The Wet. Dorset. 

The Wet. Stirrey. 

The Waaq. Joins the Danube. 

The Yaga. Joins the Dwina. 

The Yagax and the Yakh in Siberia 

The Yayah. Madras. 

With the ending en. 
The Waveney. Nor£ and Suffolk. 

With the ending er. 

The Wateb. Cumberland. 

With ifie ending el, 
JVetherlanda. Yahalis, Ist cent. B.O. The Waal. 

With the ending es = Sanec, vahaa ? 
France, YoaESUS ant. The Yosges. 



Svm/gwry, 
Eueaia, 

India, 

Englcmdn 

JSngla/nd, 



An allied form to the above is found in 
Sansc. vi^ vtc, to move, Lat. via, Sec., and to 
which I pnt the following. 



1. Englcmd, 
Scotland. 
France, 
Eitasia, 



The Wte. Monmouthshire. 
The Wick. Caithness. 
The YiE. Two rivers. 
The YiG. Forms lake Yigo. 

2. WiA the ending en. 

YiGENKA ant. The Yiennb. 
The WiEN, which gives the name to 

Yienna^ (Germ. Wien). 

3. With the ending er. 
Switzerland. The Wiggee. Cant Lucerne. 
France. The Yegre. Dep. Sarthe. 

The YiAUB — ^probably here. 



Framce. 
Qermomy. 
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PoUmd. The Wbgieb(ka). 

India, The Vegiaxjr, Madras — ^here ? 

Formed on the root vi, to move, is proba- 
bly also the Sansc. vi'p or vaip^ to move, to 
agitate, Latin vibrare, perhaps vivere, Old 
Norse vippa^ vipra, gyrare, Eng. viper, &c. 
I cannot trace in the following the sense of 
rapidity, which we might snspect from the 
root. Nor yet with sufficient distinctness the 
sense of tortuousness, so strongly brought 
out in some of its derivatives. 

1. WUh the endmg er. 
England. The Wbaveb. Cheshire. 

The Veveb. Devonshire. 
Germam/y. Wippera, 10th cent. The Wippkr 

(two rivers), and the Wuppeb. 

2. With the ending ea. 

India, Yipasa, the Sanscrit name of the 

Beas. 
Stoitzerland, ViBsicus ant. (properly Vibissus f) 

The Veveyse by Vevay. 

From the root vip, to move, taking the 
prefix s, is formed swip, which I have dealt 
with in the next chapter. 

In ,the Sansc. par, to move, we find the 
root of Gael, heathra (pronounced beara). 
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Old Celt, her, water, Pers. haran, rain, &c., 
to which I place the following. 

L Unhand. The Bkbe. Dorset. 

Irdomd. Babgus (Ptolemy). The Babbow. 

Frcmce, The Bab. Dep. Ardennes. 
The Bebbe. Dep. Aude. 

Oermwny, The Bahb^ the Behb, the Behbb, 

the Paab. 
% WUh the endmg en. 

Bohemia, The Bebaun near Fragae. 

India. The Behbun. 

Eussia. The Pebnau. Gulf of Biga. 

From the Sansc. plu, to flow, Lat. pltu> 
BXidJluo, come Sansc. plavdSy flux, Lat. plvr 
via and jlluviuSy Gr. irkvvta, lavo, Ang.-Sax. 
jlowe, jlwmy Lat. fiumen, river, &c. Hence 
we get the following. 

1. Oermamy, The Plau, river and lake.* Meck- 

lenbnrg-Schwerin. 
Hcllamd, Fleyo, 1st cent. The Zuiderzee, the 

outlet of which, between Vlieland 

and ScheUing, is still called VuB. 
Au8t, Italy. Plavis ant. The Piave, falls into 

the Adriatic. 

2. With the endmg en. 

France. The Plaine. Joins the Meurthe. 

* In the more spedAl sense of lake, which, it will be obienred, is fre- 
quent in this group, is the Suio-Lapp. phtewe. 
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Odrmani^ The Flons^ Joins the HAff 

The Plak-see, a lake in the TjtoL 
HoUtem, Ptiomr. A lake. 
FoUmd. The Flokka. Ftov. Flock 

From the above root come also the fol- 
lowing, which compare with Sansc. plavas. 
Mid. High Gesm. vli^^ Mod Qerm. Jltess, 
Old Flies. flSt^ Old Norse ^tot, stream. And 
I think that some at least of this group are 
German* 

The Flkbt. Joins the Trent 

The Fzjosn now oatted the Meetdttoh 

in London. 
The Fleet. Kirkoadl»ight 
Blbisa, 10th cent. The Fleissb. 
FuETA, ^tk oentk The Y list. 
The PuusA. Gulf of Finland. 

With the ending e». 
Oermamy. FLusDorA, 8th oent Hie Fijedeh; 
The Flietn(itz). Ftuss. Pom, 

WiOi ihe endmg sL 
Tlie Yliest. 
FiiBiSTUS ant.y near Delphi. 

There are two more forms from the same 
root, the former of which we may refer to 
the Irish and GaeL^teii^, a flushing or flow- 
ing. The latter shows a form nearest to the 



1. England, 



Scotland. 
Oermamy. 
Bclkmd, 
Biusia. 
2. 



HoUamd. 
Greece. 



J 



Ang.-Sax. wid Old Bigh QenxL flum, Lat. 
Jlumm, though I think that the mmw mmb 
he rather Celtie. 

h Irdmdi The i^ias. TaUii into tbe Jjfk^ <d 

EiUamej. 
Qwmtmy. The Pusibkb. Joins tbe Oder. 

2. Bnglcmd. The Pltm, by RTmouth. 

Soo&cmd, The Falmb, by Pahnton. 

The Peltk. Gov. Tobolsk. 



From the Sansc. gam^ to go, is derived, 
according to Bopp and Momer Williams^ the 
name of the Gknges, in Sanscrit Gang&. The 
word is in fact the sdme as the Scotch 
^gang/' which seems to be derived more im- 
mediately firom the Old Norse ganga. In 
the sense of " that which goes," the Hindos^ 
tanee has formed gung^ a river, found in the 
names of the Kamgunga^ the Eishengunga, 
the Chittagong, and other rivers of India. 
The same ending is found by Forstemann in 
the old names of one or two German rivers, 
as the Leo near Salzburg, which in the 1 0th 
cent, was called the Liuganga. Another 
name for the Ganges is the Pada, for which 



68 AFPELLAnVBa 

Hindoo ingenuity has sought an origin in 

th, ..^Ti.. L, Jl foot of T^. 

noo. But as pad and gam in Sanscrit have 
both the same meaning, viz., to go, I am in- 
clined to suggest that the two names Ghnga 
and Pada may simply be synonymes of each 
other. 

1. India, The Ganges. Sanscrit Ganga. 

The GiNGY. Pondicherry. 
EtbsHa. The Khank(ova). Joins the Don. 

2. With the endmg et» 
Greece. Gangitus ant., in Macedonia. 

The Sansc. verb gram, to go, along with 
its allied forms, is formed on a simpler verb 
gdy of the same meaning. To this I put the 
following. 

1. ffoUand. The €k)uw. Joins the YsseL 
Persia. Ghoes or Oho(aspbs)* ant. 

2. With the ending en. 

Germany. Gewin(aha), 9th cent., now the 
Jahn(bach). 

3. Compounded with ster, river. 

Asia Minor. The Cayster and Cestbus — here ? 



* The woid cup comes before us in some other river-names, but re- 
specting its etymology I am quite in the dark. From the way in which it 
occurs in the above. In the Zari(aspis), and in the Hyd(aspes), it seemi 
rather likely to have the meaning of water or river. 
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The Sansc. ikh^ to move, must, I think, 
contain the root of the following, though I 
find no derivatives in any sense nearer to 
that of water or river. 



L Ruaam. 

2. 

Engla/nd* 
Frcmce. 

3. 

Morcma, 

France, 



The Ik. Two riven. 

With ike endvng en. 

IcENA (Cod, Dip). The Itchen. 

IcAUKA ant. The Ionnb. 

With the ending d. 
The loLA or Iol(awa), 

The EooLLE. Dep. Seine-et-Oisa 



From the Sansc. dravas^ flowing, are de- 
rived, according to Bopp, the Drave and the 
Trave. The root-verb is, I presume, drdy to 
move. Hence I have suggested, p. 37, may 
be the Welsh dwr^ water. 



1. ScoUcmd. 
Oermam/y, 



2. 



Italy. 
Oermam/y. 



Framce. 



The Tabf, several small rivers — ^here ? 
Dravus, 1st cent The Drave, Qerm. 

D&AU. 

The Tbebbia. Joins the Po. 
With the ending en. 
Travena, 10th cent., now the Travk. 
Trewd^a, 9th cent. The Drak. 
Drona, 9th cent. The Drone. 
Trxjna, 7th cent. The Trauk. 
The Dronne. Joins the Isle. 
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In the SanBc. dram^ to move, to run, 6r. 
ipifim, whenoe dromedaay^ &c^ is to be fbtuid 
the root of the following. But chram, as I 
take it, is an interchanged form with the 
pieceding drav, as affum^awm, ko^ ante. 



1. SeoUand. 


The Tbomb and the TmuL Ihtvt- 




11688. 


France, 


The Dboxb and the Daiem& 


Bdgwm, 


TheDumiB. 


Qwmaavy. 


The Dabm, by Darmstadt 


2. 


WiSh iik€ mdmg 9n. 


NofVXM/. 


The DRAMVEir. Ghiistiania Fjad. 



Aooihj&c ward of the same meaning as the 
last^ and perhaps alHed iu its root, is Sansa 
trcfg, to run, Gr. Tfii^w^ Goth, thragjan. It 
will be observed that the above Greek verb 
mixes up in its tenses with the obsolete verb 
SpifM^ of the preceding group. In all these 
words signifying to run there may be some- 
thing of rapidity, though I am not able to 
remove them out of this category, 

1. Frcmce, The DBA.a Joins the Is^re. 

Pruseia. The Drags. 

Greece. Tragus ant 

Italy. The Tbbja. Joins the Tiber. 
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SieUif, 



WiO^ ihe ending en. 
The Traohino. Joins the Simeto. 



The Sansc. iZ, to move, Gr. «/X«, Old High 
Grerm. Hen, SwecL ^Za, Mod. Grerm, eilen^ to 
hasten, Fr. oiler, &c., is a very widely spread 
root in river-names. 



Francst 

Italy. 
En^4md» 



1. England. The Ile. Somenet. 

The Allow. Northumberland. 
The III^ the Illb, and the BliA 
JjuuAf 9th cent. The lu. 
Il(aha), 11th cent. The Il(agh). 
The Alls. Prasedii. 
Allia ani^ &eav Rome^ 

2. WUh the ending en. 

AxAUNUB (FUAemy). Ferhapi the 

Axe* 
The ALNBf two rivers. 
The liLLVBL Oumberland* 
The Allan, two rivers. 
The Ilsv. Gork« 
The AviMm Dep. Finistdrei» 

a Wm ih» ending er. 

Germcmy. Alara, 8th cent. The Alleb. 
Ilara, 10th cent The Ill£B. 
FiethncmL TheELino. 

From the abovte root al or il, to more, ta 
go, I take to be the Gael aid or oM, a stream^ 
(an older form of wUeh^ aocordiBg to Arm- 



Scotland, 

IreknuL 

France. 
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strong, is cUed) ; and the Old Norse aUda, 
Finnish aa&o. a wave. biUow. As aa ending 
this word is found in the Nagk)LD of Ger- 
many (ant. Nagalta), and in the Herault 
of France, Dep. Herault. Forstemann makes 
the former word nagaUy and remarks on it 
as '* imexplained.'' It seems to me to be a 
compound word, of which the former part is 
probably to be found in the root nig or nt, 
p. 47. 



1. Englamd, 


The Aldk. Suffolk. 




The Alt. Lancashire. 


Frwnce. 


Oltis ant., now the Lot. 


Oermam/y, 


The Eld. Mecklenbiirg-Schwerm. 


Spam. 


The Elda. 


Rusda, 


The Alta. Gov. Poltova. 


2. 


Wmk the ending en. 


GerfMmvy, 


Aldena, 11th cent., now the OUe. 


Norwa/y. 


The Altbn. 


Siberia,. 


The Aldan. Joins' the Lena. 



Also from the root al or iZ, to move, I take 
to be the Old Norse elfa^ Dan. dvy Swed. df^ 
a river. The river "Akiris mentioned in Her- 
odotus is supposed by Mannert to be the Inn 
by Innsbruck. I think the able Editor of 
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Smith's Ancient Geography has scarcely suf- 
ficient ground for his supposition that Her- 
odotus, in quoting the Alpis and Carpis as 
rivers, confounded them with the names of 
mountains. The former, it will be seen, is 
an appellative for a river ; the latter is foimd 
in the name Carpino, of an affluent of the 
Tiber, and might be from the Celt, garhh, 
violent ; a High Germ, element, for instance, 
would make garhh into carp. But indeed 
the form carp is that which comes nearest 
to the original root, if I am correct in sup- 
posing it to be the the Sansc. karp, Lat. 
carpOy in the sense of violent action. In the 
following list I should be inclined to take 
the names Alapa, Elaver, and Ilavla, as near- 
est to the original form. 

1. Germamy, Albis, 1st cent. The Elbe. Also 

the Alb in Baden, and the Alf in 
Pomerania. 

Alpis (Herodotus), perhaps the Inn. 

Alapa, 8th cent., now the Wblpe. 

The AuPB. Joins the Elba 

Fra/nce, Alba ant., now the Aube. 



wimm^^^^rv^^^^^^^m 
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haxdly thiuk that all the many rivers called 
the Saale are salt, and I am inclined to go 
deeper for the meaning. The Sansc. has sal, 
to move, whence sedan, water. The first 
meaning then seems to be water— applied to 
the sea as the water — ^and then to salt as 
derived from the sea. So that when the Gr. 
aXg, the Old Norse salt, and the GaeL sal, all 
mean both salt, and also the sea, the latter 
may be the original sense. From the above 
root, sal, to move, the Lat. forms both salire 
and saltare, as from the same root come sal 
and salt. I take the root sal then in river- 
names to mean, at least in some cases, water. 
In one or two instances the sense of saltness 
comes before us as a known quality, and in 
such case I have taken the names elsewhere. 
But failing the proper proo^ which would 
be that of tasting, I must leave the others 

where they stand. 

1. GermcMM/. Sala, 1st cent. Eive rivers called 

the Saale. 
Salia, 8th cent. The SEnjJS. 
Frcmee* The Sell^ Two rivers. 
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Russia. The Sal. Joins the Dozl 
Spam. Salo ant, now the Xalon. 

2. WUh ihe ending en=aS(m8c, aaUMij water f 

Irdtmd. The Slaan and the Slakey. 
Frcmce. The Seluke. Dep. Manche. 

It is possible that the root als, ils, found 
in the name of several rivers, as the Alz, 
Elz, Ilsb, may be a transposition of the 
above, just as Gr. a\9 = Lat. sal. But upon 
the whole I have thought another derivation 
better, and have included them in a pre- 
ceding group. 

From the Sansc. var or vars, to bedew, 
moisten, whence var, water, varsas, rain, Gr. 
e^i;, dew, GaeL and Ir. uaran, fresh water, 
I get the Mowing, dividing them into the 
two forms, .ar3.ar. 

The form loa/r. 

1. Englcmd. The Yeb. Herts. 
Frcmce. VmiA ant. The Virb, 
Oermany. The Wbbbe in Thuiingia. 

2. With ihe endmg en. 

OervMrny. Wariiina, 8th oent. The Werit. 
The Wabn(au). Mecklenbuig- 
Schweren. 
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« 

Na^le9, YabAno^* a lagoon on the Adriatic 

ahora 

Th^ form vara, 

1. England. The Wobse. Shropsliire. 
Frcmce. The Oubci; Joins the Seina 
Oermmvy, The Webs. Joins the Ems. 
Italy. Absia ant. — ^here t 

Yabesil Lake in Lombardy^ 
Persia. Abosis ant., now the Tab — here 1 

Armenuk t Abaxes ant., now the Abas — here ? 

2. With ihe endmq erk 

G&rnMMvy. Ubsena, 8th cent., now the Oebtze. 
AsiaMmoT* OBsmns ant., now the Hagisik— 

here! 

3. With the ending el, 

Ge/rvMrny. XJbsela, 8th cent. The Ubsel. 
HoBSEL. Joins the Werre, 

Id the above Sansc. var, to moisten, to 
water, is contained, as I take it, the root of 
the Finnic wiria^ a river, the only appella- 
tive I can find for the following. 

1. Oermtmy. WEBT(AHA),,10th cent., now the 

Webt(ach). 

* FoUowlng strioUj Ihe above Gait word wvram^ Uil» miglit be 
'* Freah-wster Bay.** 

t The Arszes of BMoMnm, observes the Editor of Smith** Anoieat 
OeoQMphy, " eMuot be identtftod with anjp single river : the name was 
probably an appellative for a river, and was applied, like our Avon, to 
several streams, which Herodotus supposed to be identiLcaL** Arazes I 
take to be a Orsecism, and the Mo4. aaina Acas to show the proper /orm. 
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Potcmd. . The Wabta. Joins the Oder. 

Demnark The Vardb. Prov. Jutland. 

India, The Witrdah. JoIbb the Godar 

ayery. 

2. With the endmg en. 
France. The Vbrdoh. Dep. Var. 

3. WUh the endmg er. 
Irdcmd. The Vartrby. Wicklow. 
Frcmce. The Vardrbl 

Ewop. Turkey, The Yabbab, ant. Axius. 

The following names have been generaJly 
supposed to be derived from Welsh chdd 
or cleddeu, sword, and to be applied meta- 
phorically to a river. But I think it will be 
seen from the Sansa klid^ to water, whence 
klaidaUy flux, Gr. kKvSwv, fluctus, xmda, Aug.- 
Sax. glade, a river, brook, that the meaning 
of water lies at the very bottom of the word. 
Perhaps, however, as the senses of a running 
stream and of a sharp point often run parallel 
to each other, there may be in this case a re- 
lationship between them. 

1. Scotland. The Clyde. (Clota, Ptolemy.) 
Walee. The Cloyd, the Clwyd, and the 

Cleddeu. 
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2. 



3. 
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Irdamd. 


The Glydb. 


Greece, 


Cladeus ant. — ^here 1 


Umbria, 


Clit(umnus)* ant. — here 1 




}Vith the endmg en. 


Oermani/. 


The Klodn(itz). Pruss. Silesia. 




li^ith the endmg er. 


Greece. 


The CuTOSA in Arcadia, on which 




stood the ancient Clitorium. 


Asia Mm. 


Cludbos ant., in Caria. 



There axe two Sanscrit roots from wHch 

the word agr, ang, ing, in river-names might 

be deduced One is the verb ag or aj\ to 

move, whence anjas, movement, (or the verb 

ac or anc, to traverse), and the other is the 

verb ag or ang, to contract, whence Latin 

anguis, snake, anguiUa, eel, Eng. angle, &c. 

The sense then might be either the ordioary 

one of motion, the root-meaning of most 
river names, or it might be the special sense 

of tortuousness. But as the only appellative 

I can find is the word anger, a river, in the 

TcheremissiaQ dialect of the Finnic (Bona- 

parte polyglott), I think it safer to follow 

the most common sense, though the other 

* Gontalnlng the Latin amnis, river, or only a eni»honio form of 
caitnnnnif See Ctommna, p. 18. 
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may not improbably intermix. The deriva- 
tion of Mone, from Welsh eog, salmon, I do 
not think of. 

L With the ending en. 

Germanf/, Ankin(aha), 8th cent., dow the 

£gkk(ach). 
Frcmee. The Ikqon. Dep. Somme. 

2. WUh ihe endvng er. 
JEnffland. The Ankeb. Leioesterahire. 
Oermanf/. Ackaba, 10th cent. The Agoeb. 

Aqaba, 8th cent. The Egeb. 

The AiTGEBAP (op, WAter), Prussia 
Siberia, The Anoera. 
Italy, AoABis ant. The Aorl 

Servia % Angrus (Herodotus). 
India. The Aghob — ^herel 

3. With the ending d, 

Oermomy, The Angel, three rivers (Baden, 

Westphalia, and Bohemia). 
Ruadob. The Ingul. Joins the Bug. 

4. With the ending ait. 

Oenwmy. Agasta/ 8th cent., now the Aiss. 

From the Sansc. j^i, to drink, also to give 
to drink, to water, Gr. 7r«B, iriwo, we may get 
a fonja piVi in river-names. 

1. Qermamy. The Pben in Prussia. 

* I think that in thii, m probably in lome other oases, A is only a 
phonetio form of m, and that the Mod. name Aym points truly to tht 
ancient form as A^om^ boo note, p. 29. 
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2. 



3. 



i. 



Holstem, 
Hwngcury. 

Bussia, 

Greece, 

Siberia, 

India. 



The PiNAU. Joins the Elbe. 
The PiNA. Joins the Pripet. 
The Pdtka — ^here f* 
The PiANA. Joins the Volga. 
The Pihb(oa). Joins the Dwina, 
The BiiroA. Joins the Beas. 
Pekeus ant. Two rivers-^here 1 

WWi the etidmg en. 
The Penjika. 

With the ending er. 

The Pekkab. Madras. 

WWi the endvng es. 

The Penza. Joins the Sura. 



Etissia, 

From the above Sansc. pi we may also 
derive the form pid. The only appellative 
I find, (if it can be called one), is the Aug.- 
Sax. pidels, a thin stream, given by Kemble 
in the glossary to the Cod. Dip. ; and hence 
the name Piddle, of several small streams. 
The only name I find in the simple form, 
and that uncertain, is the Pindus of Greece. 
Then there is a form peder, which seems to 
be jfrom a definite word, and not firom the 
simple sufl&x er. 

* I flhoold without heflitfttion have taken the Ptmka, as well as Aa 
Soasian Pinxoa, to be from this root, with the Slavonic tMx ga or ka. 
But the English river Fbnx in Staffordshire introduces an element of 
doubt. It may, however, also be from thii root, with tha ending itk com- 
mon in the riven of Scotland. See p. 25. 
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1. JBfTi^ilatul TkeFBDDmu Somerset. 
Ore/eoe. Ftdaeas ant. Thrace. 
India. The PniBAA— here f 

S* WUk Ihe endmg en. 

SeoUaaieL The IhxaxKfvx), a smatt stream in 



3. With fhe endmff dn 
England, The Pettebil in Cumberland. 

4. WWi the ending et. 

JBngland. Tta>mKDS (God, JDip.) Nov the Par* 

SEuE* 

Also fipojn the Sanso. root pi, to drink, to 
water, we get the form hib or pip, as found 
in Lat. hiho, and in Sansc. pipdsas, toper. 
Here also in the simple form I only find one 
name — ^the Beuve in France, Dep. Gironde. 
In the form hiher there are many names, 
partial, in Ge....y. G^(^^ 
schatz), seems to refer the word to hiber, 
beaver* but Forstemann, with more reason, 
as I think, suggests a lost word for water or 
river. 

1. Engkmd The Peyeb. Cheshire. 
Scotland. The Peffer. Eoss-shire. 
Frcmoe. The Bisybi. Joitxs the Seina 
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Oermany. BiBEft(AHA), Tihcent. The Bever, 

the Bvbbjl, the Febb(ach), and the 
Bibeb(bach). 

2. Wiih the ending en, 

Qwmam/y. Biyeran, 8th cent.^ now the Beveb. 
jPVonce. The Beutbon. Dep. Nidyre. 

Perhaps also from the root 'pi we may- 
derive the Ir. huinuy river, hual^ hiol, water. 
From the former Mr. Chamock derives the 
name of the Boyne, a derivation which I 

think suitable, even if we take the ancient 
form Buvinda> (ZetbSSy Gramm. Cdt.J which 

might be more properly Buvinna, as Gironde 
for Garonne in France. For the Bunaha in 

Germany, the Old Norse huna^ scaturire, 

might also be suggested. 

Irdamd. The Botne. 

Germcmy. Bxjn(aha), 9th cent., now the Bauk- 

(ach). 

From the Ir. hioly huol^ I derive the fol- 
lowing, keeping out the rivers of the Slavonic 
districts, which may be referred to the Slav. 
hicda^ white. 

1. Englcmd. The Beela, Westmoreland. 



APPELLATXYES. 85 

Ireland, The Botle^ of which, acoording to 

O'Brien, the Irish form is Buil, 

Frcmce. The Bol(bbc). Dep. Seine-In£ 

Oermtmy. Boll(aka) ant ^ot identified. 
AHa Minar, Billmuq ant., now the Filyaa. 

2. With, &he ending er. 
Oermany. The Buhlbb. Wurteznburgi 
JRfuaia. The Bulleb. 

3. WWi Ihe ending et. 
Oermanf/. The Bullot. Baden. 
jRturick The Polota. Joins the Dwina 

A very obscure root in river-names is ^^oy 
or cock. The only appellatives I find are in 
the Celtic, viz., Gael caochan, a small stream. 
Arm. goagen^ wave ; unless we think also of 
the word jokhy joggiy which in the Finnic 
dialects signifies a river ; and in that case 
the most probable root wotdd be the Sansa 
yu^y to gush fortL To the river Coquet, in 
Northumberland, something of a sacred char- 
acter seems to have been ascribed ; an altar 
having been discovered bearing the inscrip* 
tion "Deo Cocidi,'* and supposed to have 
been dedicated to the genius of that river. 
Again, we are reminded of the Cocytus iq 
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Greece, a tributary of the river Aeheron, in- 
vested with so many mysterious terrors as 

supposed to be under the dominion of the 

King of Hadea Possibly, however, it might 
only be the similarity, or identity, of the 

names which transferred to the one some- 
thing of the superstitious reverence paid to 
the other. At all events, I can find nothing 
in the etymology to bear out such a mean- 
ing. 



1. 


Mn^a/nd, 


QocBB&c (Cod. IHip.) Thin wovHd 
aeem to have probaUj boeii a 
small stream called Cock, to 
which, as in many other case£f, 
the Saxons added the word 
brook. 


2. 


Orn'mtmyi. 


QocJ6[nr(AHA), 8th cent., now the 

KOCHER.* 


3. 


Englcmd, 
Indiok* 


li^iHh 1M endmg er. 

The Cocker. Cumberland. 
The CoKEB. Lancashire. 
The KoHABT-^here? 


4. 


WW^ the mdmq eZ. 
Trtmsylvwrna, Tlie Kok]s^ two rivers. 



This TiyBt seengA «l9o i» have h—n, callad ftnoiently Chocvaba. 
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England. OockUti^bbok.* Oumberla&cL 
Germany. Chuohiijbach^ now Kuchel-baclL 

5. WUh ihs ending et 

England. The Coquet. NortKnmberland. 
Greece. Oocrws ant, now the Vuvo. 

6. In a compowid form. 

Engkmd. The OuokharEi Sussex, with the 

word mar, p. 61. 

From the Sansc. mid, to soften, to melt, 
(perhaps formed on the root mi, p. 59), come 
Sansc. miditaSy fluid, Lat. madidus, wet. 
Herein seems a sufficient root for river- 
names, but there is another which is apt to 
intermix, Sansc. math, to move, whence, I 
take it^ and not from the former, is Old 
Norse mdda, a river. I separate a form 
med or mid, in which the sense of medivs, 
and also that of mitis, is in some cases clearly 
brought out ; and another, muth or muot, 
which, though from the same root, as I take 
it, as mdda, a river, (math, to move), has 
more evidently the sense of speed. 

* Her« alio, m In the case of the German ChnofaiUbaoh, and the 
OoobrOo before noted, the ending beck (ssbrook), eeemi to hare been 
added to the original name. Chuchilibach appears as the name of a plaoot 
bat I apprehend that the word impUai a atieam of the nune name. 
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EngUmd, 
GemuMM/. 
Italy. 



1. Cfermcmy. Mota, 8ih centy now the Mede or 

Mehe. 

2. With the endmg er. 

The Madder. Wiltshire. 
Mat&a, 8th cent., now the Moder. 
Metaubus ant, the Metaueo— here ? 

3. With the endmg em, 

Frcmce, Matb5ka* ant., now the Mame. 
Italy, MATBonrs ant. in Picenum. 

4. With the endmg d. 
Oefrmaufhy, The Madel. 

The only appellative for a river which I 

find derived from its sound is the Sanscrit 
nodiy Hind, nuddy^ from wad, sonare. Whe- 
ther the foUowing names should come in here 
may be uncertain ; I can find no links be- 
tween them and the Sanscrit ; perhaps the 
root md, p. 54, may be suitable. 

1. Frcmce, Noda ant., now the Noain. 

Wi(h the endmg er. 

The NoDDEB. (Noddre, Cod. Dip.) 

The Neutra. Joins the Danube. 

WUh the ending es. 
Natiso ant., now the Katisone. 



2. 



MngUwid, 
Hvm/goffy. 



3. 



Fenefto. 



^ I think that these qnantlties, ao far u they are derived from the 
Latin poets, should be accepted with some reserve. Unless more self- 
denying than most of their craft, I fear that they would hardly let a GaiUc 
xirer stand in the way of a lively dactyL 



APPBLLATIVE3. 89 

The only words I can find at all bearing 
upon the following river-names are the Serv, 
jezor^ Bohem. and Illyr. jezerOy lake, wherein 
may probably lie a word jeZy signifying water. 
But respecting its etymology I am entirely 
in the dark. 

1. Oermcmy, Jaz(aha), 8tli cent., now the Joss. 

Jez(awa), 11th cent., a brook near 

Lobenstein. 
The Jetza. Joins the Elbe. 
The j£ss(AyA). Joins the Danube. 

2. Wii^ ihA ending er, 
Russia, The Jisdra. Joins the Oka. 

3. Ci)mp(ywnded wUh main, river ^ 
litusia. The Jesmen. Gov. Tchnerigov. 

Another word, of which the belongings are 
not clearly to be traced, is the Armorican 
hold, houlen, unda, to which we may put the 
following. 

1. England, The Hxtll. Joins the Humber. 
Finland, The Ullea. Gulf of Bothnia. 
Spam, The TJlla in Galicia. 

% Compowtided with ster, river, 

Qermmvy, Ulstba, 9th cent., now the TTlstisb. 

In the Irish and Obs. Gael, doihar, water, 
Welsh diod, drink, diotay to tipple — ^with 
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2. 



3. 



Englamd. 
Irelomd. 



which we may perhaps also connect the 

Lapp, dadno, river, Albanian Sh, sea, and 
EhsBt. dutg^ torrent, we may find the root of 
the Mowing. 

1. Oertnomy, The Dutte. Joins the Hase. 

The Dude, a small stream in Prossia. 

With ihe endmg en. 
The DuDDON. Lake district 

With the endmg er. 
The DoDDEB. 

4. Compounded with mal.* 

Qwmomy, Duthmala, 8th cent., now the 

DOMMEL. 

From the Welsh vnfly Ang.-Sax. wyUan^ 
Eng. well^ to flow or gush, (Sansc. vail^ to 
move 1), we got the following. 

1. England. The Willy. Wiltshira 

The Yeile, in Jutland. 
The Villa. 

The Yel. Joins the Yaga. 
The YiLiA. Joins the Niemen. 
The Ymu, (Siberia). Joins the Lena, 

WUh ihe endmg en. 
The Welland, (properly Wellan ?) 



Denmark. 

Norway. 

Buuia, 



% 



Englamd. 
Euaaia. 



The YiLNA. Gov. Minsk. 



* I do not know any other instance of this ending in riyer namea, but 
I take it to be, like num or tHoln, an extendon of may, and to signify water 
or river. 
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Italy. The Yelino. Joins the NersL 

3. Wi^ the endmg er. 

India, The Yellaub, Madras — ^here f 

4 With the ending s, 

Germcmy. The Yils, two lirers in Bavaria.. 

The Welse. Joins the Oder. 
Spam. The Yelez. Prov. Malaga. 

A word which appears to have the mean- 
ing of water or river, but respecting the ety- 
mology of which I am quite ignorant, is asop 
or asp. That it has the above meaning I 
infer only from finding it as the second part 
of the word in the ancient river-names Cho- 
(aspes), Hyd(aspes), and Zari(aspis). In an 
Ld.pi Jt fo-L it ooour, in the Mowii«. 
Lhuyd, (in the appendix to Easterns glos- 
sary), referring to Hespin as the name of 
sJdry small Learns in Wales, derives it 
fromLp^n, a sheep tixat yields no milk, 
because these streams are almost dry in 
summer. This derivation is unquestio^bly 
false so far a. this, that the two words a^ 
merely derived from the same origin, viz., 
Welsh Aesp or %«p, dry, barren. But whe- 
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ther this word has anjrthing to do with the 
Mowing names is doubtfol ; it seems at any \ 

rate unsuitable for the large rivers, such as 
the Hydaspes, (the Jhylum of the Punjaub). 
From the derivation of Mone, who finds in 
Isper, as in Wipper, p. 64, a word per, moun- 
tain, I entirely dissent. 

1. Frcmoe. The Aspe. Basses — Pyrenees. 
Germcmy. Hesapa aQt, now the Hbspsr. 
Greece. Asopus ant. Two rivera. 

2. With the endi/ng er. j 
Germomy, Ispera, 10th cent. The Ispsb. 



s. 




CHAPTEK V. 



THAT WmCH BUNS RAPIDLY, FLOWS 
GENTLY, OR SPREADS WIDELY. 

In the preoediBg chapter I have included 
the words from which I have not been able 
to extract any other sense than that of water. 
As I have before mentioned, it is probable 
that in some instances ther^ may be fine 
du^ of diff.»»» which wo«ld i«mov» 
them out of that oategoiy, but whenever I 
have thought to have got upon the trace of 
another meaning, something ha^ in each case 
turned up to disappoint the conditions. 

In the present chapter, which comprehends 
the words wHch describe a river aa that 
which runs rapidly, that which flows gently, 
that which spreads widely, there may still 
in some cases be something of an appellative 
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sense, because there may be a general word 
to denote a rapid, a smooth, or a spreading 
stream. 

Among the rivers noted for their rapidity 
is the Rhone. This is the characteristic 
remarked by all the Latin poets — 

Tesids Arar, Bhodanusqne oeler, magnusque Garon^Loa. 

Qua Rhodanus raptim velocibiis undis 

In mare f ert ArarinL 

Sih, lied, 

Prsocipitifl Rhodani sic intercisa fluentis. 

Avsonms, 

I think that. Donaldson and Mono are un- 
questionably wrong in making the name of 
this river Rho-dan-us, from a word dan, 
water. Still more unreasonable is a deriva- 
tion in the Cod. Vind, from rothy violent, 
and dan, Celt, and Hebr. a judge ! On this 
Zeuss {Gram/m. Celt,) remarks — ^^ The sylla- 
ble an of the word Rhodanus is without 
doubt only derivative, and we have nothing 
here to do with a judge ; nevertheless the 
meaning violent (currengf^ rapidus,) is not to 
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be impugned." The word in question seems 
to be foxind in Welsh rhedu, to run, to race, 
Gael roth^ a wheel, &c. But there is a word 
of opposite meaning, Gael, reidh, smooth, 
which is liable to intermix. Also the Germ. 
rothy red, may come in, though I do not 
think that Forstemaim has reason in placing 
aU the German rivers to it. 

L England The Botha. Lake district. 

Oermcmy. Bot(aha}, 8th cent. The Both, two 

rivers, the Bott, three rivers, the 
Bod(au}, the Bod(ach), and the 
Bott(ach), all seem to have had 
the same ancient name. 
Bad(aha) ant., now the Bod(aoh}. 
HolUmd. The Botte, by Botterdam. 
Aaia Mm. Bhodius ant.* Mysia. 

2. With ihe ending en, 
EnghmcL The Boddbn. Shropshire. 
France, BhodInus ant., now the Bhonx. 
Oermcmy. The Bothahte near Strassburg, seems 

to have been formerly Bot(aha). 

3. With ihe ending entf 

GerTnamy. BADAirriA, 8th cent., now the Red* 

KITZ. 

* This, one of the Homeric riyers,WM not identified in the time of Pliny, 
t Perhape formed from ct by a phonetic n. So the Eamont in Onm- 
berland aeemi to have been called in the time of Leland the Eamot 
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England* 



5. 



W^ the end/hig er. 
The HoTHEB in Sussex. 
The EoTHEB, joins the Thames at 
Rotherhithe. 

With 1M endmg d, 
Raotula, 8th cent., now the Rotel.. 



Oerman^. 

Allied to the last word is the Eng. race^ 
and the many cognate words in the Indo- 
European languages which have the sense 
of rapid motion, as Welsh rhysUy &c. 



1. Seatland, 
Ireland. 
Germany, 
StJoUzerlaffid, 
Ruaaia^ 
Spam. 
Asia Min. 
India. 



2. 



3. 



Qermamy. 



The Rasay. Rosshire. 
The Ross. 

The Riss. Wurtemburg. 
The Reus& Joins the Aar. 
The Rasa. 
The RiAZA. 

Rhesus of Homer not identified. 
Rasa, the Sanscrit name of a 
river not identifiifed. 

W\Jth the ending eU 

The Rossl(au). Joins the Elbe. 

WWi the ending eU 

The Rezat. Joins the Rednitz. 



OeTTrwnA/. 

From the Gael, garbh, Welsh garw^ vio- 
lent, Armstrong derives the name of the 
Garonne and other rivers."^ The root seems 



* It will be 8een» howerer, that while admittiiig this root, I do not 
plaoe GkuxNuii to it. 
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to be found in Sansc. harv or harp, Latin 
carpo, &c., implying violent action. The 
Lat. carpo is applied by the poets to denote 
rapid progress, as of a river, through a 
country. So likewise more metaphorically 
to the manner in which a bold and steep 
mountain rises from the valley. As also 
one of our own poets has said — 

Behind the yaJley topmost Gaigarus 
Stands up and takes the morning — 

Hence this root is found in the names of 
mountains as well as rivers — e.gr,, the Car- 
pathians (Carpates), and the Isle of Carpfir 
thus, which " consists for the most part of 
bare mountains, rising to a central height of 
4,000 feet, with a steep and inaccessible 
coast."* 

1. Scotland^ Garf water, a bum in Lanarkshire. 

The Gryffe. Renfrew. 
Germany. The Grabow. Fruss. Pom. 
Dan/uh, Frov. Carpis, Herodotus, see p. 73. 

2. With the ending en, 
Scotl<md. The Girvan. Ayr. 

lUdy. The Oarpino. Joins the Tiber. 

The Graving. Naples. 

* Smith's Aneient Geography. 
N 
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3. With the endmg eL 

Italy. Cerbalus* ant., now tlie Cebyabo 

— here? 

From the Sansc. su, to shoot forth, 5^, 
sUtis^ rushing or darting, Gr. crovcri^, cnrsus, 
I take to be the following. Among the de- 
rived words, the Gael, siith, a billow, seems 
to be that which comes nearest to the sense 
required. 

1. Suntzerlcmd, The Suss. 
Denmark The Suus(aa). 

Bohemia. The Saz(awa). Joins the Moldan. 
Portugal. The SouzA. 
Siberia. The Sos(va), two rivers. 

India. The SnT(ooDRA), or Sutledge — 

here It 

2. With the ending en. 
France. The Suzon. 

Russia. The Sosna, two rivers. 

Probably to the above we may put a form 
sest^ sosty found in the following. 

1. Gerrrwmy. The Soeste. Oldenburg. 
Italy. Sessites ant., now the Sesia. 

Persia. Soastus or Suastus ant. 

* This liver of Apnliat though small in Bommer, is exceedingly violent 
in winter. 

t "In its upper put it is a raging torrent." 

John$ton*» OaaetUer. 



w«r^w^^««vvv^^'^n^^^ — 
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* 

H. WUh Ihe ending er. 

Bttssia. The Sestra. €k>y. Moskow. 
Germany. The Sosteb(bach). Joins the Lippe. 

To the above root I also place the follow-' 
ing, corresponding more distinctly with Old 
High German schuzzen, Ang.-Sax. sceotan, 
Eng. shoot, Obs. Gael and Ir. sciot, dart, 
arrow.* 

1. WUh ihe ending en, 

Oermany. Soxtzna, 8th cent., now the Schus- 

SEN. 

ScuzRX ant, now the Sghozach. 

2. WUk ihe ending en. 

Germanf/. Soutaba, 10th cent., now the Schut- 

TER, two rivers. 
ScuNTRA, 8th cent., now the Schok- 
DBA and the Sghuhteb. 

From the Germ, jagen, to hxmt, to drive 
or ride fast. Bender derives the name of the 
Jaxt, in the sense of swiftness, suggesting 
also a comparison with the ancient Jaxartes 
of Asia. Forstemann considers both sugges- 
tions doubtful, but the former seems to me 
to be reasonable enough. The older sense 

* The deriyation of Mone, who maikAi «m and »enU altered forme of 
aro< or §nd, la not to be entertained. 
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of jagen is found in the Sansc. yug^ to dftrt 
forth, formed on the simple verb ya, to go. 
And appellatives are foimd in the Finnic 
words jokhy joggly a river. As for the Jax- 
artes, I am rather inclined to think that the 
more correct form would be Jazartes, and 
that it contains the word^esjer, before referred 
to. 

1. Rusaiob. The Jug. Joins the DwiiUL 

2. Wiik the ending et. 

ItaJy. Jactus ant Affluent of the Po. 

Persia, The Jaghatu. 

Germam/y, The Jahde,* in Oldenbnig. 

8. Wiih ihe ending at 

Germcmt/, Jagista ant., now the Jaxt or Jagst. 

From the root vipy to move, p. 64, by the 
prefix Sy is formed Old Norse svipUy Ang.- 
Sax. siuifauy Eng. sweep, &c. In these the 
sense varies between going fast and going 
roimd, and the same may be the case in the 
following name& 

* I am not rare that tbe Jahde of Oldenbniv c^ms not contain tbe mom 
definite idea of a hone (Eog. jade. North Eng. yawd^. There axe three 
livers near together, the Haaae, the Hnnte, and the Jahde. It rather 
■eemB as if the popuUur fancy had got np the idea of a hunt, and named 
them as the Hare» tbe Honnd, and the Horse. 
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Fr<mc6, The Suiffe. Joins the Aisne. 
Germomy, Suevus, 2nd cent., now the Wamow, 

or, according to Zeuss, the Oder. 
8i7Ab(aha), 8th cent., now the 
Schwab(ach). 

From the Obs. Gael sgiap, sgioh, to move 
mpidly, Eng. skip, may be the foUowing. 

1. England. The Sheaf, hy Sheffield. 
Grermcmy, Sgiffa, 9th cent., now the Schupf. 
Ama, Mm. Scopas ant., now the Aladan, 

2. Wi^ ^ ending en, 
Englcmd. The Skipfon. Joins the Wyxe. 

In the Gael hraisy impetuous, related per- 
haps to Lat. versOf we may find the root of 
the following. 

1. Germomy, The Bibse. Prussia. 
SwUzerlamd, The Bibse. Cant. Berne* 

2. Wvfh the endmg en. 
Irdomd, The Bbosna. Leinster. 

Trcmayhnmia. The Bubzen. Joins the Aluta. 
FrvM, Fai. The Fbobna. 

3. Wi(k ihe ending d. 

FramM. The Bbeslb. Enters the English 

Channel 

4 W\iSh the endmg ent. 

Germamiy. The Pebsantb. Fruss. Pom. 
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From the Sansc. roih or rav^ to daxt forth, 
whence (in a somewhat changed sense) Eng. 
ravty French ramVy Lat. rdbidus^ &c. The 
original meaning of a ravine was a great 
flood, or as Cotgrave expresses it — ^"'A ravine 
or inundation of water, which overwhelmeth 
all things that come in its way/' 



1. 


Irdamd, 


The BoBB. Connanght. 




India, 


The Bayee or Iraotee — here 1 


2. 




Wiih the endmg en. 




JSngUmd. 


Yarious nmall streams called Bayen, 
Bavenbegk, &C. 




Fraftce, 


The BouBiON, affluent of the Rhone 
— herel 



From the Sansc. mathy to move, axe de- 
rived, as I take it. Old High German muot. 
Mod. Germ. mtUhy Ang.-Sax. mod^ courage 
or spirit, Welsh mwytk, swift, &c., to which 
I place the following. 

1. Smtzerland, The Muotta. CSant Sdhwytz. 

2. ComjfHtv/nded wWk vey, stream or river. 
Wales. The Muthvey. Three riyers. 

The Sansc. sphar^ sphurj^ to burst forth, 
shews the root of a number of words such 
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as sparky springy spirts spruce, spry, in which 

the sense of briskness or liveliness is more 

or less contained. But the Sansc. sphar or 

spar must be traced back to a simpler form 

spa or spe, as found in spew, to vomit, and 

in the word spa, now confined to medicinal 
springs. 

The Spet. Elgin. 
WUh the ending en. 



1. Scotland, 
2. 



a 



Scotland. 

Soodcmd, 
Germtmy, 



The Speak. 

With the ending tr. 
The Speab. 

Spira, 8th cent., now the Spedbb. 
The Spbee. Joins the HaveL 



Derived forms from the above root are 
also the following, which correspond more 
closely with Qerm. spriltsen, Ang.-Sax. ^pry- 
tan, Eng. spirt, Ital. sprizzare. And I think 
that most of these names are probably Ger- 



man. 



England, 
Oermawy, 



The Sprint, a small stream in West- 
moreland. 

Sprazah, 9th cent., some stream in 
Lower Anstria. 

The Sprotta in Silesia. 
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Sfrsnzala, 8ih cent., now the Sfhbt- 



Spubchine(bach)9* 9ih cent., now 
the Spibckjel(bagh)l 

EfL Turkey, The Spsessa. Joins the Booul 

In the preceding chapter I have treated 
of the root oZ, eZ, Uy to go, and various of its 
derivationa There is another, oZoc, aicy tie, 
which, as it seems most probably either to 
have the meaning of swiftness^ as in the Lat. 
aUtcer, or of tortnonsness, as in. the Greek 
eXuco^, I iQclude in this place. 

1. Eussia, The Ilek. Joins the XJraL 
Sicily, Haltcus ant., now the PhttanL 
Asia Minor. Alcbs ant. Bithynia. 

2. Compounded witk may, main, river, 
Siberia, The Olekxa. Joins the Lena 
Oermany. Alkmaha, 8th centoxy, now the 

AltmiihL 
Greece, Haliacmok ant., now the Yistritsa. 

From the Welsh tarddu, to burst forth, 
we may take the following. There does not 
seem any connection between this and the 

• nniemaim dexiTM tUt, Along with aome other local buhm, from 
Old High Germ, qmrtfta. the joniper-uee. But I think that the straMn at 
leaat ii to be explained better from the Same, ifkmy, to buBt forth, Lat. 
apargo. 
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toot of dart ( jaculum) ; the latter from the 
first signifies penetration, and in river-names 
comes before us in the oblique sense of 
clearness or transparency. 

1. Scotland. The Tarth. Lanarkshire. 

. Zibi/a, Daradus ant., now the Bio di Ouro. 

Armenia. Dabadax* ant. (Xenophon). 

2. With the ending eft. 

France. The Takdoieb. Dep. Oharente. 
Au8t. ItaJCy. The Tartaao. 

3. Wi^ the ending e». 

Spain. Tabtesbus ant., now the Gnadal- 

quiver. 

With the Sansc. till, to move, to agitate, 
we may probably connect the Gael dile and 
tuily Welsh diluWy dylify dylwch, a flood, 
deluge, as also Ang.-Sax. dilgian, German 
tilgen, to overthrow, destroy, &c. The 
Ang.-Sax. dSlan, Germ, thielen, to divide, 
in the sense of boundary, may however in- 
termix in these names. 

1. England. The Till. Northumberland. 
Ireland. The Deel. Limerick. 
G&rmomy. The Dill. Nassau. 



* The ending x I take to be a Orsecism for 9. 

O 
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Bdgium, Thuja, Qth ceut.^ now the Dylb in 

Bravant. 
SurUzedcmd. The Thiels. 

2. With the endvng en. 

Germcmy. The Tollen. Mecklenburg-Schwe- 

rin. 

3. With ihe endmg er. 

Scotland, The Dillab bum. Leemaha^w. 

4. With the endi/ng es, 
Gemwmy. The Tilse, by Tilait. 

With the two Welsh forms dylif and 
dylwchj deluge, we may perhaps comiect 
the foUowing, though for the former the 
Ang.-Sax. delfaUy to dig, deify a ditch, may 
also be suitable. 

O&rmam/y, DELv(uin)A), 9th century, now the 

Dblven(au). 
Delchana, 11th centuiy, now the 
Dalcke. 

From the Gael and Ir. taosg^ to pour, 
tiaSy tide, flood, may be the foUowing. Per- 
haps the special sense of cataract may come 
in, at least in some cases, as two of the 
imder-noted rivers, the Tees and the Tosa, 
are noted for their faUs. 

1. Englcmd. The TEEa Durham. 
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SudtzerUmd. The Toss. Cant ZuricL 
Fiedmont, The Tosa. 
Ruada, The Tescha. Joins the Oka. 

Hwngary, Ttsia ant., now the Theiss. 
Ctfeece. Tiasa ant. Laconia. 

India. The Touse — here ) 

2. WUh the endmg en. 

SwUzerkmd. The Tessin or Ticino. 
Germany, The Desna. Joins the Dnieper. 
Frcmce. The Tacon. Dep. Jura. 

8. With the ending d, 

Germany, Tussale {GenUive\ 11th cent., now 

the DussEL by Diisseldoif 

4. With ihe ending at.* 

JEngland, The Test. Hants. 

Germamy, The Dista. Prussia. 

India, The Teesta — ^hei*e ? 

From the Sansc. gad or gand, Ang.-Sax. 
gedtan, Suio-Goth. gjuta, Danish gyde^ Old 
Norse giosa, Old High Ger. giezen, Obs. Gael. 
guis, aU having the meaning of Eng. "gush/^ 
we get the following. The Gotha or Goeta 
of Sweden may probably derive its name 
from the well-known fall which it makes at 



* In these names we may perhaps think of the Bohem. ded, ndn. The 
Teesta Is much swollen in the rainy season, but perhaps not more so than 
most of the other rivers of Hindostan. In Hamilton's East Indian Oaiet- 
teer» it is explained as "HshiOf standing still "—a derivation which seems 
hardly to agree with the subsequent description of its " quick stream." 
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Trolhaetta. So also the Gaddada of Hin- 
dostan is noted for its falls ; and the Giess- 
bach is of European celebrity. But in some 
of the other names the sense may not extend 
beyond that of waadering. as we find it m 
Eng. gady which I take to be also from this 
root. Or that of stream, as in Old High 
Germ. giozOy GaeL and Ir. gaisidh, rivulus, 

1. Mnglcmd. The Gade. Herts. 

ScotkmcL Gada ant.,* now the Jed bj Jedburgh. 
Germcmt/. The Gose, Joins the Ocker. 

Gei8(aha), 8th cent., now itud Geisa. 

The G^mDE, BronswiQlt^here^ or to 
con, cand, pure^ 
Switzerland. The Giess(bach). Lake of Brienz. 
Spain, The Gata. Joins the Alagon. 

Sweden, The Gotha or Gceta. 

The GiDEA, enters the G. of Bothnia; 
Ada. Gtkdes {HerodotU8\ perhaps the 

Diala — ^here % 

2. With the mding en. 

Asia Minor. Gydnus ant, now the Teisoos Chai. 

3. With the endmg er. 
Persia. The Gapeb. 

Sardinia. Cjbdbius ant., now the Fitune del 

OroseL 

— -— — — — ^ ■ ■ ■ - II ■ I ■ ■ I II L ) 

* Hence Baxter derives the name of the Qaden^** Qnid Miiiii (tedaol 
idBi ad Gadam amnem geuiti f* 



I 
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4. WUh the endinig d, 

Germomy, Gisil(aha), 8th cent., now the Gibsel 

—here] 

5. Wi&i the endi/ng ed, 
India, The Gaddaba. 

6. Compounded with mamy stream, 
StoUzerkmd. The Gadmek. 

From the Sansc. arh or arv, to ravage or 
destroy, cognate with Lat. orboy &c., may be 
the following. To the very marked charac- 
teristic of the Arve in Savoy I have referred 
at p. 6. But there is a word of precisely 
opposite meaning, the Celt. ara&, Welsh 
arafy gentle, which is very liable to intermix. 

L Fra/nce. The Auve and the Ebve. 

Germany. Orb(aha), 11th cent., now the Obb. 
Sa/rdinia, The Abye and the Orbe. 
Hungcm^, The Arva. Joins the Waag. 
Spain, The Arva, three rivers, tributaries 

to the Ebro. 

2. With the ending en, 
Scodcmd, The Irvine. Co. Ayr. 
Frcmce, Abvenna ant., now the OBVAimSi 

3. With the endmg el, 

Germany, Arbalo, 1st cent., now the Erpe. 

4. Wi^ tTie endmg es, 

Asia Minor, HarpXsus ant, now the Harpa. 
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In the Sansc. cat, to move, and the deriva- 
tives Sansc. calas, Gr. iccXiy?, Obs. Gael 
caUaidh, Latin cder, all having the same 
meaning — ^the sense of rapidity seems suflB.- 
ciently marked to include them in this 
chapter. 

1. ScoiUmd. The Gala. EoxburgL 
Sicily, Gela ant.* 

lUyria. The Gail. 
Greece, Callas ant., in Euboea. 

As.'Turhey, The Chalus of Xenophon, now the 

Koweik. 

2. Wiik the ending en. 
Irekmd, The Callan. Armsigh. 

3. WUh the ending er^Lat, eeier f 
Italy, Calor ant., now the Calobk 

4. With the ending es^Sanec, eodas, dbc, f 
Germcmy. Chalusus^ 2nd cent., supposed to 

be the Trave. 
The Kels, in BaTaria. 
India. The Cailas. 

I am inclined to bring in here, as a deriva- 
live form of col, aad perhaps corresponding 
with the Obs. Gael caUaidhy celer, the forms 

* The Gela is at times a reiy violent stream, as the following descrip- 
tion of Ovid bears witness. 

" Bt te Torticibns non adennde Oela." 

F€uH, 4, 470. 
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cdled, caU, geU. That the Germ. kdUy Eng. 
cold, may intermix, is very probable, but I 
do not think that all the English rivers at 
any rate can be placed to it. There is more 
to be said for it in the case of the Caldew 
than of the others, for one of the two streams 
that form it is called the Cald-beck (i.e., cold 
brook), and it seems natural that the whole 
river should then assume the name of Cald- 
ew (cold river). Yet there may be nothing 
more in it than that the Saxons or Danes 
who succeeded to the name, adopted it ia 
their own sense, and conformed to it. It is to 
be observed that although the form Caldew 
corresponds with the Germ. Chaldhowa, yet 
that the local pronunciation is invariably 
Cauda (=Calda), corresponding with the 
Scandinavian form. Upon the whole how- 
ever, there is much doubt about this group ; 
the form geU Forstemaim refers, a« I myself 
had previously done, to Old Norse geUa, in 
the sense of resonare. In the following 
names I take the Kalit(va) of Bussia, and 
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the Celydnus and Celadon of Greece tp 
approach the nearest to the original form. 



1. Ungland, 



2. 



Gtrmamiy, 



Eiusia. 



GerTnany, 



Oreeoe. 



3. 



Bngland. 

Scotland, 

Belgium, 



The Gelt. Cumberland. 

The Chelt by Cheltenham — here 1 

The Cali>(ew). Cumberland. 

The Cald(howa), {Adomh Brem.)y now 
seems to be called the Aua 

The KALiT(yA). Joins the Donetz. 

With the endmg en, 
Gelten(aha), 11th cent, now the- 
G£ltn(agh). 

Celydnus ant. Epirus. 
Celadon ant. Elis. 

With the ending er. 

The Caldeb. Three rirers. 

The Caldeb. Joins the Clyde. 

Galthesa^ 9th cent. 



I am also inclined to bring in, as another 
derivative form of coH^ the word caZ^p, caJby 
hdp. The only appellatives I find for it are 
the word helpy sea-weed, and the Scottish 
kelpie, a water-spirit, wherein, as in oth^ 
words of the same sort, may perhaps lie a 
word for water. However, this, can be con- 
sidered as nothing more than a conjecture. 
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1. Oermcmy. Kalb(aha), 8th oent., now the 

' Koblb(aoh). 
The KuLPA. Anst Croatia. 
Hwnga/ry. Oolapis ant., affluent of the Drare. 
. . Spam, The Ohelva. Ptoy. Yalentia, 

Fortug<d, OallXpus ant., now the Sadaa 
Aakk Minor. Oalbis ant. Caria. 

Oalpas ant Bithjnia^ 

9. With the endmg en. 

SeoAand, The Kelyut. Stirling. 

The Sansc. car, to move, Lat. curro, like 
some other words of the same sort, branches 
out into two different meanings — ^that of 
going fast, and that of going roimd. Hence 
the river-names from this root have in some 
cases the sense of rapidity, and in others of 
tortuonsness ; and these two senses are some- 
what at variance with each other, because 
tortuousness is more generally connected 
with slowness. Separating the two mean- 
ings as well as I can, I bring in the follow- 
ing here. 

1. SooUcmd. The Oabrt. Perthshire. 

The Yabbow. Selkirkshire. 

2. Wv(h the ending en. 

Englcmd, Oabbhuenus ant., now the Yabe. 

P 
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Fram/o$, Qabxtioti. or OABUiorA ant. The 

Gabokve. 
The GiBOK< Joms the Graronna 
Chruee, Gsbakius ant., and Gbbok antk, two 

rirem of Eiis, aooording to Strabo. 
a W^ t^ emdMyg ei'^Same, ea/ras, swift, Lai. 

Fra/M^. The Gebs. Joins the Garonne. 

Ghabes ant., now the CHisnEta 
Oennomy. The Kebsch. Joins the iNeokar. 
Italy. The Gabza, by Brescia. 

Bfmgtvty* GbbIsus ant., now the KoKOif. 

Am MifMT. The Oabesus of Homer in the pLiin 

of Troy. 
Syria. Oebsus ant., now the Merkez. 

There appear to be several words in which 
the sense of violence or rapidity is brought 
out by the preposition pra, pro, fro, in com- 
position with a verb. Thus the Welsh 
ffre-W), to gush, whence ffrau, a torrent, 
seems to correspond with the Sansc. pra-it 
Lat. prcB-eo, &c. Or perhaps we should takel 
a verb with a stronger sense, say yu, to 
gush, and presume a Sansc. jpra-yw = Welsh 
ffre-uo. In the Albanian irp6^ a torrent, cor- 
responding with Welsh ffrav^ there seems, 
however, no trace of a verb. 
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1. Waleg. The Fuw, bj Abcrfr«v. 

2. WUh the ending en. 

ScoUcmd. The Fbooit. F$J1s into^ Ix>mon<L 

Suasia, The Pbonia. 

The Wekh ^ryciio, to stream, to gush, 
appear to be formed similarly from the pre- 
position fra, joined with the verb eddu, to 
press on, to go, corresponding with Sansc. it, 
Latin ito, &c. Hence it would correspond 
with a Sansc. prorit^ Lat, prcB-ilo, &c. From 
the verb comes the appellative ffrwd, a tor- 
rent, corresponding with the Bohem. jprat^i, 
of the same meaning. 

SpoihncL The Fobth. Co. Stirling. 
Dcmub. Prov. Pobata (Herodotus). The Pbuth. 
SuBma. The Fobt(ya). Got. Kaluga. 

I also brmg in her«. as much suggestively 
as determinately, the following. 

8<msc. pra-patf l^.prcR^to, d>c,y to rush forth, 
BuB8, Pel. The Fbipet. Joins the Dneiper. 
JStilgaria. The Feavadi. Fails into the Black Sea, 

Scmse. prcHxd, to ruih forth, pro, amd cdt, p. 112. 
Prvssia. The Pbeoel. Enters the Frische-HafC 

Sanse. prorli, Lot, proMjto, d;c., to overflow. 
India. The PubaliiT. 
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According to the opinion of Zeuss and 
Gluck; the Danube, (ant. Danubius and 
Danuvius, Mod. Germ. Donau,) would come 
iQ here. These writers derive it from Gael. 
dariy Ir. dana, fortis, audax, in reference to 
its strong and impetuous current. This is 
no doubt the most striking characteristic of 
the river, but it might also not inappropri- 
ately be placed to the root tan^ to extend, 
whence the names of some other large rivers. 
Gluck considers the ending vims to be simply 
derivative, and suggests that the Germans, 
with a natural striving after a meaning, al- 
tered this derivative ending into their word 
avay ahay ach^ or aUy signifying river. Though 
Gluck is a writer for whose opinion I have 
great respect, and though this is the prin- 
ciple for which I myself have been all along 
contending, yet I am rather inclined to think 
that in Danuvius, as in Conovius (the Con- 
way), there is contained a definite appella- 
tive, qualified by a prefixed adjective : this 
seepis to me to be brought out more clearly 
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in the Medway, and in the names connected 
with it. 

The word Ister, which, according to Zeuss» 
is the Thracian name of the Danube, I have 
elsewhere referred to the Armorican ster, a 
river. Not that I mean to infer therefrom 
that the name is Celtic, because ster is only 
a particular form of an Indo-European word 
sur. If we refer the prefix %8 to the Old 
Norse tsia, proruere, then Ister. would have 
the same meaning as that given above to 
Danubius. But the derivation of Mone, who 
explains it by y, the Welsh definite article^ 
and ster 9 a river, making Ister » '' The river,'' 
I hold with Gluck to be — ^like other deriva- 
tions proceeding on the same principle— 
opposed to all sound philology. 

Among the rivers noted for the slowness 
of their course, the most conspicuous is the 
Arar or Saone. CsBsar {de Bell. ChJl) de- 
scribes it as flowiQg *^ with such incredible 
gentleness that the eye can scarcely judge 
which way it is going." Seneca adopts it as 
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a type of indecisiou — **the Arar in doubt 
which way to flow/' Eumenius multiplies 
his epithets — ^^'segnis et cauctabundus amuis, 
tarduaque/' The name Sauconna^ Sagonna^ 
Saonna^ Saone, does not appear before the 
4th cent., yet there does not seem any reason 
to doubt that it is as old as the other. Zeuss 
(Die Deutschen) and the Editor of *" Smith's 
Ancient Gec^raphy take this as the true 
Oallic name. And though Armstrong ez^ 
plains both the Arar and the Saone from the 
Celtic — ^referring the former to the Obs, 
Gael, ar, slow, and the latter to Gael sogh, 
tranquil or placid, in which he may probably 
be correct, yet it by no means follows that 
the name of the Arar is Celtic, for ar is an 
ancient root of the Indo-European speech. 
To the same root as the Saone I also put 
the Seine (Sequttna), and the Segre (Sicdris), 
comparing them with Lat. seg-ms. The 
former of these rivers is navigable for 350 
miles out of 414, and the latter is noted in 
Lucian as ^stagnantem Sicorim.'' Some 
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other rivers, in which the characteristic is 
less distinct, I also venture to place here, 
separating this root as well as I can from 
toother p. 58. 

1. Oemumy. SiGA, 10th cent The Sdsg. 
Butaia^ The Soja. Joins'the Dneiper. 

2. WUh the endmg •». 
Frcmce. Sauoonna ant. The^SAdNE. 

SiQUAHA ant. The Seike. 
The BBUOinL Dep. Ghaiente-Infi 
Susda, The SuoHONA. Joins the Dwina. 

3. WUh the eTidmg er. 
Spain. SiooBis ant The Seqbs. 

The SEGtmA. Enters the Med. Sea. 

Perhaps allied in its root to the last is 
the Gael saimh, quiet, tranquil, to which I 
put the following. 

L Bdgitm. The Semot. 

Efissia. The Sem or Seiv. Joins the Desna^ 

Sadia, a lake in Finland. 

Aiia Minor. The Siifois of Homer — ^here f 
3. WUh the ending en* 

StmtzerUmd. The Simmen, in the Simmen-ThaL 

3. WUh the ending er, 

France, Samaha ant., now the Sohue. 

The Sambbe, ant. Sabis. 
Oermiam/y. The Simmer. Joins the Nahe. 
B^uuML The Bamaka. Two riyera. 
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4. WUk the ending el. 

Otrmamy. Semtta, Sth cent The Semft. 

In the GraeL ar^ slow, (whence the Arar, 
p. 118,) is to be found, as I take it, the root 
of the Welsh araf^ mild, gentle. From this 
Zenss {Gramm. CeU.)l derives the name of 
the Arr&bo, now the Baab. This root is 
liable to mix with another, arv, p. 109, of 
precisely opposite meaning. 

Himgcvry. Abrabo ant., now the Kaab. 
India. Abajbis ant., now the PoraUj. 
Irdand. The ABOB(Ea),* Co. Cork — here I 

I bring in here the word aram or arm, 
which, both in the names of rivers, and in 
the ancient names of men, as the German 
hero Arminius, needs explanation. The au- 
thority of Dr. Donaldson may probably have 
been the cause of the reproduction, even 
in some of the latest English works, of 
the mistake of confounding . the name 
Armin, Ermin, or Irmin, -with the word 
hermann, "warrior, (from her, army, mann, 

* TUi (Ddiiig mij be th* niM ■« tin Seoteh tek or kk, p. 5K, 
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homo). That it is not so is shown by its 
appearance in the ancient names of women, 
as Ermina. Hermena. and IrmiBa,* (daugh- 
ter. of Dagobert the 2nd). And by the man- 
ner in which it forms compoirnds, as Armen- 
fied, Irminric, Irminger,t Ermingaud, Ir- 
minher, &c. For we may take it as a oer- 
tain rule that «, word. Ldf a compound, 
forms other compouxui. in anoient names. 
Indeed, the last of the five names, Irminher, 
(which is found as early as the 7th cent.), is 
formed from the word her^ army, so that, 
according to the above theory, it would be 
Her-mann-her. The £ict then, as I take it, 
is that, both in the names of rivers and of 
men, the root is simply arm or irm, and 
armin or irmin an extended form, like those 
foxmd all throughout these pages. As to its 
etymology, the word aram, amiy in the Teu- 
tonic dialects signifying poor or weak, is in 

* VOntemaiio, Aitdeufcaobea Kamenbaoh. (VoL 1. Fenonennamen). 

t The names haxusm and Abmimoxb, (of which Isxhonqkb may be a 
oorrnption), occur in Lowefs Patronymica Britannlca. And Abminoaud 
la one of the many names of Oerman or Frankish origin sUll found In 
France. 
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itself unsuitable, but I think that the ori- 
ginal meaning may perhaps rather hare been 
mild or geutla The root seems to be found 
m the Gael qt^ slow ; and o/mm may be a 
corre^onding word to the Welsh ataf. 
Baxter, who, though his general system of 
river^ames I hold to be fallacious^ was> for 
his time, no c^itemptible etymobgist^ sug-* 
gests Something of the sort. 

1. Ewglcmd, Tbs Abms. Devon. 
Rusiia. Tke UBjuir(&A)*4i6re 9 

8. Wi&k the ending en. 

Italy. ABDcnrus ani, now the Marecchiai 

The ABHiNiB. 

9. With the ending es. 
G^rmmMf. ARMfSTA ant, now the EaAs. 

Li this place I am inclined to bring in the 
Medway, and some other names connected 
with it. Among tibe various derivations 
which have been suggested for this name^ 
that of Grimm deserves the first place, 
though I much fear that it is too poetical to 
be true. He observes, {Gesch. d. Deutsche 
sprach.), comparing it with another nanw 
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'^In Carl^ campaigiv A.D. 779^ there ia a place 
XoaitiQiried in the vicdnity of the Wesear, called 
Medofullv MidufuUi ; medc^l saeaas pocu« 
lum mubi {HeL 62, 10) ; it appeara to have 
been a river^ which at present bears some 
other name. Of just a similar meaning ia 
the name of the river Medway flowing 
through the county of Kant into the Thames 
^ — i. &, Ang.-SasL Meadovaege^ Medevaege 
Medvaege (Chd. Dip.]y from vaege, Old Sax. 
wigif^ Old Norae vei^y pocultim. « . I sug* 
gest here a mythological reference: aa the 
rivers of the Greeks and Bomans streamed 
from the horn or the urn of the river^god, so 
may also the rivers and brooks of our an- 
oestoia^ in a similar mythic fai^on, have 
spniDg £rom the Qver-tumed mead-eup.'^ 

It is a pitj to disturb so poetical a theoiy, 
coming too as it does from the highest smr 
tharity, hut I much fear that on a compari- 
son of this name with all its related ferns, it 
can hardly be substantiated. For the word 
does not stand alone — ^the prefix med is 
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found in several names in which the second 
part can hardly be taken to mean poculum, 
and the ending way is found in several names 
of which the former part cannot mean mul- 
sum. In any case, it seems to me that a 
Saxon derivation can hardly be sustained. 
For MedoSfCus, ( = Medwacus), occurs as the 
ancient name of a river iq Venetia^ — ^this ap- 
pears to be precisely the same namiB as that 
of the Medwag or Medway — and in Venetia 
we can account for a Celtic element, but not 
for a Grerman. In Nennius the name stands 
as Meguaid or Megwed; and comparing this 
with a river called the Medvied(itza) or 
Medviet(za) in Bussia^ it would seem rather 
probable that the form is not altogether false, 
but that only it should be Medwed instead 
of Megwed. In that case it would probably 
be only another form of Medweg, for d and 
g sometimes iaterchange in the Celtic dia- 
lects, as in the Gaelic uidh and uigh^ via^ a 
word which indeed I tate to be related to 
the one ia question. Again, in the Med- 
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liana of France and the English Medwin, 
we have a third form of ending, lodn or 
win. And this may probably only be one 
of those extended forms in ti so common 
in the Celtic languages * So that the 
endings way^ wdn^ wied, in Medway, Med- 
nana, Medvied(itza), may be slightly differ- 
ing forms of a common appellative (p. p. 62, 
63), qualified by the prefix med, which we 
have next to consider. In Gibson's " Ety- 
mological Geography^' med is explained as 
meditts — Medway = medium flimien — the 
river flowing through the middle of the 
coionty of Kent — ^and this I think is the 
general acceptation. In the case of the Med- 
ina, (ant. Mede), which divides the Isle of 
Wight into two equal parts, I should readily 
accept such a derivation, but in the case of 
the Medway it seems to me a feature scarcely 
sufficiently obvious to give the name. And 
I should on the whole prefer a derivation 



* E. O. Welsh Ui, Ui4m, gtream, U^, Uifcn, flood, arufwtt sramMM, 
humming, Ac. 
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from the same root bb mead^ mulsum, viz., 
SansG. midy to soften, Lat mitts^ GtaeL meath, 
soft, mild — finding in Old Norse mida, to 
move slowly or softly, the word moat nearly 
approximating to the sense, and thus denT- 
ing the name of the Medway from its gentle 
flow. 

Nevertheless it must be observed that as 
well as the supposed river Medofulli referred 
to a* above by Grimm, we find in a charter 
of the 1 Qth oent., a river called Medemetlacha» 
wbic^ seems evidently to contain the GaeL 
mealachy sweet, and to mean ^ sweet as 
mead/' This river is near Medemblik on tibe 
Zuyder-zee, and I suppose that the name of 
the plaoe is corrupted from it 

The following names I place here, though 
with imcertainty ia the case of some of them. 

1. Framce, The Midoit. Dep. Landes. 
Pemok Medvs aQt«> now the Falwao, 

2, Wi^ the endmg en* 

Rv^sda, The Medin(ka). Gov. Kaluga. 

o. LfOmpowMisvt wUi^ wtt^^ wdny witdy 8€€ ohovc 
Englcmd. The Medway. Kent. 
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England, The Medwin. 

Fromce, Meduina ant., now the Mayenna 

Italy. MeboXctts ant., now the Brenta. 

JESuMk, The MEDyiBD(iTZA}. 

4* Oom^^ownded wvQh ma^ river^ p, 60. 

GeTTncwiy^ Mbtema, in a charter o£ the 11th 

xseai 

I think, upon the whole, that the general 
meaning of the root fern, Zem, limy is smooth- 
ness. Though the root-meaning seems rather 
that of di=rin«s or adhZLess, a« fcm.d 
in Sansc. Umpas, Gr. Xito?, Lat. Umus, Old 
Sax. UmOi Mod. Germ, lehrn^ Eng. lime, &c.* 
In the Gr. Xifivfj, lake, the sense becomes that 
of smooth or standing water : this, as I take 
it, is in efifect the word foimd iq the Lake 
Leman, Loch Lomond, &c. Though the word 
most immediately concerned is the GaeKc 
Uohhy liomhy Welsh Uyfnu, to smooth ; and 
the Loch Lomond, (properly Lomon), was 
also formerly called, as the river which is- 
sues from it is still, Leven, being just ano- 
ther form of the same word — v and m inter- 



* Hence perha|^ Tinmiinmhan, » parisk of Lelnster, whioh oonaista 
Chiefly of bog. 
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changing as elsewhere noticei Hence the 
Wekh Uifo^ to pour, p. 46, might be apt to 
intermix in the foUo wing. TheLat.Zam6o,the 
primitive meaning of which is to hck, is ap- 
pUed to the gentle washing of a river against 
its banks — "Quse loca lambit Hydaspes,** 
— Horace. Dugdale observes that " at this 
day divers of those artificial rivers in Cam- 
bridgeshire, anciently cut to drain the fens, 
bear the name of Leam, being all muddy 
channels through which the water hath a 
dull or slow passage." In the following 
names the sense may be sometimes then that 
of muddiness, though in general, as I take 
it, that of sluggishness. 

1. England. 



Germans/, 



Eussia. 

Italy, 
Spain. 



The Leam by Leamington. 
The Lyme. Dorsetshire. 
Lamma, 1 1th cent. The Lamke. 
Laim(aha}, 8th cent. Not identic 

fied. 
Lehphia, 8th cent. The Lempe. 
The Lama« Joins the Volga. 
The Lam(ov). Gov. Penza. 

The Lima. Joins the Serchio. 

LiMiEA ant., now the Lima. 
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Asia Miner, Laicus ant., in Oilida 

2. With the endmg en. 

England. The Leuan. Devonshire. 

The LiMEzr in Kent. (Limene& 
Cod Dip.) 
' ScoScmd, Loch Louond, formerly also called 

Suritzedcmd. Lake Leman, or the Lake of Geneva, 

(ant. Leuaitnus.) 
lialy. The LAMOxns in Tuscany. 

3. With the endmg er. 

Gwmany. Lameb, 11th cent. The Lammkr. 

lUdy. The Lahbro. 

Awh Mim&r. Limybub ant., in I^cia, 

4. With the endmg et. 
SwUzerla/nd, The Ldimat. Cant. Zuridbu 

From the above form Zam, Zem, Zim, I take 
to be formed by metathesis almy eZm, ilm. 
And the lake Ibnen in Bussia I take to be 
in effect the same word as the lake Leman 
in Switzerland, In the name of another lake 
in Bussia^ the Karduanskoi-ilmen, it seems 
to occur as an appellative. A certain amount 
of doubt is imported by the coincidence of 
two names in which we find a sacred char- 
acter — ^the river Almo, which was sacred to 

B 
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Cybele, and a sacred fountain Olmius men* 
tioned in Hesiod. The coincidence, however, 
may be only accidental 

I. Englamd^ The Alhil Devonshire. 

The Helme, Sussex. 

Alum Bay in the Isle of Wight % 

Ilma, 8th cent. The Tlm, two rivers. 

The Helms in FrossiA. 

The Alm in Brabant. 

The Allma. 

The AxHAMA« Prov. Navarra. 

The Almo near Rome. 

The Alma in the Crimea. 

The Illim. 

Olmeius ant. Boootia. 

W\J^ ihe endmg en. 
Tlie Ilmen(au). Joins the Elbe. 
Ilmen. Laka 

With the endmg d. 
The Almelo. Prov, Overijsael. 

Perhaps from the Gael, foil^ slow, gentle, 
we may get the following. 

1. JEngkmcL The Fal by Fahnouth. 

The Fott(AGH). Cork. 
The Feale. Munster. 

With the endmg en. 
The FnjJLN. Perthshira 

With the endmg ea. 

FnjsA, 8th cent Hie Ens and the 

ViLS. 



2. 



3. 



Germany. 

Hollcmd. 

Norway. 

Spam. 

Italy. 

Russia. 

Siberia,, 
Greece. 

Gemcmy. 
Russia. 

Hdllamd. 



Irekmd. 



2. 



3. 



ScoUand. 



Germmiy. 
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In the third division of thi£i chapter I put 
the names in whioh the sense of spreading 
seems to be found This sense may have 
three different acceptations — ^first, that, gen- 
erally^ of a wide river — secondly, that of a 
river relatively broad and shallow — ^thirdly, 
that of a river forming an estuary at its 
mouth. 

I bring in here the Padus or Po, which, 
by Metrodorus Scepsius, a Greek author 
quoted by Pliny, has been derived from the 
pine-trees, "called in the Gallic tongue j^odtiV 
of which there were a number about its 
source. A derivation like this jars with 
common sense, fox" it is unreasonable to sup- 
pose that the Gauls, coming upon this fine 
river, gave it no name until they had tracked 
it up to its source, and there made the not 
very notable discovery that it was sur- 
roimded by pine-trees. Much more proba- 
ble is it that they came first upon its mouth, 
and much more striking would be the ap 
pearance that would be presented to them. 
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For, as Niebuhr observes, ^ihe bami of the 
To, and of the rivers emptying themselves 
into it was originallj a vast bay of the sea/' 
which by gradual embanking was confined 
within its present channela As then the 
mouth of the Padus was a vast estuary, so 
in the Gael hadh, a bay or estuary, I find 
the e:sqplanation of the name. The root^ I 
apprehend, is Sansc. pat, Lat. pateo, pando, 
&c., to spread, and hence, I take it, the name 
Bander, of several small bays on the S.W. 
coast of Asia^ of Bantry Bay in Ireland, and 
of Boderia, the name given by Ptolemy to 
the Firth of Forth. 

1. It(dy. Fadus ant. The Pa 
Germany, Bada, 9th cent., now the Bode. 

2. With the en/dmg en. 

Irdcmd, The Bandon. Co. Cork. (Forms a 

considerable estoarj). 

Italy, Pantakus ant, oiow the Lake of 

Lesina^ a salt lagoon on the Adriatic. 

3. With, the ending er, 

Germany, Fatra, 9th cent, now the Fades. 

4. With the ending et, 
Htmga/ry. Fathissus ant, now the Teme&* 

* The Bftinu Fhthiwiu and Temot I take to have the aame meaninff. 
I know no xeaaon for loppoiing that the one name ii leu ancient than the 
other. 
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In the Sansc. parth^ to spread or extend, 
we may perhaps find the origin of the fol- 
lowing. Can the name of the Parthians be 
hence derived, in reference to their well- 
known mode of fighting 1 

1. O&rmany, The Pabde. Joins the Elster. 

The BoBD, in Moravia — ^here i 

2. WWh the ending en, 

Asia Minor. Pabthenius ant. — ^here 1* 

In the sense of " that which spreads" I am 
inclined to bring in the root ta, tav, tan, tarn. 
While in the Gaelic we find tain, and the 
Obs. ta, water, taif, sea — ^in the Welsh we 
have the verbs taenu and tafu, to expand or 
spread. The latter, I think, must contain 
the root-meaning ; and the appellatives must 
rather signify water of a spreading charax^ter. 
In this sense we find the words to, til, tau, 
in the Hungarian dialects signifying a lake. 
The Sansc. has tan, to extend, but we must 
presume a simpler form ta, corresponding 
with the above Obs. Gael, word for water. 



* The derivation of Strabo, from parthema, virgin, in reference to ttie 
flowen on ita banks. Mems rather far-fetched. 
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Mono explains tab, as in Tabuda (the 
Scheldt), as ** a broad river, especially one 
with a broad mouth/^ This sense no doubt 
obtains in many of the names of this group, 
for, as well as the Scheldt ; the Tay, Taw, 
Teign, and Tamar, all have this chara^r in 
a more or less notable degree. In other 
cases the sense may be that of comparative 
broadness — ^thus the Timavus, though little 
more thaa a nule long, is 50 yards broad 
close to its source. So the characteristic of 
the Dane, as noticed by the coimty topo- 
graphers, is that it is " broad and shallow " 
And the feature which strikes the topo- 
grapher is of course that which would natu- 
rally give the name. There are, however, 
some other roots which might intermix, as 
Sansc. tan, resonare, Lat. tono, Germ. toneUy 
&c. Also Gael, and Ir. taam, to pour ; Gael, 
and Ir. torn, to bathe, Welsh and Ir. ton, 
unda. 

The form Ta, Tab, Tm. 
1, England, The Taty and the Taw. Devon. 

Deya ant., the Dee — ^here ? 



FLOWS GENTLY, SPBEADS WIDELY. 135 



2. 



SeoScmd. 


Tavxjs Rnt. The Tay. 




The Dkb, two rivers^— here 1 


Wales. 


The Taw, the Tivy, and the Tavb. 


Ireland, 


The Tay. Waterfopd. 




Tioch Ta in Wexford. 


France. 


The PiYBy Dep. Yienne — ^here f 


Germa/ny. 


The Thaya in Moravia. 


Spam. 


The DjSYA by Flaoentia— -here ? 




WUh the mdmg dort 


Scoikmd. 


The Teviot in Bo3(burghshire — ^here } 


Holland. 


Tabuda ant., now the Scheldt. 


Siberia. 


The Tavda. 


India, 


The Taptjbb — ^here ? 



1. England. 

Scoikmd. 
Fra/nee. 

NoVWOAf. 

Italy. 
Russia. 



2. 



Oreece. 

EngUmd. 
Bdgium. 
Italy. 
Spain. 



The form Tam^ Tom. 

The Teion and the Teake, 
The DAinfi and the Deaite. 
The Tame, three rivers. 
The Tema. BelkLrkshire. 
Dantjs ant., now the Don. 
Daistus ant., now the Ain. 
The Dahme and the D£aume. 
The Tana. 

TmAVUs ant., now the TmAO. 
Takais ant., now the Don. 
The Tim and the Tom. 
Tanus ant., now the Luku. 

Wiih the endmg er. 
The Tamar. OomwaU. 
TheDEMEB. 

Takaeub ant, now the Tanabo. 
Tamabis ant., now the Tambbe. 
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Syria. Taktr^ ant, (Stvabo) — here ? 

3. With, ihe ending cL 

England. Tamede (Cod. Dip.), now the Teme. 
MawreUmia. Taxuda ant. (FUny.) 

4. With the endvng es, 

Enficmd. The Thames. Tamesis {Ccesofr), Tam- 

esa {Tacihia), Tamese, Temis {fSod. 
Dip.), Welsh Tain. 

Hwngary. The Texes, ant. Pathisns, {see rwU 

p. 132). 

From the root tan^ to extend, we may pro- 
bably also derive the word tang found in 
Hung, tenger, sea> Ostiakic (an Ugric dialect 
of the Finnic class) tangat, river, and in the 
Dan. tang, sea-weed, which probably con- 
tains a trace of an older sense. 



1. ffoUand. 
NorwoAj. 

2. 

Germomy. 

lidy. 



The DoKOE in Brabant. 
The Tengs. 

Wi&i, ike endmg er. 

ToNGEBA, 10th cent., now the Tan- 

GEB. 

Takageb ani, now the Taitagbo — 
here? 
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CHAPTER VI. 



CHARACTER OP COURSE. 

In the inscription of Pul found at Nine- 
veh, as deciphered in the Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society, voL 19, pt. 2, the Euphrates 
is called the Irat, which is conjectured by 
the translator to have been a local name. It 
seems to be frgm the Sansc. iraZ ( = Latin 
erraiis^ Eng. errarrf), from the verb ^r, Lat. 
erro^ to •wander. The same word seems to 
be found in the Irati of Spain — ^perhaps also 
in the Orontes ( = Irantes = Irates), of Syria. 
Possibly also in the Erid-anus or Po, though 
I am rather incliaed to agree with Latham 
that the word contained therein is only 
ridan.'*' Perhaps then the form Irt or Urt in 

* That is, if it be the name of any real river falling into the Baltic^ 
(Uie Rhodanne by Dantiic is suggested by some) ; but according to Heeren 
and Sir G. Lewis the Eridaniis was a purely poetical stream, without any 
geographical position or character.— 6'ee an atHoU by Sir 0, Lewis in Notes 
ami Queries, July 3, 1868. 

B 
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1. Engkmd, 

Bdgifum. 

Spam, 
AdoL 



9. 



O0rfMmy, 



river-names may be a contracted form of 
iraJt, aa we find it in the Germ, irrthum, a 
mistaka 

the Ibt, CamberkadL 

Hbtiits ant^ now the IjermHa 

TJbta, 9th cent., now the Ousr. 

TheEktKNS. 

The Ibatl Ptoy. NaTBna. 

Ibat, a name of the Euphrates. 

YFtifc t\e ending tL 

XJbtella, 9th cent., now the Sens- 
bach. 

From the Sansc. hhuj^ Goth, hjugan, Welsh 
bwau, GueL bogh, Eng. bow, &c., in the sense 
of tortuousness, we may take the following. 

The BowE. Shropfihire. 

The Bogie. Aberdeen. 

The Buo. Joint the Dnieper. 

WUh ihe ending en. 
The BoGEir. Joins the Danuba 

WUh the ending et. 
The BucfKET. Aberdeen. 



1. England. 
Scotland. 
Bu88ia. 

2. 

Germany. 

3. 

Scotland. 



From the Gael and Welsh cam, to bend, 
Sansc. ka/mp, Gr. Ka/inreo, are the following. 

Fnglcmd. The 0am bj Oambridge. 
Gormcmy. Oahba, 8th cent. The Kakb. 
The Ohak in Bavaria 
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Stoitxmimd. The Eah. 
Norwa/y. The Eam. Joins the Glommen. 
Rusma. The EIama. Joins the Yolga. 
The Eemi. Two riyers. 

The Sansc. root car, to move, branches out 
into two drfiferent meanings, that of rapidity 
and that of circuitousness, the former of 
which I have included in the previoua chap- 
ter. In the latter sense we have the Gael 
car or char^ tortuous, the Ang.-Sax. cirran^ 
to turn or bend» &c., to which I place the 
following. 

The Ohar. Dorsetshire. 
The Ohob. Lancashire. 
The Kebh. Middlesex 
OoB(ABO]srA)* ant The Oabbon. 
The Chsb. Joins the Loire. 
Oharbb ant Oolchi& 
Otbx7s ant, now the Eur. 

Wi(h, the endmg en. 
OiBsairus ant The Churns (Glouces- 
tershire). 
The Oharentb. 

With the ending d, 
OoRlLisant Boeotia. 
OuRAUUS ant. Thessaly. 
The KoROL. Joins the Dnieper 



1. JEnglcmd, 



SeoUanicL 
Frcmoe. 
Greece. 
Persia. 



2. 



3. 



England. 

Frcmce. 

Greece. 



Suaeia, 



* In this case the ending en is very clearly a contraetion of obon or 
awn,t river. 
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From the Old High Germ, crumby Mod. 
Grerman hrumm^ Danish hrumme^ Gael and 
Welsh crom^ curving or bending, we may 
take the following. The root seems to be 
foimd in the Sansc. hramy to move, to go, 
which, as in other similar cases, may also 

1. EngUmi. The Osumm(ock), formerlj Obxtx- 

(bbck), which forms the lake of the 

same nama 
Oermamy. CsnMB(AHA), 10th cent, now the 

Gbumb(ach). 
Btusick The Kboha. Got. Orel 

2. With the endmg en. 

Oermamy, CHsnMBiN(BACH), 8th cent., now the 

Kbum(bach). 

3. WV^ the endmg er, 
Italy. Cbeheba. ant. in Etroria. 

4. W\^ the endmg ee. 
Germcmy, The Kbems. Joins the Danube. 
Sicily. Ckemisus ant. 

For the root sid we have the Welsh sid, 
winding, and the Anglo-Saxon std^ broad, 
spreadiog. The former is, I think, the sense 
contained in the foUowing, though both 
words may be from the same root. 
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1. England. The Sm. Devoimhire. 

2. WUh ihe ending en, 
England. The Seatov. ComwalL 

3. WWh the endmg m, p. 34 
Switzerland. Sitebttna, 8th cent., now the Bitter 

or SiTTEBN. 

Baxter^s derivation of the Derwent firom 
Welsh derwyuy to wind, appears to me the 
most suitable. That of Zeuss (taking the 
form Druentia), from dru^ oak, seems insnf- 
ficent ; because the number of names, all in 
the same form, seem to indicate that the 
word contained must be something more 
than dm. That of Armstrong, from deaVy 
great, aTnhain, river, is founded upon a care- 
less hypothesis that the Derwent of Cum- 
berland is the largest river in the North of 
England, which is not by any means the 
case. 

England. The Derwent. Four riyer& 
Tbeonta aut. The Trent. 

France. Druentia ant., now the Durance. 

Germany. The Drewenz. Prussia. 

Italy. Truentius ant., now the Trento. 

Rueaia. Turuntus ant., now the Duka. 
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In the sense of tortuousness I am incHned 
to bring in the following, referring them to 
Old Norse Tnets, curvatura^ Eng. maze, &c. 
This seems most suitable to the character of 
the rivers, as the Maese or Mense, and the 
Moselle. The word seems wanting in the 
Celtic, unless we think of the Welsh mydu, 
to arch, to vault. The other word which 
might put in a claim is mos, which, in the 
sense of marsh, is to be traced both in the 
Celtic and German speech, a^d whence, as 
supposed, the name of the ancient Mysia or 
Moesia. 

1. EngUmd* TheMASSE^ DerbysMreL 
Scotiand The Mash. AberdeeiL 

France, oSrc. Mosa, 1st cent. B.C. The Maas, 

Maes, or Meuse. 
Oermaay. Misa(AHA), 8th cent. TheMsiS8(AuX 
The Mies in Bohemia, 

2. With the ending en, 
Itciy. The Musonb. Two rivers. 

3. With fhe ending d. 

Germany. MoeEVLA, Ist cent. The Moselle. 

The only names which appear to contain 
an opposite sense to the foregoing are the 
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Beina of Norway, and the Bane of Lincoln- 
sliire, which seem to be from Old Norse 
beinn, North Eng. 6am, straight, direct. 



CHAPTEK VII. 



QUALlTy OF WATEBS. 

There are a number of river-names in 
which the sense of clearness^ brightness, or 
transparency is to be traced. From the 
Sansc. candy to shine, Lat. candeo^ Wekh, Ir. 
Arm., and Obs. Gael can, white, clear, pinre, 
we get the following. But the Gael and Ir., 
caoiny soft, gentle, is a word liable to inter- 
mix. 

1. JSnglcmd The Cabn. Essex. 

The BLen or Kent. Westmorland. 
The Kenne. Devonshire. 

ScoUcmd. The Ken. Joins the Dee. 
The OoNir. CoNA of Ossian. 
Candy bum. Lanarkshire. 

Wales, The Caik. Merioneth. 

Germany, Cone, 9th cent., now the Cond. 

Eiasia. The Kana. Gov. YeniseiBk. 

India, The Cane or Ken— here ? 
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2. With the endmg en. 
ScaUand. The Oonan. DingwalL 
Itali/, The CAimANO. Pout. States. 

3. With the endmg er, 
JEn^and, The Coin>EB. Lanoashire. 

The OoNNEB. Oomwall. 
SwUzerlamd. The KAin>EB. 

4. Com^^ovmded with vi , toy, rvcer, 
Wales. OoNovius ant. The Conway. 

The Old Celtic word vindy found in many 
ancient names of persons and places, as 
Vindo, Vindus, Vindanus * Vindobona> Vin- 
dobala> &c., represents the present "Welsh 
gwyn {^gwynd)y and 'the Ir. Jinn (=Jind), 
white. "The Celt, vind" observes Gluck, 
"comes from the same root as the Goth. 
hveit ; it stands for cvind with an intrusive 
n ; the root is cvid = the Germ, root hvit.^ 
The meaning in river-names is bright, clear, 
pure. 

1. EngUmd. The Vent. Cumberland. ' 

The QuENinr. Shropshire. 
Wailea. The Gwynbdd ( = Gwymd ?) 

* The three flrat are names of personi, and to them we might perhaps 
refer the present family names Window, Windub, Vini>in ; though 
Windo and Winidin were also ancient (German names. — {Fdniemaniit 
AUdefutachea Namenbuch.) The Welsh name Qwym and the Irish Fiiix 
represent the later form of the word. 
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2. 



3. 



ScoUmnd. 

Evygiamd, 
Ireland, 



Irdand. Tlw Fnnc. Ubtor. 

Frcmce. The Ysbi^e. Dep. Yend^. 

iBuffiOb The yno>(Au) or Wiin)(Au)» 

WiOh fhsmdMg m. 

The ForaAsr. InTemett. 

WUh ffie ending tr. 
The lake WDrDSB(uBsi) 9* 
WnrDBunrfly Ptoknuj^ % river not 
identified. 

4. TFi^^ ^^ ending m, p. 34. 

Sco&amd, The Findhobn. Inyemeea 

6. TTi^h the en<Iin<^ eZ. 

EngUmd. The Wanpia Sorrej. 
Germcmy. FinoIiA, 8th cent., now the Y^zne. 

From the Welsh Uwys^ cleax, pure, GaeL 
laSy to shine, Gael and Ir. leus^ light, cog-* 
Date with Old Norse lios^ clear, pure, Lat. 
22^60, &c., I derive the following. The Gael 
My lo^ day, must, I think, contain the root. 



1. England 
Sco&amd 
France, 
Belgium. 
OemuiMM/. 

2. 

France, 



The Liza. Onmberland. 
The Lossus. Elgin. 
The Lez. Dep. Herault. 
The Lesse. 
The Loose. Fmss. Sax. 

With the endmg en. 
TheLiZEETA. 



* Or, M I hftTe eltewhere derivod it, from the nuui'a lume Winder, 
■till found in the district. 
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Swedeik The Lnrsux. Falls into the Oulf of 

Botlmia. 
3. TVUk ihe ending er, 

Omrmanjf. Lannu, 11th oenly now th« Lttaasu 
I4YSBIU, 10th ceot^ now the Lbisbs* 

From the root of the above, by the prefix 
g^ IB formed Gad. and Wekh gla^ blue or 
green, (perhaps originafly rather transpar- 
ent), and the Old Norse ghdr. Old High 
Germ, glatty shining. 

SooHamL The OiiABI. InyemeBB. 

Glass. A lake, Bosshire. 
Germany. The Glatt. Hohenzollem Sig. 
SuntzerhMd. Glata, 8th cent The Glavt. 

Also from the same root come Gael., Ir., 
and Arm. glan, Welsh glain, pnre, clear, 
Eng. dean, 

England The Glek. Northumberland. 
The Glen. Linoolnshire. 
The Olok. ^iropshire. 
France. The Glanb. 
Germany, Glaka, 8th cent. The Glak, two 

rivers, and the Glon, three rivers. 
Suntzertand, The Kl(5x, a small but beautiful lake 

in the Klonthal — here, or to Udem, 
Bttlel 
Italy. Clanis ant, now the Chiana. 

Clanius ant., in Campania. 
lUyria. The Glan, in Oarinthia. 
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From the Old High Germ. Uvtar^ Mod. 
Germ, lavter, pure, Forstemann derives the 
following rivers of Germany. Hence also 
the name of Lauterbrunnen (brunnen, fomi- 
tain), in Switzerland. 

OermoM/. Hlt7Tb(aha), 7ih cent. The Lauteb^ 

the LuDEBy the Lxjtteb. 
The SoHHEBLAXTTEB in WirtembuTg 
seems to merit the title of porenefls 
only in sommer. 

The following names I think can hardly 
be referred to the same origm as the above, 
though according to Lhuyd, who derives 
them from Welsh gloew, clear, and dwr, 
water, they would have the same meaning. 

Enghmd, The Lotttheb. WestmoreLmd. 
ScoiUmd. The Laudeb. Berwickshire. 
Frcmce, The Lauteb. 

In the Gael and Ir. 6an, white, we may 
probably find the meaning of the following. 

Irdomd. The Bank. Three rivers. 
Scodcmd. The Bann(ock) hj BannoGkbnin. 
Bohemia. The Ban(itz). 

Of the two following names the former 
may be referred to the Welsh claer, and the 
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latter to the Swed. Uar^ both same as Eng. 
dear. 

Irdamd. The Clabx. Oonnaaght. 
Sweden. The Klara {d^ river). 

From the Welsh t&r^ pure, clear, we may 
get the following. The root is found in 
Sansc. tar, to penetrate, whence taraSy trans- 
parent. 

lUdy. The Tabo. Joins the Po. 

Siberia. The Tasa. Joins the ToboL 

. 2. W%(h the ending en, 

Englcmd. The Tbabne. Shropshire. 
The Dbabnb. Yorkshire. 
Frcmce. The Tabn. Joins the Garonne. 

8. Wi(k ihe ending ee. 

Himgtvry. The Tasisa. 

The following two rivers of Germany may, 
as suggested by F6rstemaim.be referred to 
Old High Geitm.fldty pure, bright. 

1. OeTTMjmy. Flai>(aha), 8th cent. Not identified. 

2. WWi the ending enz, 

Germany. Eladd^z, 11th cent., now the Elad- 

KTrz. 

The root bil I have, in river-names gene- 
rally, referred at p. 84 to the Celtic hiol, 
water. But in the Slavonic districts we may 



150 QUALITT OF WATERS. 

also think of the Slav, buda, white, though 
we cannot say but that even there the Celtie 
word may intermix 

Germanif. The Bila in Bohemia. 

The BiAUL ia Sileeoa 
Sussia. The Bielaya. Joins the KaauL 

The BiALT. Joins the Narew. 

From the Old High Germ, swarz^ Mod. 
Germ, schwarz, black, are the names of seve- 
ral rivers of Germany^ as the ScHWAitZA, 
the SoHWABZAU, the Schwabzbach, 8cc. 
Also in Norway we have two rivers called 
SvABT Elv, and in Sweden the Svabt An, 
which falls into the Malar Lake. From tJie 
Old Norse doechr, dark, may be the Dok£LA. 
in Norway, but for the Dockeb of Lanca- 
shire the Gael dotch, swift, may be more 
suitable. 

The Welsh d% Gael, dvbh, black, proba- 
bly occurs in river-names, but I have taken, 
p. 36, the meaning of water, as foimd in Obs. 
Gael dob, to be the g^oieral ona The Welsh 
dulas, dark or blackish blue^ is found in 
the DowLES of Shropshire^ and in se^veral 



QUALITY OF WATEBS. 151 

streams of Wales. The Douglas of Lan- 
arkshire shews the original form of the word, 
from du, black, and glas, blue. 

The root.3aZ I have taken at p. 76 to have 
in some cases the simple meaning of water. 
But in the following the quality of saltness 
comes before us as a known characteristic. 

Oermamff. Salz(aha)^ 8tk cent. The Salsu. by 

Salzburg. 

Salisus, 8th cent) now the Sklss. 

Xhe Saijol Joins the Werre. 
Sangary. TheSzALA.* Falls into Lake Balaton. 

Of an opposite character are the following, 
which we may refer to Welsh melus, Gael 
and Ir. mUis, sweety mUlse, sweetnesa Some 
other rivers, as the ancient Melab in Asia 
Minor, now the Kara-su (Black river), and 
three rivers of the same name in Greece, 
must be referred to Gr. McXap, black. 

Germanjf. Mn.CTBaA, 8th cent, now the Miil* 

misch. 
MuiSiBAOH, 11th cent 
PiyrtugaL MsLSUSant (Strabo)i 

* Th»wat«»of Lake BftUlon are drnwdbedM ** lUffhUrMlt," Mid T 
Mrame from the name (hat the Snia ia the ilyer from which iti nltiie« 
ladeiiTed. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



THE BOUND OF THE WATERS. 

The Gbeta in the English Lake District 
haa been generally derived from Old Norse 
^sL.^U> weep or ra^ in 
allusion to the wailing sound made by its 
waters. There is also a Gbeta in West- 
moreland and a Gbeta beck in Yorkshire^ 
In the Obs. Gael, and Ir., greath also signi- 
fies a noise or cry, so that it is quite possible 
that the original Celtic name may have been 
retained in the same sense. 

Of an opposite meaning to the above is 
the name Blythe of several small rivers in 
England I do not see how this can be 
otherwise derived than from the Ang.-Sax. 
hliihe, merry. And how appropriate this is 
to many of our English streams we hardly 
need poetic illustration to tell us. 
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Of a coiresponding meaning with the 
Saxon name Blyihe may be the Ayoga or 
OvocA of Wicklow, the Oboka of Ptolemy. 
Baxter refers it to Welsh awchus^ acer, a 
word of no very cheerfiil association for the 
spot where 

*' Nature has spread o'er the scene 
Her purest of crystal^ and brightest of green.*' 

The CfaeL ahhach, blythe, sportive, would 
seem to give a better etymon for the bright 
waters of Avoca. Whether the Ocker of 
Germany (ant. Obocra, Ovocra, Ovokare), 
may be derived from the same word I do 
not know sufficient to judge. 

From the Gr. i8/oe)u(», Lat. fremOy Aug.- 
Sox. hrtmvfMny to roar. Old Norse 6Wm, 
roaring or foaming of the sea, Welsh ffrom, 
fuming, GaeL faram^ din, I take the follow- 
ing. The following description given by 
Strabo* of the Pyramus shews the appro- 
priateness of the derivation, " There is also 
an extraordinary fissure in the mountain, 

* Bolm'i TnuaUtioo. 
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(Taurus), through which the stream is car- 
ried. • . . On account of the winding of 
its course, the great contraction of the stream^ 
and the depth of the ravine, a noise, like that 
of thunder, strikes at a distance on the ears 
of those who approach it!* 

1. England. The Fbohb. Five riyeis. 

The Frame. Dorsetshire. 
Gemumy. Bbak(aha) or Bkem(aha), 9th oent, 

a stream in Odenwald. 

Pbdcma, 9th cent. Near Worms. 

The Fbum in Prussia. 
D&nmark. The BRAJc(AnB) in Holstein. 
Italy. FoBMio ant. in Yenetia. 

Aria Minor. Pybamus ant., now the Jihun. 

2. With iJhe ending t 
Germany, The FFfiEurr in Bavaria. 

3. Wi£h the ending nt* 

Germany. PBiuuiAimA, 9th cent, now the 

Fbims. 

4. With the ending es. 
Greece. Pebmessus ant. Boeotiap 

In the Gael, fuair, sound, f(wi, a noisy 
stream, we may perhaps find the origin of 
the FowEY in Cornwall, and of the Foybes 
in Inverness, the latter of which is noted as 
forming one of the finest falls in Britain. 
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From the GseL gaoir, din, we may derive 
the Gauir in Perthshire ; and from toirm of 
the same meaiung, perhaps the Termon in 
Ulster. Hence might also be the Tbome 
and the Tbuim, elsewhere derived at p. 70. 
From the Gael durd, durdaUy Welsh 
dvrrdd, humming or mnrmnr, Lhuyd de- 
rives the name Dourdwy, of some brawling 
streams in Wales ; but quoting the deriva- 
tions of some other writers^ he adds, with 
more humility than authors generally pos- 
sess — *' Eligat Lector quod maxime placet." 
To the same origin may probably also be 
referred the Dourdon in France, Dep. Seine- 
Inf. 
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CHAPTEE IX 



JUNCTION OB SEPARATION QF BTBEAMa 

There are Beveral rlyer-names which oon- 
tain the idea^ either of the juDOtioiL of two 
streams, or of the separation of a jdver into 
two branches. The Vistula^ Visula» or 
Wysla, (for in these various forms it appears 
in ancient records), is referred by Mtillor,* 
rightly as I think, to Old Norse gu^, Germ. 
zmesd, branch, aa of a river. A simpler 
form of quisl is contained in Old Norse quistr, 
ramus, and the root is to be found in Sanaa 
dwiSy to separate, Gael and Ir. dis, two. The 
Old Norse name of the Tanais or Don, ac- 
cording to Grimm {Devisch. Gramm. 3, 385), 
was y ana-quisL The word whistle, foimd as 
the ending of some of our local names, as 
Haltwhistle in Northumberland, and Osbald- 

* Die marken des Vaterlandei, 
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whistle in Lancashire, I take to be = the Old 
Norse quisl : the sense might be that of the 
branching off of two roads or two streams. 
In an account of the hydrography of Lanark- 
shire, for which I am indebted to the kind- 
ness of a Friend, there is a bum called Gala- 
whistle, which compares with the above Old 
Norse Vana-quisl. In connection with the 
Vistula Jomandes introduces a river Viscla^ 
which has been generally considered to be 
merely another form of the same word— 
IUiolil«bebg.a.IbeKeve,theonly™ter 
who considers it to be a different river. It 
seems to me a curious thing that it has never 
occurred to any one to identify it with the 
Wisloka, which joins the Vistula near Bara- 
nov. The modem name must contain the 
correct form, for Wisloka = an Old High 
Germ. Wisilacha, from acha or aJia, river, 
and is the same as the Wisilaffa or Wislauf, 
from a/a or apa, river. The following names 
I take to be all variations of the same word. 



* G«nnaiil6B unter don BOmern. 
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L JVtmeflL nieOmT. Bepi Odltt-da-Notd 
Gtrmamy. Hie TwisnL J<miib the DierndL 

The Qusiss. Pnus. Silesia. 
BuatiiL, The TJisz. Jmns the ToboL 

The TTm. Joins the Dwina. 

3L WiOk At endimg en. 

Gerwumjf. QuisTDrji, 1 1th ocqI, now the Koflsn. 

3. WUk ikt ending er. 
Framee. The YisraiK. D^ GarcL 
A^MMH. The Tbbdbb. Jcmus the Omtw 
Crtrmany. The Ysi9ni(iTz). Ptusbl SikauL 

4. Wiik ikt ending m. 

Gtrmofnty. QuurnarA, 8th oeol^ now the Twisn; 

joins the Oste. 

6. WA ike ending d^O. N. qML 

Germawyy Vistula, Istcenl, Gam. Weigbsxl. 
isc Wisl(okaX joins the YistohL (&e 

The Wisl(ok)l Joins the San. 
Wisil(a7FaX 11th oenl, now the 
Wi8l(aitf)i 
Franoe, The Yesls. Joins the AisD& 

The following seem also to contain the 

GremL zweiy Eng. twOy and to have something 

of a similar meaning to the forgoing. 

L G^nmcm^. The Zwi!n(AWA) or Zw]n(Air) in 

MoiaviiL 

2L FtA Ob« endiing cL 

€rtrmafmf. The Zwbrsl in Austria. 
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I include also here the Scheldt or 
SoHELDE, (the SoALDis of CsBsar), which I 
think is to be explained by the Old Norse 
shildr, Dan. skilt, separated, in allusion to 
the two mouths by which it enters the North 
Sea. And to the same origin may be also 
placed the Sohilt(agh) of Baden, which 
falls into the Kinzig. 

From the Gael, caraidy duplex, may pro- 
bably be the two Cabts in the County of 
Eenfrew, the united stream of which enters 
the Firth of Clyde near Glasgow. 



CHAPTER X. 



BOUin>ABT OB PBOTECnOK. 

The idea of a rirer as a protection or as a 
boundary seems to indicate a more settled 
state of society, and therefore not to belong 
to the earliest ord&c of nomaidature. And 
consequently, though this chapter is not 
quite so bad as the well-known one ** Con- 
cerning Owls,^ in HorreboVs Natural EGb- 
tory of Iceland, the sum and substance of 
which is that *" There are no owls of any kind 
in the whole Island"' — it will be seen that 
the number of names is very small in wHch 
eueh . .ead^ i. to be t^ 

The word gard, which in the Celtic, Teu- 
tonic, Slavonic, and other tongues has the 
meaning of protection or defence, must, I 
think, have something of the same meaning 
in river-names. Or it may perhaps rather 
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be that of boundary, for the two senses run 
very much into each other. 



1. 


Framce, 


The Gabd. Joins the Rhone. 




Germamy. 


GABi>(AHA}y 8th cent. The Oabt- 

(ach). 
The Kabt(haue) in Prossia. 


2. 




IVith the endmg en. 




ScoUand, 


The Gaibden. Joinn the Dee. 




France. 


The Gabdon. Joins the Rhone. 




Greece, 


Jaboanus ant. in Crete — ^here ? 



In the GaeL sgia^ Welsh ysgw, guard, pro- 
tection, and in the Welsh ysgi, separation or 
division, we have two senses, of which the 
latter may be more suitable for the follow- 
ing. The Editor of Smith's Ancient Geo- 
graphy sugffests that the Scius of Herodotus 
^i^thfi,«,«>t Mar in Bulgaria: in an 
etjmologjpoint of view this Ins proba, 
ble, for as Scius = Welsh ysgi, so Isker^ 
Welsh ysgar of the same meaning. 

N'e^rlancb, The Scms by Schiedam. 
Damub, Frov. Scius ant.^ now the Iskeb ? 

From the Gael, scavy sgar, Welsh ysgar, 
Ang.-Sax. scSraUy to divide, in the sense of 
boundary, may be the following. The small 



162 BOTJNDABT OB FBOTBCIION. 

riyer Scarr in Domfiiesshire fiinns for six 
miles a bomidaiy between differoit pariflbeSL* 



1. England. The Shebk Keni^ 

SooOamd. The Scabs. DmnfrimRhiie. 

The Shira. Aigyla 
Crtrmany. Sgsbb, llUi oeat The Sghsbl 

2. WifK ifce endmg m, 

England. The Skebh& Duiham. 
Germany. ScuYJUiJSy 11th cent., not identified. 

Any names in which the sense of land, 
terra^ occurs^ inaj, I think, be explained most 
reasonably in the sense of boundary or ter- 
ritorial division. To this Grimm places the 
FuLDA of Germany, Fuld(ahjIl), 8th cent^ 
referring it to Old High Germ. fuUa, Ang.- 
Sax. folde, earth, ground. 

Perhaps also to a similar origin may be 
referred the Molp(ax7) in Bohemia^ and the 
MoiiD(AYA) of Moldavia. But the GkeL 
and Ir. malday mcdtOy gentle, slow, Anglo* 
Sax. mUde, Eng. mUd, may be perhaps more 
suitable : the Mxjlde, which joins the Elbe, 
and which in the 8th cent, appears as Milda, 
seems more probably from this origin. 

* SUtiatical acooont of SootUnd. 
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The Bord(au), formerly Bordine, which 
forms for some distance the boundary be- 
tween East and West Friesland, may, as 
suggested by Forstemann, be derived from 
Old Fries, and Anglo-Saxon bord, border. 
Another river of the same name (p. 33) may 
perhaps be otherwise derived. 

I am inclined to bring in here the Granta, 
and to suggest that it may have been a Sax. 
or Angle name of the Cam, or of a certain 
part of tibe 0am. This river seems to have 
formed one of the boundaries of the country 
of the Gyrvii ;* its name appears in Henry 

of Huntingdon as Grenta; and the Old 
Norse grendy Mod. Germ, grenze, boundary^ 
seems a probable etymon. 



* See «n vrtlde by the Bev. W. Stubbs on "Hie Fonndatton »uA earljr 
VtiU of Pitarboioa(h," in the Arobnologioal Journal for Sept., 1861. 



CHAPTER XL 



VAMOUS DERIVATIONS. 

In this chapter I include some names 
which do not come under any of the fore- 
going heads, or which have been omitted in 
their places. 

The following have generally been referred 

to Gael, caol^ straight, narrow. 

1. England, The Cole. Warwickshire. 

The CoLY. Devoiu 

2. With ih^ endmg en, 
JSngUmd, The Colne. Three rivers. 

But even if this derivation is to be re- 
ceived, we must seek another meaning for 
the Kola in Kussian Lapland, and the 
Koli(ma) in Siberia — ^the latter in particu- 
lax bebg a laxge river, mth a wide estuary. 

The Gael, and Ir. beag, little, forms the 
ending of some Irish river-names, as the Aw- 
BEG, the OwENBEG, and the Arobeg.* The 

* The derivation at p. 120 I moat retraet, finding htgtmtk tenninatloa 
of other Irish xiyer-namei. 
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meaning in all these cases is " Kttle river" — 
owen being the same as avon, aw the simple 
form av of the same word, and aro an appel- 
lative as at p. 38, now lost in the Celtic. 

From the Gael, suail^ small, have also 
been derived the Swale and other following 
rivers. Chalmers rightly objects to this as 
inconsistent with the character of the rivers, 
though the derivation which he proposes to 
substitute, from ys-waU, a sheltered place, 
affords, it must be admitted, no very happy 
alternative. I think the word contained 
must be related to Old High Grerman swal. 
Old Norse svelgvj gorges, Eng. sweU, though 
it is wanting in the Celtic. 



Englcmd, 


The Swale. Two livenf, Kent and 




Yorkflhire. 




The SwiLY. Gloucestershire. 


Irdcmd. 


The SwRLLY. Donegal 




The SwnjiY. Ulster. 


Gervncmy, 


SuALA. ant. The Sohwale. 


Frcmce, 


SxTLGAH ant., now the Sorgae. 


Ru88ia, 


The SuLA— here ? 



2. Wi£k the ending en. 

Ireland. The Sullane. 
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The following must be referred to Old 
High Germ, auaim, guiges, an extension of 
the previous word stial. 

Germany. Si7ALMA]r(AHA)^ 8ih oraiiuiy. The 

SCHWAUL 

SuLMANAy 8th cent The Sxtuc. 
Bdgium. The Saul Froy. Li^;a 
Franoe, The Soucav. Dep. Juhl 

The Shannon has by some writers been 
derived from Ir. sean or sheariy old. But 
inasmuch as there is no river that is other- 
wise than old, the term could only be used 
in a poetic sense, like " that ancient river, the 
river Eshon.'' A more suitable etymon, 
however, seems to me to be foimd in Ir. and 
Obs. GaeL siona, delay ; this corresponds 
with the GaeHc form of the name, Sionan, 
given by Armstrong. 

ScoUcmd. The Bbist, Sutherland. 

Irekmd. Semtjs (Ptolemy). The Shannon. 

Germany. Sinna, 8th cent. The Sinn. 

Belgium. The Senite. Joins the Djle. 

Italy. Sena ant, now the Nevola. 

Atut. PoL The Sak, two riTera — ^here 1 

India, The Sekna — ^here I 
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Russia, 
Asuk, 

India, 



From the Gael cohhairy Ir. cuhhair^ foam, 
froth, appear to be the following. 

En^wnd. The Cobeb. ConxwalL 
The Coyer. Yorkshire. 
The Chopeb. 
Ohaborab ani, now the Khabitb — 

here) 
Chabebis ant., now the Cayebi — 
here! 

From the Ir. and Obs. Gael breathy pure, 
clear, I take to be the following. 

JEngland. The Bbatha. Lake Difltnot. 

The Bboth(ock). Forfar. 

The Bbett(ach). Joins the Kocher. 

The Brat(awa) in Bohemia. 

BRAKr(AHA)y* 10th oentuiy. The 
Bbacht — ^here ? 
Asia Minor. Pbactius ant — here t 

And from the Ir. brag, running water, I 
follow Mone in taking the following. 

1. Englcmd, The Beat. Devon. 

The Bbay. Wicklow. 
The Beat. Joins the Loire. 
The Bbege, in the Scharwarzwald. 

Wi(h the endmg en. 
The BBAnns. Joins the Blackwater. 
Bbeagna, an old name for the Boyne. 



Scotland, 
Oermany, 



2. 



Irdamd, 

Fraaice, 

Oermawy, 

EngUmd, 
Irdamd, 



* Wi«gand, (OlMrheMlaobo ortMUunen), r«f«n Ihii mune to Old High 
G«nB. bro^ fnmitiu. 
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A root for river-names, to which might be 
put the following, is found by Forstemann 
in Old High Germ, r&r^ Mod. Germ, rohry 
arundo, Eng. rush. 

Oerfnamy, ItOB(AHA), 11th century, now the 

ROHBBACH. 

BusA, 8th cent. The Buhk. 
HdUmd. The Boeb. Joins the Maas. 

The word sil in river-names would seem 
to have the meaning of stiU or sluggish wa- 
ter. The Gael has sil^ to drop, rain, drip ; 
and the Arm. has silxiy to filter. (The Old 
Fries, dl^ canal, seems hardly a related word ; 
it appears more probably to be connected 
with Old Norse stla, to cut, to fttrrow.) Ac- 
cording to Pliny, the Scythian name of the 
Tanais or Don was Silis ; and several other 
Scythian rivers had the same name, {Grimmy 
Gesch. d. Dentsch. Sprach.) In this point of 
view the above derivation might seem too 
restricted, and we might think of sil, as of 
sal, (p. 75), as formed by the prefix s firom 
the root al or il, to go, (p. 71,) in the simple 
meaning of water. According to Strabo and 
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Pliny the Silaris of Italy had the property 
of petrifying any plant tlirown into it ; but 
as, according to Cluvier, the modem inha- 
bitants of its banks know nothing of any 
such property, it would rather seem as if the 
story had been made to fit the supposed con- 
nection of the name with silex, flint. 

1. Simtz^-kmcL SiIi(aha), 11th cent The Sihl. 
Ital^, SiLis ant, now the Sxle. 
Scotkmd. The Shiel in Argyleshire — ^here 1 
Gerawmy, The Schyl (ant Tiarantus) — ^here % 

2. Wi^ the ending en. 
Sweden. Siljan. Laka 
RuBsicL The Shelon — ^here ? 

8. WiOh the ending er. 

Naples, Sn<ABis ant, now the Silabo. 

The form silv I take to be an extension of 
sil, similar to others previously noticed. 

1. Busda, The Silva^ Gov. Perm. 

2. With the endvng er, 
Enghmd. The Silveb. Devon. 

The SiMOis in the Plain of Troy I have 
suggestively placed at p. 1 1 9 to Grael. saimh, 
slow, tranquil. But, taking the epithet lu- 
hricus applied to it by Horace, we might 

w 
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perhaps seek a stronger sense from the same 
root, as found in Welsh seimio, to grease^ 
saim, tallow. 

The water of the Liparis in Gilicia^ ao 
cording to Polyclitus, as quoted by Pliny, 
was of such an unctuous quality that it was 
used in place of oil Probably only for the 
purpose of anointing the person, to which 
extent the story is confirmed by Vitruvius. 
Hence no doubt its name, from Sansc. Up, 
to be greasy, Gr. XiTra/ooj, unctuoua 

Grimm (Gesch, d. Deutsch. SprcLch.) sug- 
gests a similar origin for the Ister, p. 117, 
referring it to Old Norse istray Dan. istei\ 
fat, grease, Gr. crtiap. He puts it, however, 
in a metaphorical sense, as ^' the fattening, 
fructifying river.^^ With deference, however, 
to so high an authority, this explanation 
seems to me rather doubtfiiL For the end- 
ing steVy as I have elsewhere observed, is 
common to many river-names, and I have 
taken it to be, like the Arm. ster, formed by 
a phonetic «, from the Sansc. sri^ to flow. 
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Also, from the root of the Sansc. m, to 
flow, I take to be Gael, sruam^ and again 
taking the phonetic *, the word stream^ 
stromy common to all the Teutonic dialects. 
In these two forms we find the ancient 
names of two rivers — ^the Sybmus of Thrace, 
and the Stbymon or Stbtjmon, the present 
Stbuma, of Macedonia. 



CHAPTER XII. 



OOKCLUSION. 

The names of rivers form a strikiog com- 
mentary on the histoiy of language, so ad- 
mirably expounded to the general reader in 
the recent work of Professor Max Miiller. 

When we review the long list of words 
that must have once had the meaning of 
water or river, we can hardly fail to be struck 
with the number that have succumbed in 
what he so aptly terms *'the struggle for 
life which is carried on among synonymous 
words as much as among plants and ani- 
mals/' 

We see too how large a portion of this 
long list of appellatives may ultimately be 
traced back to a few primary roots. And 
how even these few primary roots may per- 
haps be resolved into a stiU smaller number 
of yet more simple forms. 
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I take for instance, as a primitive starting 
point in river-names, the Sansc. root «, d, or 
ay, signifying to move, to flow, to go. We 
have appellatives even in this simple form, 
as the Old Norse dy Anglo-Sax. c§y water, 
river. But whether they directly represent 
the root, or whether, like the French eau^ p. 
30, they have only withered down to it again, 
after a process of germinating and sprouting, 
I do not take upon me to determine. 

Then we have the roots, also of the kind 
called primary, a6, avy zV, ag^ ikhy ily it, all 
having the same general meaning, to move, 
to go, and from which, as elsewhere noticed, 
are also derived a number of appellatives for 
water or river in the various Indo-European 
languagea I should be inclined to suggest 
that the whole of these are formed upon, and 
are modifications of the simple root i d, or 
ay, and that the following remarks made by 
Max Miiller respecting secondary roots, may 
be extended also to them. **We can fre- 
quently observe that one of the consonants. 
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in the Aryan languages, generally the final, 
is liable to modificatioa The root retains 
its general meaning, which is slightly modi- 
fied and determined by the changes of the 
final consonants/' He instances the Sansa 
ttid, tup, tuhhf tujy tuVy tvhf tus, all having the 
same general meaning, to strike. 

and, &c., which are merely a strengthening 
of the roots ag, ah, ad, or at, and which also 
are found in a number of appellative forms. 

We might pursue the subject still fiirther, 
and enquire whether the secondaiy forms^ 
such as sar, sal, car, cat, all having the same 
general meaning, to move, to go, may not be 
formed, by the prefix of a consonant, on the 
roots ar and al, and so also be ultimately 
referred to the simple root t or d. 

As also the silent and ceaseless flow of 
water is the most natural and the most com- 
mon emblem of the efflux of time ; so in the 
same root is to be found the origin of many 
of the words which meaii time and eternity. 



CONCLUSION. 1 75 

The Gr. aei, the Goth, aiv, the Anglo-Sax. 
awa^ Eng. ever and aye^ are all from this 
same root, so widely spread in river-names, 
and express the same idea which speaks — 

<* For men may come, and men may go, 
But I go on for ever." 



ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA 



P. 25. 
To the root ab or ap^ water, place the lith. and 
Lett, uppe^ river, whence the following. 

Germawy, The Ofpa in Silesia. 
Russia, The Ufa. Joins the Oka. 

The Ufa. Joins the Bielaya. 

P. 33. 

To the root ud place as an appellative the Obs. 
GaaL ad^ water. And add to form No. 1 the follow- 
ing names. 

Bmsm. The Uda. Gov. Kharkov. 
Franice. The Odde. Dep. Allier. 

P. 35. 
The Celt, word cmd or cmt^ water, is nothing more 
than a strengthening of the above Obs. GkieL ad. 

P. 40. 

In referring to the root or^, erh, I have omitted 
the Ir. eore, water, the appellative most nearly con- 
cerned. The Basque etreca, brook, might be taken to 
be borrowed from the Celtic, did we not find in the 
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flame language tibe more primitiYe words w and errio, 
p. 38^ which, seem to form a link with the Indo- 
European languages. 

P. 49. 

To the root mg, ni, place— 
1. Frcmce, The N^. Joins the Charente. 
Norway. The Nia. Stifb Trondjem. 

3. WUh the endmg es, 

Rama, The Nebussa. Gtov. OreL 

P. 63. 

To the root t^, wicy wy^ place the two following 
names. The Welsh gwy^ water, is the word most 
nearly concerned in most of the group. 

Englcmd. The Wyok. Buckinghamshire. 
Biuda, The Ui. Gov. Orenhuig. 

P. 64. 

To the root vip place as an appellative the Welsh 
ffunbio, to rove, wander, gtoibicm, serpentine cours& 
Probably upon the whole the sense of tortuousness is 
that which should be recognized The following name 
probably belongs to form No. 1. 

Spam, The Quipab. Joins the Segura. 

P. 70. 
The Celtic languages have a trace of the word trctg, 
to run, in the Old Ir. tnng, foot {Zeuss, Oroumm,, CeU,) 
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P. 83. 


For 




Chreeee. 


Ptbakas ant Thrace. 


Bead 




Thrace, 


Pydakab ant. 



P. 84. 
To the Ir. bM, bud, wsAer, place the following 
names. 

England. The Bbaulibu, also called the Exe, in 

Hampshire. 
Scotland, The Beault. Inverness. 
Italy, Paulo ant., now the Paglione. 

P, 85. 

I apprehend that in the opinion of Celtic scholars 
of the present day the Ancient British deity Cocidis 
is not considered to have any connection with the 
river Coquet. 

P. 91. 
It seems probable that the word asp in river-names 
is formed by metathesis from the word apa, p. 27, 
form 5. 

P. 97. 
The Gbyffe and the GmvAJSf may perhaps be bet- 
ter derived from the GraeL grib, swift. 

P. 132. 
To the root pad or pond, to spread, may probably 
be placed — 

Engla/nd, The Pant. Essex. 
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P. 135. 
From the root tcm may be derived the Dniestbb, 
( =B Danaster), from ster, river. Or it might be from 
the root dan, as in Danube, p. 116. 

P. 136. 
The Dan. tcmg, 8ea-weed, does not seem to be con- 
nected with any word signifying water : it represents 
the Old Norse tag, twigg. 

P. 145. 
To the root vind, white, dear, place — 
EngUmd. The Wsntb. Yorkshire. 

P. 149. 
To the Sansc. taraa, Wekh tir, pure, dear, place — 
Thrace, Tbabus ant. 
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Aa,28 


Allan, 71 


Angnt8,Sl 


AMh,28 


Alle,n 


ilnOoMa, 85>.Note 


Aw, 80 


AUer, n 


Anker, 81 


Ahana,W 


AUia, 71 




Aoaria,Sl 


AlHer, 74 


Ant, 86 


Achaie,81 


Allow, n 


Anton, 86 


Adda, 84 


Aim, 180 




Adeiiaii,84 


Alma, 180 


Appelbach,26 


Adonr, 84 


Alme,180 


Apaanu, 27— Note. 


Adiir,84 


Almelo, 180 


Aptus, 27 


AetiM8,W 


Almo, 180 


Araibia, 1?0 


Agger. 81 


Alne,71 


Aiagon, 41, 176 


Aghor, 81 


Alpheus, 74 


Aiak, 41, 176 


Agil,81 


A^piM,7Z 


Arar, 117 


Ahr, 80 


Alt, 72 


Aras, 78 


Alifle,81 


Alta,72 


Araxes, 78 


Ain, 186 


Alten,72 


Arc, 41, 176 


AJbme,81 


Altmllhl, 104 


Aiga^ 41, 176 


Alas, 81 


Alum Bay, 180 


Aigen,41, 176 


Altexmch, 86 


All, 76 


AriM,Bti 


A1mb,76 


Amane, 29 


Arknimu, 122 


Alawwui, 71 


Amba8bu,2i 


Arke, 41, 176 


Alb, 78 


Amber, 20 


Arl,40 


Albegiim74 


Amble, 20 


Arl7,40 


Alben, 74 


Ambldve, 29 


Azme, 122 


^2Na,74 


Amele,29 


Armtne, 122 


AUmU$,7A 




Amo, 40 


Aleu, lOA 


Amnicu,26 


Arobeg,164 


Aldan, 72 


Amon, 20 


ArotiB, 7S 


Aide, 72 


Andelan,86 


Axques, 41 


Alf,78 


AndeUe, 86 


^rrobo. 120 


Alliaina, 180 


Angel, 81 


Arrow, 80 


A]iBe,76 


Angera»81 


Ania,7% 


AUmM,7S 


Angeiap, 81 


Aran, 80 
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ArT%109 


BettTzon,84 


aiau,ii8 


Ar▼^10Q 


Beirer, 84 


OUdhoioa, 112 


AboomUi, 81 


BialB»160 


CSyder, 112 


Adi,81* 


Blal7,160 


Oaldew, 112 


Aioput, 9% 178 


BibertMoh, 84 


Oiaian,110 


Aipe, 02. 178 


Rlhn,84 


Ca2lM.110 


Artma, 68 


Bielaja^ liSO 


(kaUp*u,UZ 


Aii,S8 


Bidvre, 88 


Galore, 110 


Anb«.78 


Bila,160 


CU^,118 


Anlne^Tl 


BObnu, 86 


dam, 188 


Anne, 87 


BlDOa,82 


Candy Bum, 144 


Anpe, 78 


Bine, 101 


Oane, 144 


Anraoh,88 


Blythe, 162 


Cann,144 


Anzaj, 89 


Bode, 182 


Oantlano, 146 


AnYe,74 


Bod9Ha,lS2 


OSorenw, 114 


Aven, 26 


Bogen, 188 


Oarpino, 07 


AtIa.26 


Bogie, 188 


CoftU^tn 


ATi<,27 


Bolbec,86 


Oarron,188 


Atoo%168 


Boadha,85 


Gart,160 


Avon, 26 


Bord,188 


OaTeri,167 


ATTe,26 


Boidan, 163 


Oayiter, 68 


Awbeg, 164 


Bowe, 188 


CUadon, 118 


Awe, 28 


Boyle, 86 


Odydmu, 112 


Aze, 80 


Boyne, 84 


Gerbatec,88 


Aahu,n 


Bracht, 167 


CernM, 114 


Aiuma,Vl 


Braine,167 


C8ienM,68 


Aaoiu,Zl 


Bramane,164 


Choliw, 110 




Bratawakl67 


v^v^ww^ww^^ J^^Ll^w 


Biair,66 


Bmt]ia,167 


Obam, 188 


Bandon, 182 


Bray, 167 


Char, 188 


Bane, 148 


Brtagna, 167 


Charente, 189 


BaniU, 148 


Brege, 167 


Chare8, 180 


Bann,148 


Bcede, 101 


Ghelt,112 


Bannock, 148 


Brettach,167 


ChelTa,118 


Bar, 66 


Broena^lOl 


Cher, 180 


Banow, 66 


Brothock,167 


Ch]ana,147 


Bannacfa, 84 


Backet. 188 


GUers,114 


Bean]len,178 


Bog; 188 


^rw99^^^^9M^9V^ ^F^#* A P *# 


Beanly, 178 


Bnhler, 86 


Ghoper, 167 


Beela»84 


Boiler, 86 


Chor, 180 


Behr,66 


BoUot,86 


Chnxne,180 


Behiiin,66 


Bnnen,101 


(Xadtutf 80 


Belna,148 




Obmiitt, 147 


Bennn,66 


OKiHiu, 106 


Claie,140 


Bere,66 


Gkllaa,110 


Clledd0a,7O 


Bene, 66 


Gain, 144 


OWora, 80 
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CUtumsuiM. BO 


Demer, 186 


Same, 40 


Gloyd, 79 


Derwent, 141 


Bbrach, 86 


Cludin»,90 


Deaia,107 


Ebro,86 


aim, 147 


DeTa,186 


Soo]]e,09 


GIw7d,70 


Dill, 106 


Sden, 86 


Ca7de,79 


DUlarBom, 106 


Eder,84 


Cober, 107 


Dirta,107 


Edrenoa, 84 


(7oe5fdo,86 


Dive, 186 


Eem, 28 


Cocker, 86 


Dniester, 179 


E^r, 81 


Ck)cklo7-b6ok, 87 


Dobar,87 


Ehen, 27 


Coeyttts, 87 


Docker, 160 


EicheU, 28 


Ooker.86 


Dodder, 90 


Eider, 86 


Colapit,llZ 


Dokka,160 


BiMch, 82 


Cole, 164 


Dommel,90 


Eltrach,86 


Oolne, 164 


Don, 186 


Elbe, 78 


Ool7,164 


Donge, 186 


Eld, 72 


Oon«n,146 


Dora, 87 


Elda. 72 


Oond,144 


Dordogne,88 


mft,n 


Ck>nder, 145 


Donbe,86 


Ellen, 71 


Conn, 144 


DouglM, 160 


EUero, 71 


Conner, 146 


Donrdon, 166 


Ellison, 76 


Conway, 146 


Donrdwy, 166 


Elvan. 74 


Coqnet, 87 


Donro, 87 


Elx,76 


CoraIi«, 188 


Donz, 86 


Bmba,29 


Corer, 167 


DoTe,86 


Bmele, 29 


Oremera, 140 


DoTji 86 




CremisuB, 140 


Dow, 86 


Bmmen, 29 


Crommook, 140 


Dowles,160 


Emmer, 29 


Cacknuure, 87 


Drao, 70 


Ems, 29 


Oura2tiw,188 


Drage, 70 


Ens, 27 


Cydnua^lW 


Drammen, 70 


Era, 89 


CVnw,180 


Dran, 69 


Erens, 188 




Draye, 09 


Erft,40 


Dahme, 186 


Drewenx, 141 


Ergers, 41 


Daloke, 106 


Drome, 70 


Erl,40 


Dane, 186 


Drone, 69 


Erla,40 


Danube, 116 


Dronne, 69 


Erms, 122 


Daradax, 106 


Dnbisaa, 87 


Erpe,109 


DorodiM, 106 


Dnddon, 90 


Enre,109 


Darme, 70 


Dnde, 00 


Esohai,81 


Danbrawa, 87 


Durance, 141 


Esk,81 


Deane,lS6 


Dunne, 70 


Eskle,81 


D6amne,186 


Dnrra,87 


Bala, 88 


Dee, 184 


Dussel,107 


Esque, 81 


Deel,106 


Dnjte, 00 


Ettrick,86 


Delyenan, 106 


Dyle. 106 


Bore, 84 
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Eran, 26 


CTorrMieiMM, 118 


HeUmm, 75 


JCventw, 26 


Gan7,llS 


Helsie,180 


^jre, 28 


Gartach,161 


Helpe,74 


]!)rpel,27 


Gana, 114 


Herk,41,176 


Sze,81 


Gata,108 


Hesp6r.92,178 




Ganir. 166 


Hespin, 01 


Fal,iao 


Gelsa,108 


Hetudroi, 88 


Feale, 180 


(Mi, 110 


ITtooor, 82 


FUlftii.180 


Gelt, 112 


H0nell,78 


Fill, ISO 


Geltnach, 112 


HiiU.89 


Flndhorn, 146 


Geranim, 114 


Hmnber, 29 


Finn, 146 


Oeron, 114 


Hnnte, 100 


Finnan, 146 


Oer8,114 


HypaniM^2& 


FZodo^, 149 


Gidea, 106 


JlKpiits, 26 


Fladnitx, 149 


Gie8el.l09 


flSpMU, 27 


Fleet, 66 


Giesbach, 108 




Flieden, 66 


Gingy, 68 


l^enM, 26 


Flletnitx, 66 


Glron, 114 


Idle, 85 


Fli8k,67 


Girvan, 07, 178 


Igla.69 


Foilagh, 180 


Glan, 147 


Tglawa, 69 


Formio, 164 


Glass, 147 


Thna. 27 


Forth, 115 


Glatt, 147 


Ik, 69 


Fowey, 164 


Glen, 147 


nach, 71 


Foyers, 164 


Glon, 147 


Ilayla, 74 


Frame, 164 


Glyde, 80 


He, 71 


Fraw, 116 


Gose, 108 


Hen, 71 


Frome, 164 


Gotha, 108 


nek, 104 


Froon, 116 


Gouw, 68 


jrZt»nM, 75 


Folda, 162 


Grabow, 97 


111,71 




Granta, 163 


Hie, 71 


Ooda, 108 


Gravino, 97 


mer,71 


Oaddada,109 


Greta, 162 


lUim, 180 


Gade,108 


Gmmbach, 140 


Ilm, ISO 


Gader, 108 


Gryffe, 97, 178 


nmen, 180 


Gadmen, 109 


Gwynedd. 146 


Hmenau, ISO 


GaU, 110 


Oyndes, 108 


Use, 76 


Gaixden, 161 




Ha, 76 


Gala, 110 


Haase, 100— Note. 


Inda, 23 


Gatthera, 112 


HcUiacnum^KA 


Inde, 28 


Gande, 108 


ffoZyetu, 104 


Indos, 23 


Ganges, 68 


Haiys, 76 


Indre,28 


Ganifihu,es 


Hamel, 29 


Ingon, 81 


Gard.161 


Hamps, 29 


Ingnl, 81 


Gaidon. 161 


Harpa,109 


Tnn, 27 


Garfwater,07 


fiiufpaaiu, 109 


Inney, 27 


Garonne, IS, 114 


He&riM, 26 


lonne, 69 
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Ipf,26 


Kalitya, 112 


LatMUt 129 


lpoly.27 


Kam. 189 


Lanoha,45 


Il*.27 




Lander. 148 


Irat,lZ8 


Eamp, 188 


Lauter. 148 


Irati,188 


KaDa» 144 


Laye,46 


IiKhi8,41 


Eander, 145 


Layino, 45 


Irk, 41 


Earthftue, 161 


Leach, 44 


Irlnit,41 


Kela, 110 


Learn, 128 


Iit»188 


KelTlo, 118 


Lech, 44 


Irthing, 188 


Kemi, 189 


Leek, 44 


Irvine, 109 


Keime,144 


Lee, 44 


IBM, 81 


Kent, 144 


Leen,44 


laur, 88 


Kerr, 189 


Legre.44 


l8ehl,81 


Kerach, 114 


Leiaer, 147 


Ifle,82 


Khabnr, 167 


Leith.46 


Imu, 82 


KhankoTa,68 


Leltha, 46 


lidre, 82 


Klara, 149 


Lelthan, 47 


Ida, 88 


Klodnlta, 80 


Leman, 129 


Id».88 


K16n, 147 


Leman (Lake), 129 


Uker, 161 


Kocher, 86 


Lempe, 128 


ImiemM, 88 


Kohar7,86 


Lease, 146 


Isold, 88 


KoUbaoh, 118 


Leaicnu,47 


Isper, 92 


Kokd, 86 


Leyen,45 


Isaet,88 


Kola, 164 


Lea. 146 


Isaus, 82 


KoUma,164 


lid, 46 


I«fer. 88, 117. 170 


Koroll89 


Iida.46 


Itohan, 69 


Koroa, 114 


lidden, 47 


Itoii,86 


K«flten,158 


Liddle,47 


IU,85 


Krema, 140 


lieaer, 147 


lye, 25 


Kroma, 140 


Liffar, 46 


lTel,26 


KramtMwh, 140 


LifTey, 46 




Kuohelbach, 87 


Ligne,44 


JoohM, 100 


Knlpa, 118 


lima, 128 


Jaghato, 100 


Kiir,139 


limen, 129 


Jahde, 100 




Llmmat,129 


Jalmbaoh, 68 


Lagan, 45 


l^imyrtw. 129 


JordiMMW, 161 


La]m,46 


Liporif, 170 


Jaxt, 100 


Laimahat 128 


Iii>ka,46 


Jeamen,89 


Laine, 45 


Iippe,46 


Jesaava, 89 


Laith,46 


liver, 46 


Jetaa, 89 




Iiaa,146 


Jamoa, 89 


Lambro, 129 


Iiaena,146 


Jiaclz»,89 




Ljnane, 147 


Jofl8,89 


Lammer, 129 


lionghor, 45 


Jug, 100 


Lamone, 129 


Lolng, 45 




Lamoy, 128 


Loire, 44 
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Lolrafe»M 

Lomond (Loch), 129 
Looe, 46 
Loony, 46 
Looi«, 146 
Lo«le.l46 
Lot, 72 
Lone, 46 
Longa,46 
Longui,46 
Louven, 46 
LownSk 46 
Lowther, 148 
Luder, 148 
Log; 46 
Logan, 46 
Lngano (Lake), 46 
Logar, 45 
Lahe.44 
Lnne,46 
Lntter, 148 
Ij«,44 
I(nne, 128 
I^n, 44 
Iyq,44 

MAa8,142 

Mace8tn8,61 

lCadder,88 

lladel,88 

Maefe, 142 

Magza^eo 

Mahannddy, 00 

Maia.(X> 

Ma]g,<X) 

Main, 60 

]lalna,00 

March, 61 

Mare^62 

MaNOohiak62 

Mark, 61 

Manie,88 

M9roiGh,62 

Manyas,e2 

Maaie,142 

Blaak (Lake), 62 



MaMmu,9& 
MattonOf 88 
Maw, 60 
Mawn,60 
May, 60 
Mayenne^l27 
lfeal,61 
Bfede,88 
MedsHMZaeftOk 196 
Medlnka,126 
MedocumttlXf 
Medqfum,lSlfi 
Medvieditns 127 
Medway, 126, 
Medwln,127 
Megna^ 60 
Mehaigne, 60 
Mehe, 88 
Mei88an,142 
MdauSflBl 
Meon,60 
Mergnl, 62 
Men^, 62 
Metanro, 88 
MetemOt 127 
ICenee, 142 
Mhye,60 
Midon,126 
Miele,61 
Mlea,.142 
MUMbach, 161 
Moder, S8 
Moldan, 162 
MoldaTa»162 
Mora, 61 
MoraTa,61 
MoigB,61 
M0m,62 
MoseUe,142 
Moskva, 62 
Monine,62 
Moy.60 
Moyne, 60 
Mnhr, 61 
Mnlde, 162 
MttUnlscb, 161 



MnotU,102 
MQig,61 
Mnrr,61 
Mnn,^ 
MojBone, 142 
MnthT^, 102 

Naab,60 
Naal, 60 

JTabaUi^ 61 

Nabon.60 

Kahe,60 

Nairn, 48 

Namaidu9t 62 

Naptui8,S0 

Nar,48 

Narenta,40 

Narew, 49 

Naion,49 

NaroTa» 49 

Nana, 49 

Natiflone, 88 

Nave, 60 

Nayer, 60 

NaTla,60 

Ne,177 

Neagh, (Lake) 49 

Neath, 64 

Neda,6l 

Neen^49 

N6i88e^61 

Nena|^49 

Nene,49 

Nenny,49 

Nent,4d 

NerB,49 

Nerja,49 

Nerossa, 177 

Neaa^ 61 

NeBte,61 

Ne8tU8,Bl 

Nethan,64 

Nethe.64 

Neatra,88 

Neva, 60 

Never, 60 
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Nai,177 
Nia,49 
Nidd.64 
Nidder, 54 
Nled,64 
Niemen,60 
Nlerre, 60 
NiBi,a 
KiMava, 61 
Nith,64 
Nive, 60 
NiyeUe. 60 
Noain,88 
Nodder, 88 
Noraha,i9 
Nore, 40 
Now. 49 
Oarua, 80 
Ook,28 
Ooker, 163 
Odde, 176 
Odder, 84 
Oder, 84 
Odoii,84 
Oeiutf, 27 
Oertie,78 
Ohm, 26 
Ohie, 80 
Ohm, 40 
Olch, 28 
Oikell,28 
Oiae, 82 
Oka, 28 
Oke, 28 
OUe, 72 
OlmeiiM, 180 
(Ms, 72 
Ombrone, 29 
Oppa,176 
Orb, 109 
Ore, 30 
Orge,41 
Or]a,40 
Orljava, 40 
Orlyk, 40 



Orte,40 


Plna,82 


Orrl2i,40 


Plnaii,82 


Oninua, 78 


Pendar, 88 


Orvanne,100 


PindiM.82 


CBwiw,81 


Plnega, 82 


Oskol,81 


Plnka,82 


Otter, 84 


Pltrenlck. 88 


Onroe, 78 


Plalne,66 


Onrcq, 41 


Plan, 66 


Onrt»188 


Plan-Bee (Lake), 66 


Ouohe, 82 


Pleiflke, 67 


Oiut,168 


PlelMe,66 


Owenbeg. 164 


Pleldu8,ea 


O70ca,168 


PUTua,66 


0x08,81 


Ploen (Lake). 66 




Plone, 66 


Pur. 66 


Flonna,66 


Pader, 182 


Plym. 67 


Podtw, 182 


Po,181 


Fialme, 67 


Polota. 86 


Pant, 178 


Porato,116 


Pantanutt 182 


Portva, 116 


Paide, 138 


Praetiu8,lQl 


Panet, 88 


PraTadl,116 


Pcvrthmim, 188 


Pregel,116 


Pa<^i«nM,182 


Priinina,164 


Paulo, 178 


Prims, 164 


Pebraoh,84 


Pripet, 115 


Pedder, 83 


Pronla,116 


Peen, 81 


Prosna. 101 


Peffer, 88 


Prum,154 


Pdym, 67 


Prath,116 


Peneua, 82 


Parally, 115 


Penjina, 82 


Pydara8,S& 


Penk, SZ-NoU. 


Pfframiu,lSi 


Penner, 82 




Pensa, 82 


Qaeifl8,168 




Qaenny, 146 


Pemaii,66 


Qnipar, 177 


Persante, 101 




Petteril, 88 


Eaab,120 


Peyer, 88 


£aM»06 


PfwAmi, 164 


Basay,06 


Plana, 82 


BaTee, 102 


PUve,66 


Baven, 102 


Piddle, 82 


Bea,48 
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Badnlti>iN» 


adn»161 


8egora,110 


B«eii,tf 


GtaauuBmUO 


8eil]^76 


**^^|^^ •" 


Sambi^ 99. 110 


Sdii^llO 


Bflgeii,48 


Sao. 160 


Sel]e,78 


Basse. «{ 


SaonebllO 


SelMpia 


B«no.4S 


auafiiBti.66 


Selvne^n 


Beaai,96 


SunUnkM^SHi 


8nn,ll» 


Bent^oe 


SarayM^Sfi 


Semoy.UO 


Sha,4S 


au^66 


Sempt^llO 


Rhmu,96 


QKA^a 


Sena, 106 


jadn»,4S 


Saiiiiiu^56 


Seiiiie,160 


Bliioii.48 


SamOyM 


Smmm, 166 


Shodamiu,96 


Saaoiuie,66 


Senui,66 


BhodiM$,06 


Sarthe,66 


Serehlo, 66 


Bhone, 06 


aMi,60 


Send. 66 


BlMB,06 


Sauoonna, 119 


Sereth,66 


Blg»,tt 


Save, 60 


Seiio,56 


£lH,96 


aaTena^60 


Serre,65 


SolM,102 


SaTeso, 60 


8enia,66 


Bodaeh,d6 


aaTlo,60 


SettUea, 96 


Bodaii,06 


Sayranka»60 


SeBtia,99 


Boddeii,05 


Sanwa»06 


Seogne, 119 


Boer, 168 


SeaM^,16e 


Sera, 69 


Bohrt>ac]i,168 


Scarr, 162 


Sevan, 69 


Bow, 96 


Scheer, 162 


Sevem, 69 


BoMlaii,06 


Scheldt, 160 


8evenUfG9 


B0tel,96 


Schie, 161 


SeTre,69 


Both, 86 


Sohlltach, 160 


Serron, 60 


Botha, 05 


Sch]iiida,5S 


Shannon, 166 


Both«ine,l96 


Schnei,62 


Sheaf, 101 


Bother, 96 


Schondra, 09 


Shere, 162 


Bott, 06 


Scho»oh,99 


Shiel,160 


Bottach, 06 


Schnnter, 99 


Shin. 166 


Bonbion, 102 


Schnpf , 101 


Shiia, 162 


Bohr, 168 


SchoBBen, 99 


;9ieorM;110 


Bye, 48 


Schutter, 99 


Sid, 141 




Bchwabach, 101 


Sleg.110 " 


Saale,76 


Schwale, 165 


Sieve, 60 


Saar. 65 


Schwalm, 166 


flihl, 160 


Sabi8,60 


Schwana, 160 


Rllaro, 160 


Sabor,50 


Schyme, 162 


fflle, 160 


SabHna, 69 


Seit»,161 


Simmen.llO 


Saima (Lake), 119 


Soopat, 101 


Simmer, 110 


Sal. 77 


Seaton. 141 


Smais, 110, 160 


Salm, 166j 


Seena, 166 


ffinde,23 


Soto, 77 
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Soar, 66 
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SoJa»119 
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Spear, 108 
Speier, 108 
Spey.lOS 
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St6r,68 
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Stonr, 68 
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Stan, 68 
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Snck, 69 
Suoro,69 
Sueoua, 101 
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Siiire,60 
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SliBB,96 
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SwoKdi^66 

SyrtMU, 171 
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Tatmda,l85 
Taoon, 107 
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Tamyras,186 
Taiia^l86 
Tanagro, 186 
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Tanger, 186 
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Tara,149 
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Tarn, 149 
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TaTe,186 
TaTiii^l86 
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Vlg,68 


Wlpper, 64 
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YmQ,00 
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